
ACTION MINUTES 
 
MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING, HELD ON 
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.   
 
SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
Due to the risks to public health caused by the possible spread of the COVID-19 virus at public 
gatherings, the Town of Florence has determined that public meetings will be indefinitely held 
through technological means.  Meetings will be open to the public through technological means. 
In reliance on, and in compliance with, the March 13, 2020 Opinion issued by Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich, and in conjunction with the Emergency Proclamation signed by Mayor Tara 
Walter, on March 18, 2020.  The Town of Florence provides this special advance notice of the 
technological means through which public meetings may be accessed.  While this special notice 
is in effect, public comment at meetings will only be accepted through written submissions, which 
may or may not be read aloud during meetings.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Walter called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL:  
 
Present:  Walter, Anderson, Wall, Larsen, Cordes 
Absent:   Hughes 

 
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
5. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.  
Council rules limit public comment to three minutes.  Individual Councilmembers may respond 
to criticism made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask 
that a matter be put on a future agenda.  However, members of the Council shall not discuss 
or take action on any matter during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly 
noticed for discussion and legal action. 
 

6. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1 
 
On motion of Councilmember Wall , seconded by Vice-Mayor Anderson, and carried (5-0) 
to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1.   

 
a. Ordinance No. MRCFD1 117-20:  second reading and Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of  

AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1, 
TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED 
VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT 
SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF VALUATION 



SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS 
FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH 
DAY OF JUNE 2021. (Becki Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Vice-Chairman Anderson, seconded by Boardmember Larsen, and carried 
(4: Walter, Anderson, Wall, Larsen; 1: Cordes) to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community 
Facilities District No. 1.   
 

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1 
July 6, 2020 Special Meeting minutes. 

  
On motion of Boardmember Wall, seconded by Boardmember Larsen, and carried (5-0) to 
approve the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1 July 6, 2020 Special Meeting 
minutes.  

 
7. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1 
 
On motion of Boardmember Larsen, seconded by Boardmember Wall, and carried (5-0) to 
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No.1.  
 
8. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2 
 
On motion of Councilmember Larsen, seconded by Vice-Mayor Anderson, and carried (5-
0) to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.  
 

a. Ordinance No. MRCFD2 217-20: second reading and Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of 
AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2, 
TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED 
VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT 
SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF VALUATION 
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS 
FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH 
DAY OF JUNE 2021.(Becki Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Boardmember Larsen, seconded by Boardmember Wall, and carried (4: 
Walter, Anderson, Wall, Larsen; 1: Cordes) to adopt Ordinance No. MRCFD2 217-20.  
 

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2 
July 6, 2020 Special Meeting minutes.  

 
On motion of Boardmember Wall, seconded by Boardmember  Larsen, and carried (5-0) to 
approve the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2 Special Meeting minutes.  

 
9. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2 
 
On motion of Boardmember Cordes, seconded by Boardmember Wall, and carried (5-0) to 
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.  
 
10. PRESENTATIONS 

 



a. Steward Health and COVID-19 Presentation. (Dr. Derrick Glum)  
 
b. Water Smart Conference Summary Presentation. (Maricella Benitez) 

 
11. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of 

the consent agenda, unless a Councilmember or a member of the public objects at the 
time the agenda item is called.  

 
a. Ratification of the Interagency Service Agreement extension between Arizona State Parks, 

and the Town of Florence, to manage McFarland State Historic Park through December 
31, 2020. (Jennifer Evans) 

 
b. Approval of Addendum 1 to the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with the Florence 

Industrial Development Authority for use of the Suter House. (Hezekiah Allen) 
 

c. Approval of Change Order 7, for WestLand Resources, for the Poston Butte Preserve 
Project On-Call Engineering.  (Hezekiah Allen) 
 

d. Authorization to contract with Ascendant Auto and Diesel Services, Inc. for repair and 
maintenance of the Town fire apparatus. (Chris Salas) 

 
e. Approval of the June 1 and June 15, 2020 Town Council Meeting minutes. 

 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Vice-Mayor Anderson, and carried (5-0) 
to approve the Consent Agenda, as written, with the exception of Item a.  
 

a. Ratification of the Interagency Service Agreement extension between Arizona State Parks, 
and the Town of Florence, to manage McFarland State Historic Park through December 
31, 2020. (Jennifer Evans) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, and carried 
(5-0) to approve the ratification of the Interagency Service Agreement extension between 
Arizona State Parks, and the Town of Florence, to manage McFarland State Historic Park 
through December 31, 2020. 
 
12.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
a. Ordinance No. 695-20: second reading and Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of AN 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING 
THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE 
SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF VALUATION 
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS 
FOR GENERAL MUNICIPAL EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH 
DAY OF JUNE 2021. (Becki Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Councilmember  Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and carried (5-
0) to adopt Ordinance No. 695-20.  
 

b. Ordinance No. 696-20: second reading and Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of An 
Ordinance of the Town of Florence, Pinal County, Arizona, adopting a secondary property 



tax for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 for Anthem at Merrill Ranch Street Light Improvement 
District #1, Anthem at Merrill Ranch Street Light Improvement District #2 and Anthem at 
Merrill Ranch Street Light Improvement District #3. (Becki Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, to adopt 
Ordinance No. 696-20. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  
Wall:  Yes 
Cordes:  Yes 
Larsen: Yes 
Walter: Yes 
Anderson: No 
 
Motion passed (Yes: 4; No: 1) 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS  

a. Resolution No. 1745-20:  Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to adopt Resolution No. 1745-
20:  A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY ARIZONA, 
AFFIRMING THE APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED FINAL PLAT FOR FLORENCE 
PLAZA; AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION BY THE TOWN MANAGER OF 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. (Larry Harmer) 

On motion of Vice-Mayor Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and carried (5-0) 
to adopt Resolution No. 1745-20.  

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of negotiation of a Pre-Annexation Development 
Agreement with Grinders Sports Group LLC. to construct a mixed-use project in the Town 
of Florence. (Brent Billingsley) 

On motion of Councilmember  Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Cordes , and carried 
(5-0) to approve negotiation of a Pre-Annexation Development Agreement with Grinders 
Sports Group, LLC, to construct a mixed-use project in the Town of Florence.  

14. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

15. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
16. CALL TO THE COUNCIL – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY  

 
Mayor Walter appointed Vice-Mayor Anderson to serve as liaison to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.  
 

17. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, and carried (5-
0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m. 
 
 



Posted this 27th day of July, 2020, on the Town of Florence website at www.florenceaz.gov 
by Maria Hernandez, Deputy Town Clerk. 
 


