TOWN OF FLORENCE COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES OF FLORENCE COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD REGULAR MEETING HELD
ON THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Leaman called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Present: Chair Leaman, Vice-Chair Bracco, Boardmember Palaia, Boardmember Jaimes,
Boardmember Little, Boardmember Smith, *Boardmember Gutierrez
*Joined meeting at 6:57 P.M.

Absent: Boardmember Hitchcock, Boardmember Ezzai

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Leaman led the Pledge of Allegiance.
SENIOR CENTER PRESENTATION

Carolyn, who manages the transportation program for senior services, introduces herself and
explains the Give a Lift volunteer driver program. Carolyn mentions that she will present
information about the services offered through the Dorothy Nolan Senior Center, although she
is filling in for Tanya, who had a family emergency.

The senior center offers a wide range of activities and services for the community's older
residents. These include daily programs, transportation services, special events, and trips.
Popular annual events include an indoor yard sale fundraiser, a grandparent's day carnival, and
holiday celebrations. The center also partners with various organizations to provide health
checks, legal assistance, and free tax filing services. Seniors actively participate in organizing
events and managing donations, which are used to improve the center and support community
initiatives. The center serves as a vital social hub, providing opportunities for seniors to interact,
form friendships, and stay engaged with the community.

Carolyn presents an overview of the Give-A-Lift program, which provides transportation
services for seniors in Florence. The program, funded by a grant and the town, has provided
755 trips and driven 8,735 miles in 2024. Volunteers play a crucial role, with 85 active
volunteers helping with various tasks including driving, kitchen duties, and front desk
assistance. The program has become more than just a transportation service, fostering
friendships and community connections among volunteers and clients. Carolyn emphasizes the
program's importance, especially for those with medical needs, and notes that Florence is
currently the only town in Arizona offering this service free of charge to its residents. The
program, funded through a rural transportation grant, was launched in January 2019 and is
geared towards seniors aged 65 and older or individuals with disabilities.
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DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION OF MEETING MINUTES OF
FEBRUARY 13, 2025

On motion by Vice-Chair Bracco, seconded by Boardmember Smith, and carried (6-0) to
approve to recommend the meeting minutes of February 13, 2025.

DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF DEVELOPING A COMMUNITY “SCAVENGER HUNT”
ACTIVITY FOR AQUATIC CENTER AND PADILLA PARK MURALS

Staff Liaison, Paul King discussed the idea of developing a community scavenger hunt activity
for the aquatic center and the Padilla Park murals. The aim is to incorporate the culture, history,
and pieces of Florence into the murals and make them more interactive and educational for the
community.

The idea of using QR codes to provide information and historical facts about the murals was
proposed. The board was asked to direct staff to work with the artist and bring back a draft of
the scavenger hunt questions and answers.

Marian discussed the potential for incorporating various media types into a Google form for
community engagement. They considered incentives such as seasonal themes, contests, and
the possibility of collecting pins or buttons as symbols of participation. Nicole suggested
offering seasonal passes for families to the aquatic center or covering the cost of youth sports
as incentives. The group agreed to work with an artist to develop a draft version of this
program.

The Board unanimously agreed to have staff work with the Aquatic Center and Padilla Park
mural artist to create a layout and provide content that will be in the scavenger hunt and bring
it back to the Board for review.

DISCUSSION AND UPDATE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD FY26 GOAL

The Board discussed the Wildflower project, considering locations and the use of native flowers
to avoid invasive species. They also reached out to the botanical team for guidance on suitable
species.

The Javelina Project was discussed, with Boardmember Palaia providing a prototype for
assessment. The donated javelinas would be placed in Jaques Square and Arriola Square to be
visible on Main Street. Boardmember Palaia showcased a finished project, which was well
received. The project is funded by donations, not town funds, and the timeline for completion
is yet to be determined.

Liaison King mentioned the Teen Center, and mentioned the town is looking into ideas and
facilities in town that may be a potential location to do a pilot program.

The Shade at Little League was discussed and Liaison King added that it was requested on the
FY26 CIP list. Liaison King will update the Board when Council reviews the Capital Improvement
Project Budget List.

Community Services Advisory Board Meeting Minutes March 13, 2025
Page 2 of 4



Founder’s Day was discussed, Liaison King informed the Board that the town is also evaluating
the last home tour for potential cultural programming opportunities to incorporate a Founder’s
Day to the annual Home Tour.

DISCUSSION/UPDATE OF MONTHLY ACTIVITIES AND UPDATES IN THE COMMUNITY SERVICES
DEPARTMENT

Playground Installation and Grant Updates

Liaison King provided an update on the playground installation, aiming for completion by mid-
May or early June. The project includes swings. A grant for the Poston Butte trail is being
prepared, with a potential value of $20,000. The grant for picnic tables, benches, trash cans,
and a dog waste dispenser has been successfully received, and most items have been installed.
New barbecue grills have been installed at the ramada in Heritage Park, including two ADA-
compliant ones. The Pony Express for Roots and Boots Rodeo is scheduled for this Saturday.

Youth Programs and Event Updates

Liaison King discussed the success of the town's youth programs, including the end of t-ball and
coach pitch, soccer registration, and the team's carnival games. He also mentioned the
departure of Victoria Iniguez, a Recreation Coordinator, and the recruitment of a new one.
Liaison King also discussed the adjustments made for the Road to Country Thunder event.
Boardmember Smith expressed her gratitude for the town's efforts to engage the youth and
encouraged the town to continue finding solutions for a more permanent location for events.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC/BOARD RESPONSE

CALL TO THE PUBLIC FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON ISSUES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD. COUNCIL RULES LIMIT
PUBLIC COMMENT TO THREE MINUTES. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS MAY RESPOND TO CRITICISM
MADE BY THOSE COMMENTING, MAY ASK STAFF TO REVIEW A MATTER RAISED OR MAY ASK
THAT A MATTER BE PUT ON A FUTURE AGENDA. HOWEVER, MEMBERS SHALL NOT DISCUSS
OR TAKE ACTION ON ANY MATTER DURING AN OPEN CALL TO THE PUBLIC UNLESS THE
MATTERS ARE PROPERLY NOTICED FOR DISCUSSION AND LEGAL ACTION.

No public comment.
CALL TO THE BOARD — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Boardmembers Palaia and Jaimes discussed the upcoming Pedro Fest event, with
Boardmember Palaia expressing excitement about the event and the mural at the new gun

store.
Council Liaison Buccellato encouraged the Board to attend council meetings and share their

work, emphasizing the importance of community involvement.
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The Board proposed showcasing the completed javelina at the next council meeting and
discussed getting on the agenda for a presentation. The Board also discussed the importance of
keeping the town moving forward with art initiatives.

Boardmember Gutierrez, who was absent due to personal reasons, expressed gratitude for the

team's support and wished his son well.

ADJOURNAMENT

On motion by Boardmember Palaia, seconded by Boardmember Little, and carried (7-0) to
adjourn the meeting at 7:21 P.M.

Approved:

Joseph Bracco Jr., Vice-Chair for
Kathleen Leaman, Board Chair
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