TOWN OF FLORENCE
JASON LOPEZ MEMORIAL PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING

Florence Community Center
778 N. Main Street
Florence, AZ 85132

(520) 868-7582
www.florenceaz.gov
34 Wednesdays

Committeeman Hunter Rankin
Committeeman Linda M Lopez
Committeeman Corrina Lopez
Committeeman Bonnie Bariola

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 5:30 PM

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Town of Florence Council and to the
general public that a Special Meeting of the Jason Lopez Memorial Park Ad Hoc Committee will be
held on Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in the Florence Community Center located at 778
N. Main Street, Florence, Arizona 85132.

The agenda for this meeting is as follows:

1. CALLTO ORDER

2. ROLLCALL

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

5. NEW BUSINESS
a. Approval/Disapproval of July 30, 2025, Jason Lopez Memorial Park Ad Hoc Minutes
b. Discussion of monument Plaque and Location (Paul King/Jeff Graves)
c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the celebration event logistics and date (Paul King)

6. CALLTO THE PUBLIC
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council. Council
rules limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be
put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter
during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal
action.

7. CALLTO THE COMMITTEE — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

8. ADJOURNMENT



POSTED ON AUGUST 21, 2025, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH
MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV.

***PURSUANT TO TITLE Il OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA), THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY REGARDING ADMISSION TO
PUBLIC MEETINGS. PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY MAY REQUEST REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS
BY CONTACTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ADA COORDINATOR, AT (520) 868-8300 OR 711 TDD.
REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW TIME TO ARRANGE THE
ACCOMMODATION. ***


http://www.florenceaz.gov/

TOWN OF FLORENCE
MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE JASON LOPEZ MEMORIAL PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE
OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2025, AT 5:30 PM, IN THE FLORENCE
COMMUNITY CENTER, LOCATED AT 778 N. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.

CALL TO ORDER

Paul King, Community Services Director, called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.

ROLL CALL

Present: Hunter Rankin, Linda M Lopez, Corina Lopez and Bonnie Bariola

Council Liaisons: Councilmember Buccellato and Councilmember Neal (Neal joined at 5:52 pm)

Staff Liaisons: Paul King and Jeff Graves
Bruce Walls joined at 6:12 pm.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mr. King called for a Moment of Silence.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. King led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESTENTATION

Committee Introductions

Linda M. Lopez, mother of Jason Lopez, stated that she has 4 sons, and that Jason was the oldest.
Corrina Lopez, Jason’s wife, stated that they have two sons.

Bonnie Bariola stated that she volunteered for the committee as she created and built the park.

Hunter Rankin stated that he was born and raised in Florence, was the best friend of Jason since
childhood and that they started their careers together in law enforcement.

Staff introduced themselves noting their title and reason for assisting with the committee.
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Councilmember Buccellato stated that she has known the family her entire life and looks forward to
supporting the family through this process.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of Vision for the rebranding of the park. (Jeff Graves)

Mr. Jeff Graves, Communications and Intergovernmental Relations Manager, provided the committee
with copies of the current Town Branding Standards Guide along with the current signage used at the
park. He reviewed with the committee the primary colors and their subset of colors. He stated that
the town has four primary fonts noting that Aviano Sands is often used for the Town Council and then
there is Bernier which is a modern western type of font. He stated that the Florence logo uses the
Bernier font. He stated that the Alte Haas Grotesk (Bold) and Weston are the primary fonts for the
town. Mr. Graves noted that the town does have Public Safety brand sectors guide as well.

Mr. Graves presented to the committee signage examples that currently exist in the town for town
buildings and facilities. He stated that there is one entrance sign on 1%t Street, Park Rules signage,
three scoreboards, and Story Walk signage along with the creation of the monument for Jason. Mr.
Graves reviewed with the committee the different elements of town signage, including weathered
steel and brick elements, gray font, and gray lettering. Mr. Graves additionally provided the details of
the Viney Jones plague mounted outside the entrance of the library.

Councilmember Buccellato inquired as to how many signs/plaques the family can have installed.

Mr. Graves stated that is what the committee needs to determine and recommend back to Council
for funding.

Councilmember Neal stated that when he initially spoke with the family it was discussed putting a
plague at the concession stand.

Committeemember Bariola stated that she would like to suggest that a statute of either Jason or a
deputy sheriff be placed at the entrance or near the entrance establishing the connectivity on why
the park is named after Jason. She stated that having the park dedicated to him means that his bravery
and service would last longer and forever. She stated that the renaming represents Jason and his
service; it also represents the law enforcement profession that he gave his life for.

Committeemember Rankin stated that the statute model that was started at the time of his death is
at the sheriff’s office. The model is of Jason with two small children, one on each side of him.

Committeemember Bariola inquired if there is funding for a statue of this size.

Councilmember Buccellato stated that the committee will need to develop a few options to take back
to Council for funding.
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Committeemember Bariola stated that she has googled prices on statues, and they are not too
expensive and feels the project could get donations to fund it.

Councilmember Buccellato stated that she does not feel there will be a problem getting donations
and is hopeful that the vendors will provide good pricing.

Councilmember Buccellato stated that if funds do not permit a full statue, a bust from the chest would
be a good second option but would prefer a statue.

The committee discussed colors for the rebranding and determined that it would be good to go with
the colors of the uniform that Jason wore which match the colors from the town’s branding standards.

Committeemember Rankin stated that at the time of Jason’s death, the colors were blue and gold
stripes on a grey uniform. He stated that he has an old patch that can be used for reference.

Mr. Graves asked if the family has any themes or emotions that they want to include in the branding.

Committeemember Lopez stated that right before Jason died, they held their son’s second birthday
party at the park. She stated that she will speak with the family and provide feedback to Mr. Graves.

The committee discussed possible locations for a statue, plaque, and monument. The area between
the playground equipment and the concession stand seems appropriate with a plague on the
concession stand.

Mr. Graves additionally pointed out areas at the entrance of the park.

Councilmember Neal recommended keeping the items away from the basketball court area to reduce
vandalism.

Mr. Graves stated that he will start developing various concepts based on the conversation and bring
them back to the committee at the next meeting.

Committeemember Rankin stated that he liked the idea of a statue or something like it with pillars on
each side, one explaining Jason’s life and the other the history of the park.

Discussion of monument sign and plaque concepts/vision (Paul King/Jeff Graves)

The committee viewed the Viney Jones plaque and agreed that the style of the plaque was
appropriate for this project.

Committeemember Bariola stated that she paid for the monument at the Silver King Hotel and it is a
brass plague that has held up well in the elements.
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Mr. Graves stated that he would develop concepts in this same style for the committee to review. He
did ask that the committee send him additional information and stories about Jason to be highlighted
on the plague.

Committeemember Lopez stated that she would speak with her children and get their thoughts on
what to include and review the plaque and statue ideas with them.

Discussion of the ceremonial event logistics and date (Paul King)

The committee discussed several funding ideas for the project requesting that staff provide them with
the budget.

Committeemember Bariola stated that she would look for grants and additional funding sources and
pledged $1000 from the Florence Preservation Foundation to the project.

Councilmember Buccellato stated that there are many community members that would donate to the
fund. She stated that once we know the funding available from the town, the committee can identify
additional funds.

The committee discussed additional funding ideas and possibly a 3-part process in completing the
fully desired outcome.

Mr. Graves inquired what the committee’s vision for the dedication ceremony.

Ms. Bariola presented ideas that were suggested to her; have police and law enforcement vehicles on
display, Canine Officers, and Where’s Frank with PCSO.

The committee discussed food vendors, activities for kids, parking and the anticipated number of
attendees at the dedication.

Committeemember Rankin suggested having some type of tournament in conjunction with the event
and maybe doing something with the Michelle Gallager Foundation.

Mr. Graves inquired if the committee had a specific theme, type of music and feel for the event.

The committee discussed many options and agreed to bring back their key thoughts to the next
meeting regarding the start time, speakers, theme, music and invited guests.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council. Council
rules limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be put
on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter during
an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action.
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There were no comments.
CALL TO THE COMMITTEE — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Committeemember Lopez stated that this is a lot for her and the family to think about and discuss.
She stated that she is excited and knows the dedication ceremony will be amazing and that she is
grateful to be able to do this for Jason.

Committeemember Rankin stated that at the next meeting the committee needs to discuss the
budget, narrow down design ideas, locations for the plague and statue, and the dedication ceremony

as time is limited and orders will need to be placed.

Councilmember Neal stated that he was very happy to be part of this dedication and wants the family
to determine how the event will occur.

Councilmember Buccellato asked the family to provide guidance to the committee and staff and
agrees the ceremony needs to be what the family would like to see.

Bruce Walls, Town Manager, stated that the town is here to support the family and that the
committee and staff are 100% behind you.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Committeemember Rankin, seconded by Committeemember Bariola and passed (4-0)
to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 pm.

Nicole Buccellato, Council Liaison
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JASON LOPEZ MEMORIAL AGENDA ITEM
PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE Sh
ACTION FORM
[ ] Action
MEETING DATE: August 27, 2025 ] Information Only
DEPARTMENT: Community Services [_] Public Hearing
[ ] Resolution
STAFF PRESENTER: Jeff Graves, Communications and [[] Ordinance
Intergovernmental Relations Manager [ ] Regulatory
[ ] 1*t Reading
SUBJECT: Monument Plaque and Location [ ] 2" Reading
[ ] other

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION:
Discussion of the monument plaque and location of placement in the park.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

Staff will present the committee with plaque research information and obtain detailed feedback
from the committee members. Additionally, the committee’s recommendation of the plaque
placement location will be discussed and confirmed.

A VOTE OF NO WOULD MEAN:
N/A

A VOTE OF YES WOULD MEAN:
N/A

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Map of Memorial Plaque location

Subject: Monument Plaque and location Date: August 27, 2025
Page1of1
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JASON LOPEZ MEMORIAL AGENDA ITEM
PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE 5
ACTION FORM
X] Action
MEETING DATE: August 27, 2025 [_] Information Only
[ ] Public Hearing
DEPARTMENT: Community Services [_] Resolution
[] Ordinance
STAFF PRESENTER: Paul King, Community Services Director [ ] Regulatory
[ ] 1*t Reading
SUBJECT: Celebration event logistics and date [ ] 2" Reading
[ ] other

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION:
Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the monument and/or plaque options.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

Staff will present the committee with a general overview of the event activities and logistics.
Additionally, the committee will confirm the event date desired for staff to move forward with
planning.

A VOTE OF NO WOULD MEAN:
The Committee did not select to move forward with the activities and date of the celebration
event.

A VOTE OF YES WOULD MEAN:
The Committee selected to have staff move forward with the activities and date of the celebration
event.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
N/A

Subject: Celebration — Event details and Date Date: August 27, 2025
Page1of1






