TOWN OF FLORENCE
ACTION MINUTES

ACTION MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6,
2026, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.

1. CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

2. ROLL CALL: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado,
Tony Bencina, Sherrie Bedford

Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina, Sherrie
Bedford

Absent: Arthur Neal
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE
Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence.
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

5. CALLTO THE PUBLIC
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.
Council rules limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond
to criticism made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that
a matter be put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act
on any matter during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for
discussion and legal action.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND PRESENTATIONS

a. Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 777-26 regarding the MDI Rock Project rezoning; And for
Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A ZONE CHANGE FOR THE PROPOSED MDI ROCK PROJECT
LOCATED AT 7309 W. ARIZONA FARMS RD., FLORENCE, AZ, 85132 (APNS 200-24-001M, 200-
24-001G, 200-24-001F) FROM PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
(L1, (PZ-25-73) WITH STIPULATIONS. (Maricella Benitez)

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. See no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public Hearing.
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On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) to adopt
Ordinance No. 777-26 regarding the MDI Rock Project rezoning; And for
Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY,
ARIZONA, APPROVING A ZONE CHANGE FOR THE PROPOSED MDI ROCK PROJECT LOCATED AT 7309
W. ARIZONA FARMS RD., FLORENCE, AZ, 85132 (APNS 200-24-001M, 200-24-001G, 200-24-001F)
FROM PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (LI), (PzZ-25-73) WITH
STIPULATIONS.

b. Public Hearing and Approval/Disapproval of American Legion Post 9 request to apply for a
bingo license with the Arizona Department of Gaming, subject to compliance with A.R.S. Title
5, Chapter 4, and all applicable Town codes. (Lisa Garcia)

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public
Hearing.

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-
0) to forward a recommendation of approval of the American Legion Post 9 request to apply for a
bingo license with the Arizona Department of Gaming, subject to compliance with A.R.S. Title 5,
Chapter 4, and all applicable Town codes.

c. Update from the Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce. (Keith Eaton)

7. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the
consent agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.

a. Approve the Florence Police Department reappropriation of $100,000 previously allocated for
police general capital fund for FY 25/26 from the VR training to a Recharge Room designed to
support officer mental and physical wellbeing. (Matthew Thomas)

b. Authorization to re-appoint Jeff Wooley to the Planning and Zoning Commission with a term
to expire December 31, 2028. (Lisa Garcia)

¢. Authorization to re-appoint Joseph Bracco to the Community Services Advisory Board with a
term to expire December 31, 2028. (Lisa Garcia)

d. Authorization to re-appoint William Foster to the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Advisory
Board with a term to expire December 31, 2028. (Lisa Garcia)

e. Authorization to re-appoint Gilbert Olgin, H. Christine Reid, Steven West and Paula
Butterworth to the Historic District Advisory Commission with a term to expire December 28,
2028, and to appoint Pamela Tittes with a term to expire December 31, 2026. (Lisa Garcia)

f. Approval to accept the donation of a BMW motorcycle from the Maricopa County Sheriff’s

Office and authorize the Town Manager to execute all documents to ensure the donation.
(Matthew Thomas)
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Adoption of Resolution No. 1983-96: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING CHANGES TO ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 801 (HOLIDAYS) OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE PERSONNEL MANUAL TO ALIGN THE CURRENT LIST OF APPROVED
HOLIDAYS WITH THE 4/10 SCHEDULE AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF FEBRUARY
6, 2026. (Catherine Wilson)

Adoption of Resolution No. 1984-25: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDED MODIFICATIONS TO THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION PLAN TO AMEND THE TOWN OF FLORENCE
PART-TIME SCALE DUE TO THE ARIZONA MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE TO $15.15 PER HOUR
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 27, 2025; AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY. (Catherine Wilson)

Acceptance of the Warrant Register for the month of November 2025 in the amount of
3,854,729.74. (Carl Dudding)

Approval of October 23 and November 17, 2025, Council Work Session minutes and November
4, 18 and December 2, 2025, Town Council meeting minutes. (Lisa Garcia)

Receive and file the following Board and Commission minutes. (Lisa Garcia)
i. Community Services Advisory Board minutes of October 10, 2025.
ii. Historic District Advisory Commission minutes of May 28, 2025.
iii. PSPRS Fire Local Board minutes of September 24, 2025.
iv. PSPRS Police Local Board minutes of September 24, 2025.
v. Planning and Zoning Commission minutes of October 2 and November 6, 2026.

Councilmember Bencina requested items A and H be pulled from the Consent Agenda.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (6-0) to
approve the Consent Agenda items B-G and I-K.

a.

h.

Approve the Florence Police Department reappropriation of $100,000 previously allocated for
police general capital fund for FY 25/26 from the VR training to a Recharge Room designed to
support officer mental and physical wellbeing. (Matthew Thomas)

Adoption of Resolution No. 1984-25: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDED MODIFICATIONS TO THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION PLAN TO AMEND THE TOWN OF FLORENCE
PART-TIME SCALE DUE TO THE ARIZONA MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE TO $15.15 PER HOUR
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 27, 2025; AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY. (Catherine Wilson)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to
approve the Consent Agenda item A & H.

8. NEW BUSINESS
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a. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of purchasing a Pierce Enforcer PUC 100’ Platform Aerial
TR738 through Huges Fire Equipment at a price not to exceed $2,597,240.40. (Mitch Snyder)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) to approve
the purchase of a Pierce Enforcer PUC 100’ Platform Aerial TR738 through Hughes Fire Equipment
at a price not to exceed $2,597,24.40.

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of entering into a CMAR Construction Services Contract
GMP #3 with J. Banicki Construction for Project T-91 Hunt Highway and Attaway Intersection
Improvements, in the amount of $3,222,429.85. (Andy Smith)

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam to approve entering into
a CMAR Construction Services Contract GMP #3 with J. Banicki Construction for Project T-91 Hunt
Highway and Attaway Intersection Improvements, in the amount of $3,222,429.85.

Roll Call Vote:

Mayor Eaton — Yes

Vice Mayor Adam - Yes
Councilmember Buccellato - Yes
Councilmember Maldonado — Yes
Councilmember Bencina — Yes
Councilmember Bedford — Yes

Motion is approved 6-0.

c. Disapproval/Approval/Disapproval of awarding Trace Consulting to perform the construction
administration and inspection services for the Hunt Highway and Attaway Intersection
Improvement project, in an amount not to exceed $295,522.92. (Andy Smith)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (6-0) to
award Trace Consulting to perform the construction administration and inspection services contract
for the Hunt Highway and Attaway Intersection Improvement project, in an amount not to exceed
$295,522.92.

d. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of accepting the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality grant in the amount of $217,784.52 to support eligible environmental and
infrastructure-related improvements. (Andy Smith)

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Vice-Mayor Adam and
carried (6-0) to accept the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality grant in the amount of

$217,784.52 to support eligible environmental and infrastructure-related improvements.
e. ORDINANCE NO. 778- 26: Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE
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FLORENCE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 50, SECTION §& 50.142, “SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT
CHARGE,” TO REFLECT THE TOWN’S MODIFIED OPERATIONAL HOURS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Lisa Garcia)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to adopt
ORDINANCE NO. 778- 26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE FLORENCE TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 50,
SECTION § 50.142, “SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT CHARGE,” TO REFLECT THE TOWN’S MODIFIED
OPERATIONAL HOURS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

f. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of authorizing staff to post a notice of the intention to
increase sales tax rates on the Town website and schedule a Public Hearing for March 17,
2026. (Carl Dudding)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (6-0)
authorizing staff to post a notice of the intention to increase sales tax rates on the Town website
and schedule a Public Hearing for March 17, 2026.

g. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of authorizing staff to post a Notice of Intent to adopt the
2012-2014 Model City Tax Code (MCTC) Amendments to the Florence Tax Code and schedule
a Public Hearing for February 17, 2026. (Carl Dudding)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0)
authorizing staff to post a Notice of Intent to adopt the 2012-2014 Model City Tax Code (MCTC)
Amendments to the Florence Tax Code and schedule a Public Hearing for February 17, 2026.
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13. ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
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On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (6-0) to
adjourn to Executive Session.

Consideration and action to recess into executive session for the purpose of discussion and
consultation for legal advice with the Town Attorney pertaining to claims made against the Town
and Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1 pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3). And for
the purpose of discussion and consultation for legal advice with the Town Attorney pertaining to
use and encroachment into the Town of Florence’s rights-of-way pursuant to A.R.S. 38-
431.03(A)(3).

14. ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to
adjourn from Executive Session.

15. ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to
adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

POSTED ON JANUARY 7, 2026, BY IAN NEWCOMB, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH MAIN
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV.
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