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TOWN OF FLORENCE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

Chairman Lonnie Frost 
Vice-Chair Kathleen DeRosa 
Commissioner Duane Proulx  
Commissioner Gordon Leaman 
Commissioner Jeffrey Wooley 
 
 

 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 
 

 Florence Town Hall 
775 N. Main Street 
Florence, AZ 85132 

(520) 868-7575 
www.florenceaz.gov 

Meets 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays 

 

                            6:00 PM 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Town of Florence Planning and Zoning 
Commission and to the general public that a Regular Meeting of the Florence Planning and Zoning 
Commission will be held on Thursday, October 2, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., in the Florence Town Council 
Chambers located at 775 N. Main Street, Florence, Arizona. 

Members of the public may submit written comments relating to this meeting to Planner Maricella 
Benitez by emailing maricella.benitez@florenceaz.gov  at any time no later than one hour before 
the posted start time for the meeting.  Please be sure to include your name and address for the 
record as well as the meeting date (and Agenda Item #, if applicable) in the subject of your email. 

To attend the meeting noticed below by technological means, members of the public may: 

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88567654062?pwd=AFabmdnpUvzIzpwxUc9iWS23zdQ9n3.1 

Join via Telephone: 

Phone: +1 253 205 0468 US or +1 669 444 9171 US 

Webinar ID: 885 6765 4062 

Passcode: 121865 

If any member of the public has difficulty connecting to the meeting, they are invited to contact 

the Town of Florence Information Technology Helpdesk at (520) 868-7543. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

2. ROLL CALL: Chairman Frost___, Vice-Chair DeRosa___, Commissioner Proulx___, Commissioner 
Leaman___, Commissioner Wooley___, Liaison Adam___ . 

 

mailto:maricella.benitez@florenceaz.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88567654062%3Fpwd%3DAFabmdnpUvzIzpwxUc9iWS23zdQ9n3.1&data=05%7C02%7Cmaricella.benitez%40florenceaz.gov%7C277a66d7a3094555fc9c08ddfc6725e0%7C30e857ae25444ab7b3ac660b7da1d334%7C0%7C0%7C638944242139489660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eMfmmk86DyIthDDZjIrRqQw1JhtorYKAb2TNUeXCTfE%3D&reserved=0
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3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

4. CALL TO THE PUBLIC/COMMISSION RESPONSE: 
 

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Individual Commission members may respond to criticisms made, may ask staff to review 
a matter raised, or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda. However, members of the 
Commission shall not discuss or take action on any matter during an open call to the public unless the 
matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action. 

 
5. MINUTES 

A. APPROVAL/APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS/DISAPPROVAL of the minutes from the 
Regular Meeting held on September 4, 2025. 

 
B. APPROVAL/APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS/DISAPPROVAL of the minutes from the 

Regular Meeting held on September 18, 2025. 
  

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARING/ APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL /APPROVAL WITH 
CONDITIONS  for an Anthem at Merrill Ranch Preliminary Plat for the re-lotting of Unit 72, 
located west of Felix Road and north of Sun City Boulevard (PZ-25-78).  
 

B. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARING/RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL 
/APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS  for a Minor General Plan Amendment for MDI Rock Project 
(PZ-25-72). 
 

C. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARING/RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL 
/APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS  for a Major Planned Unit Development Amendment for the 
Skyview Farms PUD (PZ-25-26). 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATION to Town Council to change the Planning and Zoning 
Commission Meeting from the first and third Thursday of each month to only the third 
Thursday of each month.  

 
8. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

A. Landscape Code Amendment 
B. Development Update 
C. Hunt Highway Development Update 

 
9. CALL TO THE COMMISSION- CURRENT EVENTS ONLY: 
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10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MAY GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT ANY TIME 
DURING THE MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING LEGAL ADVICE FROM THE TOWN’S 
ATTORNEY(S) ON ANY OF THE AGENDA ITEMS PURSUANT TO A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3).  ONE OR 
MORE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION MAY APPEAR FOR PART OR ALL OF THE MEETING, 
INCLUDING EXECUTIVE SESSION, TELEPHONICALLY.  
 
POSTED ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2025, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH 
MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV. 
 
***PURSUANT TO TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA), THE TOWN OF 

FLORENCE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY REGARDING ADMISSION TO 

PUBLIC MEETINGS.  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY MAY REQUEST REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

BY CONTACTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ADA COORDINATOR, AT (520) 868-8300 OR 711 TDD. 

REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW TIME TO ARRANGE THE 

ACCOMMODATION. ***  

 

http://www.florenceaz.gov/
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 TOWN OF FLORENCE  
P & Z COMMISSION  

ACTION FORM 

AGENDA ITEM 

 7A 

MEETING DATE:  October 02, 2025 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Community Development 
 
STAFF PRESENTER:  Maricella Benitez, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT:  Discussion only to change the Planning and Zoning 
Commission Meeting from the first and third Thursday of each 
month to the third Thursday of each month. 

 

 Action 
 Information Only 
 Public Hearing 
 Resolution 
 Ordinance   
 Other 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION: 

The Planning and Zoning Commission may recommend that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission meetings change from the first and third Thursday of each month to the third 
Thursday of each month starting in January 2026.  

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 

Currently, the Planning and Zoning Commission is scheduled to meet on the first and third 
Thursday of the month. As of this report, eight out of seventeen meetings have been 
cancelled due to a lack of business in 2025. The Community Development Department 
believes this lack of consistency is not in the best interest of the public. 

Looking toward 2026, the Community Development Department anticipates continued 
growth in Florence and the development applications that come with that anticipated 
growth. With that said, HB 2447, signed by Governor Katie Hobbs on March 31, 2025, will 
be effective on January 1, 2026. The bill amends Arizona Revised Statutes Section 9-
500.49 to require municipalities to authorize administrative personnel to approve site 
plans, development plans, land divisions, and design reviews. This change will impact the 
number of applications being presented to the Planning and Zoning Commission. This 
change also impacts the method by which the Community Development Department will 
make and record decisions.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 



 

Subject: Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Change              Meeting Date:  September 18, 2025                                        
Page 2 of 2 

 

The Community Development Department recommends that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission be held on the third Thursday of each month. The Community Development 
Department offers this recommendation because:  

• One meeting per month will establish consistency, better serving the public.  
• House Bill 2447 (HB 2447), effective January 1, 2026, amends Arizona Revised 

Statutes Section 9-500.49 to require streamlined administrative reviews for cities 
and towns. The bill shifts code language to require municipalities to authorize staff 
to approve site plans, development plans, land divisions, and design reviews 
without public hearings. 

• Shifting workloads resulting from HB 2447 

ATTACHMENTS: 

-HB 2447 

 



 

 - i - 
 

 
 

House Engrossed 
 

self-certification program; administrative review 
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
House of Representatives 
Fifty-seventh Legislature 
First Regular Session 
2025 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 31 
 

HOUSE BILL 2447 
 

 
 

AN ACT 
 
AMENDING SECTION 9-500.49, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO MUNICIPAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEWS. 
 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



H.B. 2447 
 
 
 
 

 - 1 - 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 9-500.49, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

to read: 3 
9-500.49.  Administrative review and approval; 4 

self-certification program; expedited approval; 5 
definitions 6 

A.  Notwithstanding any other law, the legislative body of a city or 7 
town may SHALL by ordinance do the following: 8 

1.  Authorize administrative personnel to review and approve site 9 
plans, development plans, land divisions, lot line adjustments, lot ties, 10 
preliminary plats, final plats and plat amendments without a public 11 
hearing.  12 

2.  Authorize administrative personnel to review and approve design 13 
review plans based on objective standards without a public hearing. 14 

3.  Adopt a self-certification program allowing registered 15 
architects and professional engineers to certify and be responsible for 16 
compliance with all applicable ordinances and construction standards for 17 
projects that the ordinance identifies as being qualified for 18 
self-certification.  19 

4.  3.  Allow at-risk submittals for certain on-site preliminary 20 
grading and drainage work or infrastructure. 21 

5.  4.  Allow applicants with a history of compliance with building 22 
codes and regulations to be eligible for expedited permit review. 23 

B.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF A CITY OR 24 
TOWN MAY BY ORDINANCE ADOPT A SELF-CERTIFICATION PROGRAM ALLOWING 25 
REGISTERED ARCHITECTS AND PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS TO CERTIFY AND BE 26 
RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND CONSTRUCTION 27 
STANDARDS FOR PROJECTS THAT THE ORDINANCE IDENTIFIES AS BEING QUALIFIED 28 
FOR SELF-CERTIFICATION. 29 

B.  C.  Applications for a license pursuant to this section are 30 
subject to chapter 7, article 4 of this title. 31 

C.  D.  For the purposes of this section: ,  32 
1.  "LICENSE" HAS THE SAME MEANING PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 9-831. 33 
2.  "Objective" means not influenced by personal interpretation, 34 

taste or feelings of a municipal employee and verifiable by reference to 35 
an adopted benchmark, standard or criterion available and knowable by the 36 
applicant or proponent.  37 

Sec. 2.  Effective date 38 
This act is effective from and after December 31, 2025. 39 

 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR MARCH 31, 2025. 
 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 31, 2025. 
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	The front and back yards of the house-turned-office structure will be transformed into an interactive walkthrough that allows customers to see rock products on display in a mocked-up landscape setting.
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	All utility extensions and connections will be designed per EPCOR, Pinal County, and the Town of Florence standards.
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	The new project will be designed to conform with the Town of Florence and Pinal County drainage standards, which will at a minimum require the project to continue to retain the entirety of the 100-year, 2-hour storm event.
	ACCESS/CIRCULATION
	Primary access to the project will be from a new driveway along Arizona Farms Road, located to facilitate the new site and drive aisle configuration. Secondary access may be provided at a later date as the area expands but is not anticipated to be nee...
	Police and Fire access will not be significantly affected by the development of the site, and the development is not anticipated to generate many calls for service. In addition, since the site will be both commercial and industrial in nature, we do no...
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