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MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2025,
AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL. CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN STREET,

FLORENCE, ARIZONA.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina,
Sherrie Bedford (Via ZOOM)

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mavyor Eaton read the following:

“Over the last week we have witnessed more tragic events in our country, the death of Charlie Kirk in
Utah rings close to home as an elected official as well as a person that is concerned with the attacks on
our 15t Amendment rights, a right that | hold dear. Whether you are republican, democrat, independent,
man, woman, black, white, red or vellow, gay or straight, these rights guarantee every individual the
right to free speech, freedom of the press, peaceful assembly, and the right to petition the government.
We must remember that these rights are vital for a healthy, vibrant community where ideas can be
shared openly, and voices can be heard. As your Mayor, | am dedicated to ensuring that our town
remains a place where free and respectful expression is protected and respected for all residents.

Let us work together to foster an environment of respect, open dialogue, and unwavering commitment
to our constitutional rights. Only through safeguarding these freedoms can we continue to thrive as a
free and open society, the ideals that so many have fought for us to enjoy.”

Mayor Eaton called for a moment of silence.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council. Council rules

limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism made by
those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be put on a future
agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter during an open call to
the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action.

Donna Rankin, Florence resident, stated that Florence K-6 will be hosting their 12" annual Trunk or
Treat on October 31% and invited the Town to participate in the event.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS AND PRESENTATIONS

Public Hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed Skyview Farms Annexation, Annexation
No. 2025-01 of approximately 200 acres of land, which is generally located at the northeast corner of
E. Heritage Road and the Yeager Road Alignment, Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 200-31-052A,

(Maricella Benitez}

Maricella Benitez, Senior Planner, stated that the site of the proposed annexation is approximately 200
acres and has a single owner. She stated the Town shares two boundaries with the property, itis nota
county island, and it is currently zoned General Rural but would be transitioned to Single Family
Ranchette (R1-R) if annexed. She stated that the parcel would be worked into the existing Skyview
Farms PUD. She stated that a blank petition was filed with the Pinal County Recorder’s Office and that
the item is within a 30-day waiting period and that upon the end of that period, an ordinance for the
annexation will be brought before Council.

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing, seeing no movement, he closed the Public Hearing.

Recognition of Fire Marshal Jennifer Peel-Davis being selected by the Arizona Fire and Burn Educators
Association as Arizona’s Fire and Life Safety Educator of the year. (Mitch Snyder)

Mitch Snyder, Fire & Medical Chief, stated that Fire Marshall Jennifer Peel-Davis has been recognized
by the Arizona Fire and Burn Educators Association as Arizona’s Fire and Life Safety Educator of the
Year. He expressed his appreciation for the work Ms. Peel-Davis does.

Mayor Eaton expressed his happiness for Ms. Peel-Davis being recognized for this award.

Announcement of training opportunity — Over My Dead Body: Turning Conflict into Coliaboration
being held on October 6 and October 20, 2025. (Lisa Garcia)

Lisa Garcia, Deputy Town Manager/Town Clerk, stated that the materials for this class come from a
League of Arizona Cities and Towns session that Council attended. She stated that participants will be
required to read the book associated with the class and expressed her excitement for the class itself.

Vice-Mayor Adam inquired who could attend this class,

Ms. Garcia stated that current Boards & Commission members, Florence Leadership Academy alumni,
staff, and residents will be invited to attend.

CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the consent
agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.

Authorization to enter into a Cooperative Use Contract with Diversified Flooring Services for flooring
replacement products and services at the Viney Jones Library, utilizing the State of Arizona Contract
#CTR0O72518 for Statewide Flooring, in an amount not to exceed $73,924.90. (Lisa Lewis)
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Authorization to enter into a State of Arizona Cooperative contract #CT7062304 with Bingham
Equipment Company to purchase a 4WD Utility Tractor w/cab and implements in an amount not to
exceed $80,960. (Lisa Lewis)

Authorization to enter into the Noncriminal Justice User Agreement so the Police Department,
Human Resources and the Legal Department can access the Arizona Criminal Justice Information

System. (Bruce Walls)

Authorization to enter into a Cooperative Use Contract with Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. to purchase
Maintenance, Repairs, and Operations supplies, in an amount not to exceed $100,000. (Jonathan

Tuomey)

Authorization to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with Pinal County to provide
Commercial Driver’s License Testing Services for Town employees. {Andy Smith)

Ratification of emergency truck repairs to the 2013 Pierce Velocity Ladder Truck L5342 in an amount
not to exceed $61,143.72. (Mitch Snyder)

Authorization to award $1,800 to the Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce Downtown Events
Assistance Application for Fall, 2025, funding the Chamber in an amount not to exceed $58,840 this

FY. (Lisa Lewis)

Accept the Warrant Register for the month of August 2025 in the amount of $5,612,253.85 (Carl
Dudding)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried {7-0) to approve
the Consent Agenda as written.

NEW BUSINESS

Update on the facility signage for the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds for comment and feedback.
(Jeff Graves)

Jeff Graves, Communications & Intergovernmental Relations Manager, stated that the previous vendor
had gone out of business and that staff had to find a new vendor for this project in order to complete
this project before the Junior Parada event in November. He stated that the Charles Whitlow Rodeo
Grounds Advisory Board reviewed the signage and unanimously approved it. He shared examples of the

approved signs with Council.
Mavyor Eaton inquired if the required ADOT permits have been obtained.
Mr. Graves confirmed that the required permits have been obtained.

Mayor Eaton expressed his belief in the importance of the rodeo ground signs, noting the importance
of first impressions.
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Vice-Mayor Adam noted the importance of the signage and suggested considering signage that is
specifically designed around “heritage tourism”. She suggested changes to the signs to give the rodeo
logo more prominence, noting that they are trying to attract national-level rodeo events to the Town.
She inquired if the Town had reached out to ACI for work on the signs and if the project could be out to

bid.

Mr. Graves stated that he plans to work with the current vendor for the Town'’s signage needs. He stated
that this sign project did not involve ACl as they do not do electronic signs. He stated that putting the
project out to bid would risk not having the signs installed prior to the Junior Parada.

Councilmember Bencina expressed his feeling that the signs are a waste of money. He noted that ACI
could construct the pieces of the sign besides the electronic components and that he would prefer going

through ACI for the signs.
Councilmember Buccellato expressed her support for going through ACI for the signs.

Vice-Mayor Adam suggested bringing Council’s comments and s‘i.'aggestions back to the Charles Whitlow
Rodeo Grounds Advisory Committee.

Councilmember Maldonado expressed his support for seeing if ACl can produce the signs.

Councilmember Neal expressed his support for using ACl but noted that the signs would need to be
inspected to make sure no hidden messages are included.

Bruce Walls, Town Manager, noted that this project has been in the works for a long time and that he
directed staff to get the signs completed before Junior Parada.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT

Mr. Walls introduced new staff members Jarod Thiele and Lindsey Randall.
Jarod Thiele, Project Manager, introduced himself to Council.

Lindsay Randall, Senior Civil Engineer, introduced herself to Council.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Mavyor Eaton opened the Call to the Public. Seeing no such comment, Mayor Eaton closed the Call to
the Public.

CALL TO THE COUNCIL — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Councilmember Bedford expressed her pleasure with the recent Grandparent Carnival and visit with
Representative Blackman.
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Councilmember Bencina stated that he was able to meet with Representative Blackman and that
Representative Blackman will be meeting with the Town every quarter. He stated that he was able to
attend an East Valley Partnership luncheon and that there may be future opportunities with that

organization.

Councilmember Maldonado stated that he was able to attend a webinar regarding civilian and military
relations and noted how local officials need to work together with state officials on what needs

are/aren’t being met.

Councilmember Buccellato reminded everyone to attend the Historic Florence Foundation fundraiser
at the Elk’s Lodge.

Councilmember Neal expressed his pride in Florence High School football.

Vice-Mayor Adam praised the work the Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce has been doing
recently. She stated that she has had the opportunity to speak with local state elected officials and that
she feels they will support the Town. She encouraged everyone to attend the Satlirday Farmer’s

Markets.

Mavyor Eaton stated that he joined the Library staff for a proclamation for Library Week and expressed
his happiness with the Library and what they offer. He invited everyone to attend the 10 Anniversary

Celebration for the Community Center.

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
For the purposes of discussions or consultations with designated representatives of the public body

and/or legal counsel pursuant to A.R.S. Section 38-431.03 (A)(1), (A}3), and (A)(7) to do the

following:
1. Instruction to the Town Manager on key assighments.
2. Discussion/Consultation for legal advice regarding pending or threatened claims from work in the

right-of-way.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried {7-0) to
adjourn to executive session.

ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSICN

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0) to
adjourn from executive session.

ADJOURNMENT

The Town Council may go into Executive Session at any time during the meeting for the purpose of
obtaining legal advice from the Town’s Attorney(s) on any of the agenda items pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-

Town of Florence Council Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2025
Page 5 0of 6



431.03(A)(3). One or more members of Council may appear for part or all of the meeting, including
Executive Session, telephonically.

On motion of Vicé-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato, and carried (7-0) to adjourn

Keith Eéton,\Mayor

ATTEST:

A

D;;a Gércia,' Town Clerk

| certify that the following is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Florence Town special meeting
held on September 16, 2025, and that the meeting was duly called to order and that a quorum was

present.

Lisa Garcia, Town Clerk
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