
TOWN OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEROGROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD

NUTS OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD SPECIAL
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025, AT 6: 00 P. M.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Foster called the meeting to order at 6: 07 P. M.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Chair Foster, Boardmember Hitchcock, Boardmember Beebe, Boardmember Neal,
Boardmember Mason

Absent:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Foster

DISCUSSION/ APPROVAL/ DISAPPROVAL OF RECOMMENDING THE RENDERINGS AND/ OR
LOCATIONS TO COUNCIL FOR THE RODEO GROUNDS SIGN PROJECT

Communications & Intergovernmental Relations Manager, Jeff Graves, explained to the Board

that the original sign company, Fluoresco, had ceased all operations in Arizona, necessitating to
get a new sign company and design. The proposed double-sided sign design was discussed,
along with the addition of " since 1932" to the sign. The group agreed to correct the phrase
order to read " Home of the Junior Florence Junior Parada Since 1932" and approved the new
design for submission to the council at their next meeting in September, aiming to have the
signs installed before the Junior Parada this year.

The Board discussed a 12- foot sign design, focusing on its layout and placement. Originally, the
Board had recommended a chevron sign perpendicular to the highway, with a detached exit
sign placed inside the property ahead of the actual exit. Mr. Graves clarified that the sign would
be a post and panel design with aluminum iron brackets and decorative steel cap and
addressed questions about its orientation. The discussion then focused on the placement of
signs near State Route 79, with questions raised about the need for an ADOT encroachment
permit and the proximity requirements to the road. Mr. Graves noted that the northern side
would likely require an encroachment permit, as it falls within ADOT' s right-of-way, and the
designers adhered to the Arizona Department of Transportation ( ADOT) standards for the half-
mile signs. Chair Foster also touched on the possibility of an extended right-of-way due to
historical oil mixing activities, though this remains uncertain. Mr. Graves noted that the Town' s
public works engineering would be consulted regarding the sign' s location with ADOT.
The Board discussed signage visibility, particularly at night, and agreed that reflective materials
would be necessary to meet visibility requirements. They explored options for illuminating both
the main facility sign and exit signs,  with solar-powered lighting being a cost- effective
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possibility. The discussion also covered the addition of entrance signs on existing poles to
increase visibility, with a suggestion to place a detached sign with the facility's logo prior to the
entrance.

On motion by Boardmember Neal, seconded by Boardmember Hitchcock, and carried ( 5 to 0) to
approve the recommendation of the renderings and/ or locations to Council for the Rodeo
Grounds Sign Project.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC/ BOARD RESPONSE

CALL TO THE PUBLIC FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON ISSUES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD. COUNCIL
RULES LIMIT PUBLIC COMMENT TO THREE MINUTES. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS MAY RESPOND
TO CRITICISM MADE BY THOSE COMMENTING, MAY ASK STAFF TO REVIEW A MATTER RAISED
OR MAY ASK THAT A MATTER BE PUT ON A FUTURE AGENDA. HOWEVER, MEMBERS SHALL
NOT DISCUSS OR TAKE ACTION ON ANY MATTER DURING AN OPEN CALL TO THE PUBLIC
UNLESS THE MATTERS ARE PROPERLY NOTICED FOR DISCUSSION AND LEGAL ACTION.

No Public Comments.

CALL TO THE BOARD— CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Chair Foster reported on the successful council meeting where a  $ 148,000 project was

approved, noting over 66 events are scheduled for the year and four more requests have come
in for fall events. The board discussed the importance of maintaining the Florence Junior Parada
tradition, which has been supported by the council, and Town emphasized the need for proper
plumbing work to be completed before the Parada.

ADJOURNAMENT

On motion by Boardmember Beebe, seconded by Boardmember Mason, and carried ( 5- 0) to
adjourn the meeting at 6: 25 p. m.
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William Foster, Board Chair
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