MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY,
APRIL 21, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N.
MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal (joined at 6:10 pm), Nicole Buccellato,
Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina, Sherrie Bedford

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mavyor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council. Council

rules limit public comment to three minutes. individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be put
on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter during
an open call to the public uniess the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action.

Mayor Eaton opened the Call to the Public. Seeing no such comment, Mayor Eaton closed the Call to
the Public.

PRESENTATIONS

Presentation by Dana Lewis regarding the 2026 Election Cycle, recent legislative changes, and voter
expectations. (Lisa Garcia)

Dana Lewis, Pinal County Recorder, stated that the primary election has moved up two weeks to July 21,
2026. She stated early ballot requests begin May 19, 2026, with overseas ballots having a lune 6, 2026,
cut-off date. She stated the last day to register to vote for the primary is june 22, 2026, with early voting
beginning on June 24, 2026, and the last day to request a ballot by mail being on July 10, 2026. She stated
that it is requested that ballots be returned by July 10, 2026, noting that there are 15 ballot drop boxes
that the early ballot can be returned at. She stated that there is ongoing litigation concerning the recent
name change of the “No Labels” party and that they will appear on the ballot with that name. She stated
that the MVD websites do not have current election dates on their site and are working to get them
posted. She discussed some of the recent legislation being passed at the state and federal level and how
they could potentially impact future elections and interactions with County Recorder’s offices.
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Ms. Lewis reassured voters that the iran War and ICE enforcement actions will not affect the primaries
and that there is no precedent to cancel an election in wartime. She reminded everyone that Arizona is 3
“received-by” state and that mail-in ballots must be returned to her office no later than 7pm on election
night or that the ballot would not be counted.

Mayor Eaton thanked Ms. Lewis for the work she does and noted that the Recorder’s Office does more
than just elections and ballot processing.

Councilmember Buccellato inquired if the County Recorder’s is still offering tours of their facility.

Ms. Lewis stated that tours are still being offered but noted that during election season the tours are not
as frequent due to keeping elections private and secure.

Presentation and discussion pertaining to the South Wastewater Treatment Plant Consent Order,
Docket No. W$-06-24 termination. (§onathan Tuomey)

Bruce Walls, Town Manager, praised Mr. Tuomey and his team for the work they have done with the
South Wastewater Treatment Plant.

lonathan Tuomey, Utilities Director, stated that the consent order at the South Wastewater
Treatment Plant has been closed out and praised the work of staff and the Town’s partners. He stated
that Barbara Rodriguez-Pashkowski, with Gust-Rosenfeld, was instrumental in her work and that he
thanked Council for their support. He thanked Rob Bryant and George Anderson from WaterWorks,
and Matt Kearns from Arcadis. He thanked all the staff involved in working through the consent order
and praised each individually.

Mayor Eaton thanked the water/wastewater staff for attending and thanked them for their work. He
stated that the consent order was a large issue to overcome and praised the work done to get through
it.

Vice-Mayor Adam thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.

Councilmember Buccellato thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.
Councilmember Bencina thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.

Councilmember Maldonado thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.
Councilmember Neal thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.

Councilmember Bedford thanked the water/wastewater staff for the work they do.

CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the consent
agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.
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Approval of the Service Agreement with Educational Services, LLC (ESI) to renew and extend staffing
and recruitment services through June 30, 2027. (Catherine Wilson)

Discussion and possible action pertaining to acceptance of a Public Waterline Easement located on
Assessor’s Parcel Number 202-05-0160, from the Segovia Family Trust, for the installation of a fire
hydrant at 981 W. Dana Avenue, and to authorize the Town to construct, own, operate, and
maintain associated water infrastructure. (Jonathan Tuomey)

Adoption of Resolution No. 1989-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ANNEXATION POLICY;
PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Albert Monroe)

Approval to entering into a cooperative use contract utilizing the State of Arizona Agreement No.
CTR061660-1 with WAV Electric, LLC, for the installation of lighting in the Main Street Breezeway,
in an amount not to exceed $63,871.50. (Jarod Thiele}

Authorization to purchase one grant-funded mobile license plate reader system from Motorola
Solutions, utilizing the Sourcewell cooperative purchasing contract, in an amount not to exceed

$60,056.75. {Matthew Thomas)

Authorization to purchase a 2026 Isuzu Crew Cab NPRXD Diesel 16’ Box with a lift gate from the
Midway Chevrolet Company at a price not to exceed $99,260.66 {Mitch Snyder)

Accept the Warrant Register for the month of February 2026 in the amount of $5,006,611. (Carl
Dudding)

Accept the Warrant Register for the month of March 2026 in the amount of $3,738,280.02. (Carl
Dudding)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried {7-0) to
approved the Consent Agenda as written except for items 7c and 7d.

Adoption of Resolution No. 1989-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ANNEXATION POLICY;
PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Albert Monroe)

Mavyor Eaton stated thanked staff for putting together the policy and noted that this provides clear
direction for future annexations.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (7-0) to adopt
Resolution No. 1989-26: A RESOLUTION QOF THE MAYQOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ANNEXATION POLICY; PROVIDING FOR
IMPLEMENTATION; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Approval to entering into a cooperative use contract utilizing the State of Arizona Agreement No.
CTR061660-1 with WAV Electric, LLC, for the installation of lighting in the Main Street Breezeway,
in an amount not to exceed $63,871.50. (Jarod Thiele)

Councilmember Bencina stated that the trees on the breezeway should be removed and that the cost
is too high.

Vice-Mayor Adam stated that the area is very dark at night and that this is a safety issue for women
and children walking to their cars at night. She expressed disapproval with removing any shade trees
from Main Street.

Councilmember Neal stated that the consensus has been to keep the trees and that removal of the
trees could cause more issues.

Mayor Eaton stated that this is a safety issue and supports the lighting.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried {6-1, with
Councilmember Bencina in opposition) to approve entering into a cooperative use contract utilizing
the State of Arizona Agreement No. CTR0O61660-1 with WAV Electric, LLC, for the installation of
lighting in the Main Street Breezeway, in an amount not to exceed $63,871.50.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible approval of entering into a contract with FCI Constructors, Inc., for the Fire
Station #2 Recharge Room Project, in an amount not to exceed $141,842. (Cory Pine/ Jarod Thiele)

Cory Pine, Fire & Medical Battalion Chief, stated that the recharge room is a synergistic energy space
that provides recovery to Fire & Medical staff and would include red light therapy, infrared sauna,
and cold plunge therapy. He stated that these are medically approved treatments and that the team
has worked with medical experts on these treatments. He stated that this recharge room would
provide measurable, long-term value for the Town’s first responders through enhanced recovery and
tangible health and safety benefits.

Councilmember Bencina stated that he has done his own research on recharge rooms and supports
this item.

Councitmember Maldonado inquired if the Police Department uses similar recharge rooms.
Councitmember Neal expressed his support for the room, noting how well these treatments work.
Councilmember Buccellato stated that this is an investment in the health of firefighters.

Vice-Mayor Adam stated that items like this might help in cancer prevention and expressed her
support.
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Mayor Eaton stated that he has seen the effects of firefighting on the long-term health of firefighters
and expressed his support for the room.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried {7-0) to
approve entering into a contract with FCI Constructors, Inc., for the Fire Station #2 Recharge Room
Project, in an amount not to exceed $141,842.

Discussion and possible approval of the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Employee Benefits Package, including
medical, dental, and life insurance with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Arizona; vision insurance with
VSP; telehealth services with Teladoc; Employee Assistance Program services with Jorgenson,
Brooks; ancillary coverages with Aflac; and benefits and human resources administration services
with HRPro for the administration of Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA) and Dependent Care Flexible
Spending Accounts (DC-FSA). (Catherine Wilson)

Eric Johnson, Johnson & Associates, stated that this year's insurance premium increases are the worst
that he has seen in 29 years on the job. He stated that he has been working with Town staff to provide
the best packages to fit with what the Town currently has, noting that they were able to keep
everything the same outside of a 3% increase to the HSA plan. He stated that there is also an additional
plan being offered to provide Town employees with more flexibility. He stated that the dental
premiums will increase but noted that it is the most cost-effective dental package. He stated that
there is a recommended carrier change for the FSA, noting he has received many complaints about

the current FSA carrier.
Council thanked Mr. Johnson for his work on controlling the costs.

Vice-Mayor Adam noted that the major focus of working with Mr. Johnson was to allow for employees
to keep their providers and not have to make major changes.

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (7-0) to approve
the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Employee Benefits Package, including medical, dental, and life insurance
with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Arizona; vision insurance with VSP; telehealth services with Teladoc;
Employee Assistance Program services with Jorgenson, Brooks; ancillary coverages with Aflac; and
benefits and human resources administration services with HRPro for the administration of Flexible
Spending Accounts (FSA) and Dependent Care Flexible Spending Accounts {DC-FSA)}.

Discussion and possible adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 781-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF
THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE
VI, CHAPTER 74, SECTION 74.10 PERTAINING TO MAGISTRATE COURT FEES BY AUTHORIZING A
COURT SECURITY FEE; INCLUDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Judge Valdez)

Roger Valdez, Town Magistrate, stated that there has been a push to increase security in the
courtroom. He stated that this ordinance would allow for a diversion of fees to pay for that increased

court security.
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On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (7-0) to adopt
ORDINANCE NO. 781-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA,
AMENDING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE VII, CHAPTER 74, SECTION 74.10
PERTAINING TO MAGISTRATE COURT FEES BY AUTHORIZING A COURT SECURITY FEE; INCLUDING
SEVERABILITY; REPEALING CONFLICTING OQRDINANCES; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Discussion and possible approval of the purchase of one Truck-Mounted Single Engine Combination
Sewer Cleaner {Vac-Con) to support the maintenance and operation of the Town’s sanitary and
storm sewer systems, in an amount not to exceed $679,170.48. (Jonathan Tuomey)

Mr. Tuomey stated that this is a necessary item for the maintenance of a sewer system. He stated
that the Town is mandated to clean a certain portion of the sewers each year and has not been doing
that. He stated that this truck would be used almost daily for work around Town. He stated that staff
looked into purchasing a cheaper, used unit but noted that those units are already worn down and
will not come with a warranty like the proposed purchase would.

Mayor Eaton inquired how long it currently takes to fix a sewer blockage and if there is staff to handle
the new equipment.

Mr. Tuomey stated that currently it is a minimum of four hours to fix a blockage and that there is
currently staff who can handle this equipment.

Vice-Mayor Adam inquired if there is currently a potential for the sewer system to get backed up and
overflow.

Mr. Tuomey confirmed that it is a possibility.

Councilmember Bencina expressed his concerns with spending this money and noted that he has
found dealers that sell this equipment. He inguired why an RFP wasn’t put out to try and find a
cheaper piece of equipment.

Mr. Tuomey stated that the manufacturer is the only one who makes this piece of equipment and
noted that there are not many major purchases or projects coming forward from water/wastewater
in the future.

Councilmember Bucceliato stated that she does not want to see the sewers backing up or having
ADEQ impose fines on the Town, noting that the cost of the equipment is high but the risk of not
having the equipment is greater.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0) to approve
the purchase of one Truck-Mounted Single Engine Combination Sewer Cleaner (Vac-Con) to support
the maintenance and operation of the Town’s sanitary and storm sewer systems, in an amount not to
exceed $679,170.48.
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Discussion and possible approval of Change Order No. 5 for the Well 5B Rebuild Project, authorizing
additional services in the amount of $52,616, and increasing the total contract with KE&G to an
amount not to exceed $2,652,683.72. (Jonathan Tuomey)

Mr. Tuomey stated that well has not been pumping correctly and that multiple consultants have
advised shutting off and cleaning the well.

Vice-Mayor Adam noted that many of the issues with Well #5 predate Mr. Tuomey and thanked him
for working on the corrections.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (7-0) to
approve Change Order No. 5 for the well 58 Rebuild Project, authorizing additional services in the
amount of $52,616, and increasing the total contract with KE&G to an amount not to exceed

$2,652,683.72.

Discussion and possible approval of entering into a contract with Cactus Asphalt for pavement
preservation services (CIP T-69), including chip sealing of East Butte Avenue, Cooper Road, and
Attaway Road to address roadway failures, in the amount not-to-exceed amount of $1,110,190.64.

{Andy Smith)
Councilmember Bencina inquired about the scope of the project.

Andy Smith, Public Works Director, stated that the chip seal will be Butte Avenue from SR 79 to Diffin
Road, Cooper Road from Arizona Farms to Judd Road, and Attaway Road from Arizona Farms to Judd

Road.

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0)
to approve entering into a contract with Cactus Asphalt for pavement preservation services (CIPT-
69), including chip sealing of East Butte Avenue, Cooper Road, and Attaway Road to address roadway
failures, in the amount not-to-exceed $1,110,190.64.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT

Mr. Walls shared that there have been some small requests for items to be placed in the Council
Chambers and noted that those items are now in place, including flag straighteners.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Mayor Eaton opened the Call to the Public. Seeing no such comment, Mayor Eaton closed the Call to
the Public.

CALL TO THE COUNCIL — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY
Councilmember Bedford praised the work staff are doing.

Councilmember Bencina thanked staff for the work they have done.
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Councilmember Maldonado stated that JC's Brick Emporium had their grand opening the past
weekend, as well as Contact Physical Therapy the week before.

Councilmember Buccellato stated that Council did not vote to approve a data center being built and
only approved a rezoning of land. She stated that residents are concerned about data centers coming
to the area. She encouraged residents to attend meetings so that they can have their concerns heard.

Councilmember Neal stated, “Go Gophers”.

Vice-Mayor Adam stated that she has spoken with residents regarding the data centers and helped
answer some questions. She stated that dealings in Pinal County are not always within the Town of
Florence and that the Town can’t always move on items. She thanked the water/wastewater staff for
their work. She encouraged everyone to visit JC's Brick Emporium. She encouraged everyone to attend
a Florence FC match. She praised the work of Community Services for their work.

Mayor Eaton praised the Third Friday events and the downtown team behind them. He stated that
the Council is extremely accessible and encouraged people to reach out to Council.

ADJOURNMENT

On motiorjn of VicerMayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (7-0) to adjourn
the meeting at

N
Keith Eato ?}ﬂ@yor

ATTEST:

Lisa Garcia, Town Clerk

I certify that the following is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Florence Town Council
meeting held on April 21, 2026, and that the meeting was duly called to order and that a quorum was
present.

e

Lisa Garcia, Town Clerk
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