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TOWN OF FLORENCE 
ACTION MINUTES 

 
ACTION MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN 
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.   
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony 

Bencina, Sherrie Bedford 
 
Present: Keith Eaton, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina,  

   Sherrie Bedford 
 
Absent: Cathy Adam 

     
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence. 

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
5. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.  Council 
rules limit public comment to three minutes.  Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism 
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be 
put on a future agenda.  However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter 
during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal 
action. 

 
6. PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Public Hearing and possible action to adopt or disapprove the adoption of Resolution No. 
1997-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY ARIZONA, APPROVING 
THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A 75-FOOT-TALL CELLULAR MONOPOLE AND SETBACK 
MODIFICATION AT THE NWC OF FELIX ROAD AND THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD (COPPER 
BASIN RAILWAY), FLORENCE, AZ 85132, ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER 200-31-016A (PZ-26-15) 
SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. (Maricella Benitez) 

 
 
Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 
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On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (6-0) 
to adopt Resolution No. 1997-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY 
ARIZONA, APPROVING THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A 75-FOOT-TALL CELLULAR MONOPOLE 
AND SETBACK MODIFICATION AT THE NWC OF FELIX ROAD AND THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 
(COPPER BASIN RAILWAY), FLORENCE, AZ 85132, ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER 200-31-016A (PZ-26-
15) SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 

 
b. Public Hearing and possible action to adopt or disapprove the adoption of Ordinance No. 789-

26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A 
MAJOR AMENDMENT TO PARCEL 14 OF THE MERRILL RANCH PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
TO; (I) CHANGE A PORTION OF THE SITE’S LAND USE CATEGORY FROM “COMMERCIAL 
EMPLOYMENT-RETAIL (CE-RI) TO MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-2), (II) MODIFY A 
RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINE FOR GARAGE FRONTAGES ON LOTS WITH LESS THAN 40 FEET 
IN WIDTH, AND (III) REDUCE THE REAR SETBACKS FROM 15 FT. TO 10 FT (PZ-26-32), WITH 
STIPULATIONS. (Maricella Benitez) 

 

 
 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (6-0) to 
adopt Ordinance No. 789-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, 
ARIZONA, APPROVING A MAJOR AMENDMENT TO PARCEL 14 OF THE MERRILL RANCH PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT TO; (I) CHANGE A PORTION OF THE SITE’S LAND USE CATEGORY FROM 
“COMMERCIAL EMPLOYMENT-RETAIL (CE-RI) TO MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-2), (II) MODIFY 
A RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINE FOR GARAGE FRONTAGES ON LOTS WITH LESS THAN 40 FEET IN 
WIDTH, AND (III) REDUCE THE REAR SETBACKS FROM 15 FT. TO 10 FT (PZ-26-32), WITH 
STIPULATIONS.  

 
c. Public Hearing and possible action to adopt or disapprove the adoption of Ordinance No. 790-

26 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT TO EXPAND THE EXISTING AURORA SOLAR 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) BY APPROXIMATELY 26.660 ACRES AND INCREASE THE 
ALLOWED BUILDING HEIGHT LIMIT FROM 30 FEET TO 40 FEET WITHIN THE 26.660 EXTENSION 
OF THE AURORA SOLAR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED WEST OF 
ATTAWAY ROAD ON THE NORTH SIDE OF JUDD ROAD AND INCLUDES A PORTION OF APNS 
210-24-001P AND 210-24-001J (PZ-26-20). (Maricella Benitez) 
 

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (5-1) 
with Councilmember Buccellato opposed to adopt Ordinance No. 790-26 AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
AMENDMENT TO EXPAND THE EXISTING AURORA SOLAR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) BY 
APPROXIMATELY 26.660 ACRES AND INCREASE THE ALLOWED BUILDING HEIGHT LIMIT FROM 30 
FEET TO 40 FEET WITHIN THE 26.660 EXTENSION OF THE AURORA SOLAR PLANNED UNIT 

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 
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DEVELOPMENT. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED WEST OF ATTAWAY ROAD ON THE NORTH SIDE OF 
JUDD ROAD AND INCLUDES A PORTION OF APNS 210-24-001P AND 210-24-001J (PZ-26-20).  
 

a. Presentation from the Florence Chamber of Commerce. (Mayor Eaton) 
 
7. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the 

consent agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.  
 

a. Adoption of Resolution No. 1999-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF 
THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PINAL COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF FLORENCE FOR ANIMAL CARE AND 
CONTROL SERVICES; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT; AUTHORIZING 
THE TOWN MANAGER TO ADMINISTER THE AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. (Matt Thomas) 
 

b. Adoption of RESOLUTION NO. 2000-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL 
OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE AND THE TOWN OF GILBERT POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR 
COOPERATIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING OPERATIONS AND US OF THE GILBERT PUBLIC 
SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY. (Matt Thomas)  

 
c. Approval to enter into a five (5) year contract with Motorola Solutions Inc. for the Police 

Department records management system. (Matt Thomas) 
 

d. Approval to enter into a Communication Services Licenses Agreement with MMR Fiber 
Solutions, LLC for installation of Fiber Infrastructure within Town Rights-of-Way. (Andy Smith) 
 

e. Approval of the Public Safety Personnel Retirement System- Pension Funding Policy and to 
accept the assets, liabilities, and current funding ratio of the Town’s Public Safety Personnel 
Retirement System trust funds from June 30, 2025, measure date GASB Disclosure Statements. 
(Carl Dudding) 
 

f. Acceptance of the June 2026 Warrant Register in the amount of $6,405,104.15. (Carl Dudding) 
 

g. Approval of the Council meeting minutes of April 14, 21, May 5, 12, 19 and June 2, 2026.  
             (Lisa Garcia) 

 
h. Receive and file the following Board and Commission minutes. (Lisa Garcia) 

i. PSPRS Fire Local Board minutes of December 16, 2025. 
ii. PSPRS Police Local Board minutes of December 16, 2025. 

iii. Planning and Zoning Commission minutes of May 21 and June 25, 2026. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Neal and carried (6-0) to 
approve the Consent Agenda as written. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
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a. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the Purchase Agreement between the Town of Florence 
and American Leadership Academy, Inc. for the purchase of 4.1075 acres of right-of-way and 
0.2029 acres drainage easement; authorize the total cost of acquisition in the amount not to 
exceed $110,000; and authorize the Town Manager to execute all documents associated with 
the land acquisition as part of the Town’s Hunt Highway Phase 2 Reconstruction CIP Project T-
072. (Andy Smith) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) 
to approve the Purchase Agreement between the Town of Florence and American Leadership 
Academy, Inc. for the purchase of 4.1075 acres of right-of-way and 0.2029 acres drainage easement; 
authorize the total cost of acquisition in the amount not to exceed $110,000; and authorize the 
Town Manager to execute all documents associated with the land acquisition as part of the Town’s 
Hunt Highway Phase 2 Reconstruction CIP Project T-072.  

 
b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of expanding the Data Center Facility Ad Hoc Advisory 

Committee to seven members and appoint Jarred Sallus, Dillon Lewis, Erin Pajak, James 
Stewart, Jane Fillmore, Dean Keller and Robert Sears. (Jeff Graves)  
 

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) 
to expand the Data Center Facility Ad Hoc Advisory Committee to seven members and appoint 
Jarred Sallus, Dillon Lewis, Erin Pajak, James Stewart, Jane Fillmore, Dean Keller and Robert Sears.     

 
c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to adopt Resolution No. 1998-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, DECLARING AND ADOPTING THE RESULTS OF 
THE PRIMARY ELECTION HELD ON JULY 21, 2026. (Lisa Garcia) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
adopt Resolution No. 1998-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, 
ARIZONA, DECLARING AND ADOPTING THE RESULTS OF THE PRIMARY ELECTION HELD ON JULY 21, 
2026.  

 
d. Issuance of Certificate of Election to Council Elect Greg Curl, Council Elect Les Buchner, Council 

Elect Rita Ann Ezzai to a four-year term and Council Elect Nicolle Buccellato to a two-year term. 
(Lisa Garcia) 
 

 
9. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

a. Community Development 
b. Community Services 
c. Courts 
d. Finance 
e. Fire  
f. IT 
g. Police 
h. Public Works 
i. Utilities 
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10. CALL TO THE COUNCIL – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY 

 
11. PRESENTATIONS (Continued) 

a. Presentation of Community Appreciation Award to Cathy Adam for her two years of service. 
(Mayor Eaton) 
 

b. Presentation of Community Appreciation Award to Arthur “Snake” Neal for his two years of 
service. (Mayor Eaton) 
 

12. NEW BUSINESS (Continued)  
 

a. Administration of the Oath of Office to Councilmember Greg Curl. (Lisa Garcia) 
 
Ms. Garcia swore in Councilmember Greg Curl. 

 
b. Administration of the Oath of Office to Councilmember Nicole Buccellato (Lisa Garcia) 

 
Ms. Garcia swore in Councilmember Nicole Buccellato. 

 
c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the filling seat vacated by Councilmember Nicole 

Buccelato. (Lisa Garcia) 
 

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0) to 
approve the seating of Council-Elect Les Buchner to fill the seat vacated by Councilmember Nicole 
Buccellato. 

 
d. Administration of the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Councilmember. (Lisa Garcia) 

 
Ms. Garcia swore in Councilmember Les Buchner. 

 
e. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval appointment of the Vice-Mayor. (Lisa Garica)  

 
Councilmember Bedford nominated Nicole Buccellato. Councilmember Buccellato accepted the 
nomination. 
 
Councilmember Buchner nominated Tony Bencina. Councilmember Bencina accepted the 
nomination. 
 
Mayor Eaton called for a Roll Call vote for the first nomination for Nicole Buccellato to be appointed 
as Vice-Mayor. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Councilmember Bedford – Yes 
Councilmember Maldonado – Yes 
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Councilmember Buccellato – Yes 
Councilmember Bencina – No 
Councilmember Buchner - No 
Councilmember Curl - Yes 
 
Councilmember Buccellato was elected as Vice-Mayor with a 4-vote majority of Council. 

 
f. Announcement of Mayor Eaton’s Liaison Assignments (Mayor Eaton)  

 
g. Roll Call of Council as Ceremonial Change of Guard. (Lisa Garcia)  

 
Ms. Garcia preformed a Ceremonial Roll Call of the newly seated Council. 
 
 Mayor Eaton – hear 
 Vice-Mayor Buccellato – hear 
 Councilmember Maldonado – hear 
 Councilmember Bencina – hear 
 Councilmember Bedford – hear 
 Councilmember Curl – hear 
 Councilmember Buchner - hear  

 
13. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
14. CALL TO THE COUNCIL – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY 

 
15. ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

a. Consideration and possible action to recess into Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(1) for discussion and consideration of candidates for appointment to the position 
of Town Manager.  

b. Consideration and possible action to recess into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38- 
431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of receiving legal advice from, and providing direction to, 
the Town Attorney pertaining to well 5 status and accompanying issues.  

c. Consideration and possible action to recess into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38- 
431.03(A)(3) for the purpose of discussion and consultation for legal advice with the Town 
Attorney pertaining to fire apparatus antitrust litigation.  

d. Consideration and possible action to recess into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38- 
431.03(A) (3) and (4) for the purpose of receiving legal advice from, and providing direction 
to, the Town's Attorneys pertaining to the Florence Gardens HOA litigation.  

 
On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (7-0) 
to adjourn into Executive Session. 

 
16. ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (7-0) to 
adjourn from Executive Session. 



Please remember to silence your phone during the meeting. Thank you. 

 

 
17. NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 

a. Consideration and possible action pertaining to authorizing the Town Attorney to take any 
action necessary to preserve and protect the interests and rights of the Town of Florence from 
damage that it has or may suffer, pertaining to the purchase of fire apparatus.  

 
On motion Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Vice-Mayor Buccellato and carried (7-0) to 
approve the Professional Services Agreement for legal services and authorize the Town Attorney to 
execute said agreement and take any other action necessary to protect the town’s interests and 
rights related to the fire apparatus antitrust litigation. 

 
b. Consideration and possible action pertaining to the Florence Gardens HOA v. Town of Florence 

litigation.   
 

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (7-0) to 
direct the town attorney to proceed as instructed in executive session pertaining to the Florence 
Gardens HOA v. Town of Florence litigation. 

 
18. ADJOURNMENT  
 

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Buccellato and carried (7-0) to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:44 pm. 

 
POSTED ON AUGUST 6, 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH MAIN 
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV. 
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