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TOWN OF FLORENCE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT ADVISORY 

COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
 

Chairman Victoria Knight 
Vice-Chair Gilbert Olgin 
Commissioner Christine Reid 
Commissioner Steve West 
Commissioner Ginia Cathemer  
Commissioner Paula Butterworth 
Commissioner Pamela Tittes 
 

 
Wednesday, July 29, 2026 

 

Florence Town Hall 
775 N. Main Street 
Florence, AZ 85132 

(520) 868-7575 
www.florenceaz.gov 

 
 

                                         6:00 PM 

 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Town of Florence Historic District 
Advisory Commission and to the general public that a regular Historic District Advisory 
Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 29, 2026, in the Town Council Chambers, 
located at 775 N. Main Street, Florence, Arizona. 
 

Members of the public may submit written comments relating to this meeting to Planner 
Maricella Benitez by emailing maricella.benitez@florenceaz.gov at any time no later than one 

 
of your email. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

2. ROLL CALL: Knight  , Olgin  , Reid        , West         , Cathemer        ,  Butterworth        ,  
 

Tittes           , and Council Liaison Neal            . 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

4. CALL TO THE PUBLIC/COMMISSION RESPONSE: 
 
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Historic District 
Advisory Commission. Individual Commission members may respond to criticisms made, may 
ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda. 
However, members of the Commission shall not discuss or take action on any matter during 
an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal 
action. 
 

5. DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL of the minutes for the regular meeting conducted on 
March 25, 2026. 

hour prior to the posted start time for the meeting. Please be sure to include your name and 
address for the record as well as the meeting date (and Agenda Item #, if applicable) in the subject 

http://www.florenceaz.gov/
mailto:maricella.benitez@florenceaz.gov
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6. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. PRESENTATION on projects in the Historic Downtown. 
 

B. PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION on the CLG Training on May 30th. 
 

7. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
A. Other updates 
 

8. CALL TO THE COMMISSION - CURRENT EVENTS ONLY: 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

POSTED ON JULY 23, 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH 
MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV. 
 
***PURSUANT TO TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA), THE TOWN OF 
FLORENCE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY REGARDING ADMISSION TO 
PUBLIC MEETINGS. PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY MAY REQUEST REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS BY CONTACTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ADA COORDINATOR AT (520) 
868-8300 OR 711 TDD. REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW TIME 
TO ARRANGE THE ACCOMMODATION. 

http://www.florenceaz.gov/


REGULAR MEETING OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMISSION OF 
THE TOWN OF FLORENCE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2026, AT 6:00 PM, 
IN THE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN STREET, 
FLORENCE, ARIZONA. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Knight called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Knight, Olgin, Reid, West, Butterworth, Cathemer, Tittes, and Liaison Neal  
 
Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Maricella Benitez, Paul King, Bruce Walls 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC/COMMISSION RESPONSE 
None 
 
DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL of the meeting minutes for the regular 
meeting conducted on March 25, 2026. 
 
On motion by Commissioner West, seconded by Commissioner Reid, and carried 
7-0, to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 25, 2026. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. PRESENTATION/APPROVAL/APPROVALWITHCONDITIONS/ 

DISAPPROVAL of the Breezeway Project proposed by the Town of Florence. 

 

Community Services Director, Mr. Paul King, provided a presentation on the Breezeway 
Project between Main Street and the High-Profile Parking lot on Granite Road. Mr. King 
stated that staff went back and consulted with lighting and hardscape professionals and 
found the pathway meets ADA requirements. The West End ramp to the parking lot will 
be redone, and that's just over $5,000.The updates also include plans to use a cafe 
lighting system to light the breezeway area. Mr. King noted that the trees and cobblestone 
will stay in place.  
 
The Commission agreed that they were grateful the trees would stay and the Town would 
not have to start all over again like the trees near the election building. Commissioner 
Reid asked about the uneven cobblestones and if there was any way to smooth them out. 
Mr. King said he would look into maybe putting something in between or a different 
solution because they can be hard to traverse sometimes.     



Mr. King added that they plan on installing LED lighting for energy efficiency and string 
lights. They have an additional power source from the high-profile parking lot side of the 
breezeway, and the lights will actually have the benefit of changing colors. A 
Commissioner asked if there would be a power socket or a place to plug in a speaker or 
amplifier. Mr. King said they are working on installing this service because it will help with 
their events.  
  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
a. Other Updates 

Ms. Benitez stated that there will be no historic preservation conference this year, but 
there will be CLG training by the Arizona Historic Preservation Office. They will provide 
three CLG training courses this year. The first training will be on Saturday, May 30th at 
10 A.M. The location in Mesa will be provided shortly. Ms. Benitez noted that this is an 
opportunity to learn more about certified local governments and how people in historic 
preservation go about reviewing historic buildings. There will be two other offerings later 
in the year, one in the summer in Northern Arizona, and then another in the fall and winter.  
 
Ms. Benitez stated that there will not be a meeting next month because of the board and 
commission appreciation event. The Commissioners should have received an invite from 
either Patricia Buchanan or from the clerk's office. She reminded them to RSVP. 
 
CALL TO THE COMMISSION-CURRENT EVENTS ONLY 
Commissioner Reid remarked on the status of the mural on the outside of the Legion’s 
building, and that it was interesting to watch it slowly come together. Ms. Benitez noted 
that the clock was added to the tower.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion by Chair Knight, and seconded by Vice-Chair Olgin, carried 7-0, to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:16 pm. 
 
___________________________________   __________________________ 
Victoria Knight, Chair                                                                              Date 
 
 



Upcoming Projects in the Historic District                February 26, 2025 
 

 HISTORIC DISTRICT  

ADVISORY COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 
 

 
TO:   Historic District Advisory Commission  

FROM:  Maricella Benitez 

MEETING DATE:  July 29, 2026 

SUBJECT:  Discussion of projects in Historic Downtown 

 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:    
 
This item is a discussion only; no action must be taken.  
 
Several projects will be receiving submittals soon within the Historic District. The 
purpose of this discussion is to give the Commission an update on current 
projects, including more improvements at 230 and 220 N. Main Street, internal 
improvements at 360 N. Main, 110 N. Willow Street, and building updates at 363 
N. Main Street. This discussion will also include updates on the Silver King 
improvements and the Mina Street Breezeway. 

 

 

 
 



Historic Preservation Conference 2025               February 26, 2025 
 

 HISTORIC DISTRICT  

ADVISORY COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 
 

 
TO:   Historic District Advisory Commission  

FROM:  Maricella Benitez 

MEETING DATE:  July 29, 2026 

SUBJECT:  Presentation/Discussion of the May CLG Training 2026 

 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:    
 
This item is a discussion only; no action must be taken.  
 
The Historic Preservation Conference for 2026 was canceled. In place of the 
conference, the Historic Preservation Office put CLG Training events in place to 
provide further education. The first of the training sessions was set for May 30th at 
10 AM in downtown Mesa. Staff Liaison Maricella Benitez and Commission 
Pamela Tittes attended the training. There were several segments on historic 
preservation and repair, archaeological preservation, and the Certified Local 
Government Grant. Ms. Benitez and Commissioner Tittes will present their 
findings and share what they learned. 
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