)

MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026, AT
6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN STREET,
FLORENCE, ARIZONA.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Eaton calied the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina, Sherrie Bedford
Absent: Arthur Neal and Nicole Buccellato

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

CALL TC THE PUBLIC

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council. Council
rules limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be put
on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter during
an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action.

Noah Markham, Tempe resident, stated that he would like to see more development and a light rail
stop in Town. He stated that not enough people in Arizona discuss the history of Japanese Internment

Camps.

Bonnie Bariola praised Town Manager Bruce Walls and the work he has done since stepping into the
role, solving issues affecting the Town, and bringing in great staff. She praised staff members Andy
Smith, Lindsey Randall, Miguel Valenzuela, Al Monroe, and Robert Wingo for the work they do.

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

United Way of Pinal County Presentation by Joseph Caruso, Director of Development & Community
Engagement, and Allen Villalobos, Chief Executive Officer. (Mayor Eaton)

Joseph Caruso, Director of Development & Community Engagement at United Way, stated that his
organization has founded two homeless shelters in Apache Junction and Casa Grande over their 45
years of existence. He stated that the goai is to help everyone in Pinal County achieve their best life.
He stated key programs are education and financial stability. He stated the education programs
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include the Reading by 3" Grade Initiative, Family Friend & Neighbors Program, and Path to Success
GED Scholarships. He stated that they also have the Better Beginnings program alongside Florence
Copper, with 760 children enrolled in the program. He stated that programs for financial stability
include transportation assistance, a skilled workforce program, and financial education.

Mr. Caruso stated that United Way hosts and participates in many community events, highlighting
their Back to School Bash in Casa Grande and other work they do. He stated that transparency is a big
issue for the group and that their audits are available on Candid and Charity Navigator.

Vice-Mayor Adam praised the work of United Way Pinal County and noted that if children do not learn
to read by third grade, they may never be literate. She inquired if the education programs are
available to homeschoolers.

Mr. Caruso stated that the programs are open to any children under five in Pinal County.

Vice-Mayor Adam inquired if the scholarship program for certifications is available to non-students
seeking a certification such as a Commercial Driver's License.

Mr. Caruso stated that program is available to anyone in Pinal County under a certain income
threshold.

Councilmember Maldonado thanked United Way Pinal County for everything they do for veterans.

Public Hearing to receive citizen comments on the proposed rezoning of the property on the
northwest corner of Attaway Road and Hunt Highway from the Merrill Ranch Planned Unit
Development (PUD} to the Attaway Crossing Planned Unit Development (PUD), Assessor parcel
Number (APN) 200-24-0019F; And Discussion and possible adoption of Ordinance No. 786-26: AN
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A ZONE CHANGE
FOR THE APPROXIMATELY 2-ACRE PROPERTY ON THE NW CORNER OF ATTAWAY ROAD AND HUNT
HIGHWAY FROM THE MERRILL RANCH PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) TO THE ATTAWAY
CROSSING PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD), ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER (APN) 200-24-0019F
(PZ2-26-16), WITH STIPULATIONS. (Maricella Benitez)

Maricella Benitez, Senior Planner, stated that this is a rezoning for a parcel located on the northwest
corner of Hunt Highway and Attaway Road. She stated that the previous owner of the parcel has sold
it to the owners of the Attaway Crossing PUD. She stated that the Planning & Zoning Commission
recommends approval of this rezoning.

Julie Vermillion, Project Manager at CVL Consultants, stated that this parcel is currently between two
PUDs and will now be brought into one PUD and will match the surrounding uses. She stated that this
parcel will be used for five additional lots within the Attaway Crossing PUD while retaining the 70ft
landscape buffer on the northern perimeter.

Mavyor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public
Hearing.
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Councilmember Bencina inquired if there would be a wall surrounding the landscaped area.

Ms. Vermillion stated that there will be no walls around the landscaping and that the layout would
look similar to what exists in Anthem Merrill Ranch.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to adopt
Ordinance No. 786-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA,
APPROVING A ZONE CHANGE FOR THE APPROXIMATELY 2-ACRE PROPERTY ON THE NW CORNER OF
ATTAWAY ROAD AND HUNT HIGHWAY FROM THE MERRILL RANCH PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
(PUD) TO THE ATTAWAY CROSSING PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD), ASSESSOR PARCEL
NUMBER {APN) 200-24-001SF (PZ-26-16), WITH STIPULATIONS.

Public Hearing and possible action regarding the proposed Minor General Plan Amendment for the
Copper Crossing Project: Ordinance No. 787-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL
COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A MINOR GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE LAND USE MAP
FOR THE APPROXIMATELY 35.546-ACRE PROPERTY LOCATED WEST OF ATTAWAY ROAD AND
NORTH OF JUDD ROAD FROM THE SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHQOD PLACE TYPE TO THE INDUSTRIAL
PLACE TYPE, PORTIONS OF ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER (APN) 210-24-001P AND 210-24-001) WITH
STIPULATIONS (PZ-26-21). (Maricella Benitez)

Ms. Benitez stated that the amendment will be tied to a proposed rezone and is owned by SRP but
will be leased out and needs to change the land use place type. She stated that the original PUD was
a planned residential development named Nevitt Farms but was changed when Aurora Solar
amended it in 2010. She stated that the amendment will move the area from a Suburban
Neighborhood Place Type to an Industrial Place Type. She stated that the proposed use is for testing
of a new type of energy storage facility.

Reese Anderson, Attorney at Pew & Lake, stated that SRP wants to work with the Town to make sure
that they have all the proper land use requirements met. He stated that SRP has been engaging in
long-term energy storage research and development projects. He stated that the land in the area
owned by SRP already has energy infrastructure in place and more will be added in the near future.
He stated that the plan is to extend the existing Aurora PUD, increase the allowed building height,
and get a Minor General Plan Amendment to change the area to Industry. He stated that the battery
energy storage systems on site will be non-lithium-ion batteries.

Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public
Hearing.

Councilmember Bencina inquired about the need to increase the allowed building height.

Mr. Reese stated that the existing rules allow 30 feet maximum and that they would like to raise the
height to 40 feet to allow for things like water tanks for fire suppression to be placed on the property.

Vice-Mayor Adam expressed her appreciation for the transparency of SRP. She expressed her support
for the testing of new technologies but cautioned about the potential safety issues and inquired about
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the plans for the site regarding safe technologies. She encouraged everyone to attend Planning &
Zoning Commission meetings to learn more and ask questions.

Mayor Eaton thanked staff for being proactive by adopting the new building codes that will apply to
these developments.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (5-0) to
adopt Ordinance No. 787-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA,
APPROVING A MINOR GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE LAND USE MAP FOR THE
APPROXIMATELY 35.546-ACRE PROPERTY LOCATED WEST OF ATTAWAY ROAD AND NORTH OF JUDD
ROAD FROM THE SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHOOD PLACE TYPE TO THE INDUSTRIAL PLACE TYPE,
PORTIONS OF ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER (APN) 210-24-001P AND 210-24-001) WITH STIPULATIONS
(P2-26-21).

Public Hearing and possible action on Series 012 Restaurant Liquor License application submitted
by Michael Raymond Kaffer Ir. for L & B’s Mexican Restaurant, located at 695 S. Main Street,
Florence, Arizona, to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. (Chris Buckley)

Chris Buckley, IT Technician, stated that the notice of hearing was posted on May 21, 2026, at the
restaurant location and that no comments have been received. He stated that staff recommends
approval.

Mayor Eaton opened the public hearing. Seeing no such comment, Mayor Eaton closed the public
hearing.

Presentation of the Engage Florence Communications Survey Results & Proposed Strategy. (Jeff
Graves)

Jeff Graves, Communications and Intergovernmental Relations Officer, stated that 378 residents were
surveyed on top strategic priorities for the Town. He stated that for the question on how residents
receive information, respondents showed that there is a scattershot approach to receiving local
information and that 72% of respondents struggle to consistently find information. He stated that it
is the hope of staff that the new website will help with this issue. He stated that 50% of respondents
preferred communication via email newsletters, with 30% getting their information from Town social
media pages. He stated that respondents stated that they want more consistent and reliable updates
on events, road closures, and public safety. He stated that the majority of respondents use Facebook
as their social media of choice, with Instagram and Nextdoor used by younger residents. He stated
that older/senior respondents reported more struggles with finding information, and that
respondents likely did not know where to look or were not social media users. He stated the majority
of respondents rarely/never visit the website and for those that do, the majority have a moderate to
difficult time trying to find information on the Town’s website.

Mr. Graves stated that potential solutions include a centralized “one-stop shop” for communications,
making email the primary channel of communication, delivering predictable and high-value content,
leveraging of the Town’s social media platforms as well as launching a presence on Nextdoor,
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expansion of non-digital communications like text messages, and launching a modern service-focused
website.

Mr. Graves stated that the first phase of implementation will be launching a community calendar and
updating website pages. He stated the second phase will be launching the new monthly newsletter
and development of policies and SOPs for communication practices. He stated that the third phase
will be the launching of the new website, with the final phase being continued monitoring of
communication practices.

Mayor Eaton stated that accountability is a big factor for these communications so that good content
is being distributed.

Vice-Mayor Adam expressed her concern that Council and other community stakeholders have not
seen a demonstration of the community calendar. She stated that there needs to be a policy on what
communications will trigger a formal response from the Town.

Mr. Graves stated that the delay in providing a preview is because the developer needs to build a
specific program and that it will not be ready to show off until August.

Councilmember Maldonado expressed his excitement for this new program, noting how businesses
will be able to better coordinate events with a community calendar.

Councilmember Bencina expressed his desire for a work session to review the program. He requested
events posted on Town social media be regularly reposted and boosted.

Councilmember Bedford requested this presentation be put on the Town’s website for the pubiic to
be aware of coming changes.

Mayor Eaton expressed his support for a work session on this program.
ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (5-0) to adjourn to
Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1.

Ordinance No. 123-26: Discussion and possible adoption of AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED
VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBIJECT TO
TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00}) OF VALUATION
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TG BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY
FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl Dudding)

Carl Dudding, District Finance Director, stated that the required debt service levy for Merrill Ranch
Community Facility District No. 1is $3.00 per $100 of net assessed value, with the admin levy rate set
at 50.30 per $100 of net assessed value for a total levy of $3.30 per $100 of net assessed value.
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Boardmember Bencina stated that MRCFD No.1 bonds will be paid off by 2030 and that higher levy
rates to pay off the bond are not anticipated.

Chair Eaton inquired if there are still ongoing discussions with Florence Copper regarding MRCFD No.
1 issues.

Robert Wingo, District Attorney, confirmed those talks are still ongoing.

On motion of Boardmember Maldonado, seconded by Boardmember Bencina to adopt Ordinance No.
123-26: AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1, PINAL COUNTY,
ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY
FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN 5UM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
($100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM
FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE
2027.

Roll Call Vote:

Chairman Eaton: Yes
Vice-Chairman Adam: Yes
Boardmember Maldonado: Yes
Boardmember Bencina: Yes
Boardmember Bedford: Yes

Motions passed: 5-0
ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICTNC. 1

On motion of Vice-Chairman Adam, seconded by Boardmember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1.

ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried {5-0) to
adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.

Ordinance No. 223-26: Discussion and possible adoption of AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED
VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBJECT TO
TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY
FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl Dudding)

Carl Dudding, District Finance Director, stated that the required debt service levy for Merrill Ranch
Community Facility District No. 2 is $1.9939 per $100 of net assessed value, with the admin levy rate
set at $0.30 per $100 of net assessed value for a total fevy of $2.2939 per $100 of net assessed value.
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Boardmember Bencina stated that the total levy for MRCFD No. 2 is going down but noted that this
bond will not be paid off for a long time.

On motion of Boardmember Maldonado, seconded by Boardmember Bencina to adopt Ordinance No.
223-26: AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2, PINAL COUNTY,
ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY
FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
(6100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM
FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE
2027,

Roll Call Vote:

Chairman Eaton: Yes
Vice-Chairman Adam: Yes
Boardmember Maldonado: Yes
Boardmember Bencina: Yes
Boardmember Bedford: Yes

Motions passed: 5-0
ADJIOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2

On motion of Boardmember Maldonado, seconded by Boardmember Bencina and carried (5-0} to
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.

CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the consent
agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.

Approval for the acceptance of improvements to the warranty period for AMR Unit 2, with the
warranty period effective as of June 16, 2026. (Andrew Smith)

Acceptance of the remaining improvements (not previously accepted) in AMR Unit 15 effective as
of June 16, 2026, and waiving the one-year warranty period required by Florence Town Code Sec.
150.234(B)(4). (Andrew Smith)

Authorization to enter into a Cooperative Use Contract with Sunrise Engineering for Final Plat
Review Services, utilizing the Town of Fountain Hills On-Call Land Surveying Cooperative Contract,
in an amount not to exceed $75,000, for a one-year term effective July 1, 2026. (Andy Smith)

Authorization to purchase tire dismount and balancing equipment from Day Auto Supply in the
amount of $50,672.47, utilizing AXIA Contract #226051-03 for Aftermarket Automotive and Heavy-

Duty Vehicle Parts. (Andy Smith)
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Authorization to purchase a steel wheel rolier from Empire Southwest LLC for Fiscal Year 2026/2027
in the amount of $66,550.19 utilizing the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
Cooperative Purchasing Contract No. CTR078503 for Statewide Heavy Equipment. (Andy Smith)

Authorization to purchase a forklift from Naumann/Hobbs Material Handling, LLC in the amount of
$63,105.62 utilizing Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Contract No. 053024-MCF. {Andy Smith)

Authorization to purchase an lteris Apex Traffic Signal Detection Systems through Sierra
Transportation & Technologies, utilizing Maricopa County Department of Transportation
Cooperative Contract No. 230200 for Intelligent Transportation System Devices and Communication
Equipment, for the intersections of Hunt Highway and Merrill Ranch Parkway and Hunt Highway
and Anthem Hospital, in an amount not to exceed $77,791.58. (Andy Smith)

Authorization to renew the Agreement with the Pinal-Gila Council for Senior Citizens for a one-year
term, effective July 1, 2026, through lune 30, 2027, to continue Meals on Wheels and Congregate
Meal Services, and approve Appendix A renewing the Vehicle Lease Agreement for the 2011 Ford
E-350 Bus. {Steven Gallagher)

Authorization to purchase of a 2026 Chevrolet 2500 4x4 Utility Truck from Midway Chevrolet
utilizing Arizona State Contract No. CTR059320, in an amount not to exceed $69,062.65, and
authorize the Town Manager to execute all necessary documents. {Paul King)

Approval of the First Amendment to the Programmatic Agreement Compliance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act Florence Copper Project, Florence, Arizona. {Robert Wingo)

Authorization to issue a Notice of Intent to increase various rates and fees and authorize staff to post
the Notice and schedule a public hearing in accordance with Arizona law. {Carl Dudding)}

Accept the resignations of the following Florence Teen Council Members {Maddison Heimann, Emma
Coffey, Maile Derasin, Addyson Atwell, and Kayla Clark) effective upon the appointment of their
successors and appoint the recommended Teen Council candidates in the corresponding seat order
identified by appointing committee (Leah Shalkowski, Melody Husak, Tyler Buchanan, Logan Short, and
Joaquin Wilcox) {Lisa Garcia)

Acceptance Warrant Register for May 2026 in the amount of $5,467,050.18. (Carl Dudding)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried {5-0} to
approve the Consent Agenda as written except for item C.

Authorization to enter into a Cooperative Use Contract with Sunrise Engineering for Final Plat
Review Services, utilizing the Town of Fountain Hilis On-Call Land Surveying Cooperative Contract,
in an amount not to exceed $75,000, for a one-year term effective July 1, 2026. {Andy Smith)

Councilmember Bencina inquired if the fees collected from plat approvals will pay the cost of this
contract.
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Andy Smith, Public Works Director, stated that is the expectation.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (5-0) to authorize
entering into a Cooperative Use Contract with Sunrise Engineering for Final Plat Review Services,
utilizing the Town of Fountain Hills On-Call Land Surveying Cooperative Contract, in an amount not to
exceed 575,000, for a one-year term effective July 1, 2026.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Ordinance 783-26: Discussion and possible adoption of AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY
WITHIN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF
VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR
GENERAL MUNICIPAL EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30th DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl
Dudding}

Carl Dudding, Finance Director, stated that Council has multiple levy options to choose from.
Mayor Eaton expressed his desire to keep the levy rates unchanged.

Councilmember Bencina stated that the Town’s tax rate is not high compared to other cities and
towns and expressed his support for leaving rates unchanged.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado to adopt Ordinance
No. 783-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE
ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE SUBJECT TO TAXATION
OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED
TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR GENERAL MUNICIPAL EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
THE 30th DAY OF JUNE 2027.

Roll Call Vote:

Mayor Eaton - Yes

Vice-Mayor Adam - Yes
Counciimember Maldonado - Yes
Councilmember Bencina - Yes
Councilmember Bedford - Yes

The motions passed 5-0.

Ordinance No. 784-26: Discussion and possible adoption of AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY
WITHIN THE STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 AND 10) SUBJECT
TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR STREET LIGHT
OPERATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl Dudding)
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Mr. Dudding stated that the Town has 10 Street Light Improvement Districts and that 8 of the districts
will receive a secondary property tax to fund electrical costs.

Councilmember Bencina stated that he has requested a work session to discuss how this levy is
assessed.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado to adopt Ordinance
No. 784-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE
ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 AND 10) SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED
FROM FUNDS FOR STREET LIGHT OPERATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE
2027.

Roll Call Vote:

Mayor Eaton - Yes

Vice-Mayor Adam - Yes
Councilmember Maldonado - Yes
Councilmember Bencina - Yes
Councitmember Bedford - Yes

The motions passed 5-0.
NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action regarding the Florence Memorial Park Master Plan and Future
Improvements. {Paul King)

Jarod Thiele, Project Manager, stated that staff have been working with Lee’s & Associates for future
planning at the Florence Memorial Park. He stated that work is being done to implement the Florence
Memorial Park Ad Hoc Committee recommendations of columbarium design and improvements to
the water system.

Richard Cook, Owner/Principal at Lees & Associates, stated that the vision for Florence Memorial Park
was a multifunctional space that honored the local culture while providing internment services,
improving the landscaping and water usage of the park, encouraging more park-like usage of the
space, and providing long-term financial stability. He stated that there are many current challenges
with the current water infrastructure setup, noting there are no current restrictions on water usage
by families at the park. He stated that part of the landscape and water strategy would be a phased
introduction of trees and shrubs in common areas as well as replacing private family spigots with an
efficient irrigation system. He stated other solutions include infill of alternative roads with low-water-
use trees and shrubs. He displayed conceptual designs of the park pathway with low-water-use plants
as well as the cremation garden. He stated that the estimated budget for Phase 1 would be $130,000
with an additional $60,000 for design fees.
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Mayor Eaton stated that water access at Florence Memorial Park is an emotional issue but noted that
it is a serious problem. He thanked Lees & Associates for the work they have done with Florence
Memorial Park. He read a statement from Councilmember Buccellato discussing her appreciation for
the design of the columbarium but expressing concern over the cost and scale. She stated upgrades
to the gate have made immediate impacts and that the focus should be on the water issues at
Florence Memorial Park.

Councilmember Maidonado thanked the Ad Hoc Commitiee for their work. He stated that the
columbarium is needed but noted that fiscal responsibility is key. He stated that the water situation
is dire.

Councilmember Bencina praised the work of Lee’s & Associates. He stated that the fee schedule for
the Florence Memorial Park needs to be adjusted. He stated that there are other suggestions from
the Ad Hoc Committee besides a columbarium and that one thing that should be looked into is ways
to make the cemetery pay for itself.

Vice-Mayor Adam praised the work staff has done at the cemetery over the last year. She stated that
a document of what is and isn’t allowed at the cemetery and that the columbarium might not be the
right move at this time.

Mayor Eaton stated that this has produced a good roadmap forward and noted that the cemetery will
not be a money maker but is important for history.

Mr. Cook stated that cemeteries are set up as an essential service but noted that there is a path for
the Town to reduce the amount of tax dollars spent on the cemetery. He stated that the columbarium
can increase the demand for plots in the cemetery over time.

Discussion and possible action on entering into Contract No. 26-075CUC with Carollo Engineers for
professional engineering services to prepare and update the Town of Florence Water Master Plan,
utilizing the Strategic Alliance for Volume Expenditures (S.A.V.E.) Cooperative Purchasing
Agreement, in an amount not to exceed $390,820. {Jonathan Tuomey)

Jonathan Tuomey, Utilities Director, stated that the last master plan was completed in 2008.

Eric MclLeskey, Vice President at Carollo, stated that an integrated water master plan is a holistic
approach to managing water resources as an interconnected system. He stated that integrated
planning is good for communities that are seeing population growth, have projected water shortfalls,
and have unpredictable future water supplies. He stated that the pian will align community priorities,
provide a balanced approach for supply & demand management, provide a comprehensive
alternative analysis, recommendations to increase reliability, an implementation plan, and a
framework for building other elements of the plan. He stated that Carollo has completed plans for
Scottsdale, Queen Creek, and Liberty Utilities within the past 10 years. He stated that the primary
tasks of the plan will be data collection, developing a planning framework, a water resources
management plan, a water system master plan and system modeling, and proposed projections and
an implementation plan. He stated that anticipated outcomes for the Town include defining water
service areas and anticipated areas of service, estimated demands over the next 10 years, a water
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system inventory, near-and-long-term capital improvement recommendations, and a narrative
summary of operational recommendations.

Councilmember Maldonado clarified that this would not cover the areas of Town serviced by EPCOR.
He inquired if this would cover infrastructure like the greywater pumps at the National Guard site.

Mr. Tuomey stated that this item will only cover water infrastructure.

Vice-Mayor Adam inquired about how the Town’s water pipes would be inventoried and if the
modeling will show the projected move away from agriculture and towards data centers.

Mr. Mcleskey stated that there are different methods and that the likely method would be a hydraulic
inventory map. He stated that there wiil be different models and analysis based on potential uses.

Counciimember Bencina expressed his desire to see the results of the water plan.

Mayor Eaton inquired if the Utilities and Public Works teams are warking together so that projects
are not paying twice for the same things.

Mr. Tuomey stated that the teams are working together and that this item is focused on long-term
planning.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to enter
into Contract No. 26-075CUC with Carolio Engineers for professional engineering services to prepare
and update the Town of Florence Water Master Plan, utilizing the Strategic Alliance for Volume
Expenditures (5.A.V.E.) Cooperative Purchasing Agreement, in an amount not to exceed $390,820.

Discussion and possible adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 788-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 50 (WATER), ARTICLE V
{BACKFLOW PREVENTION), SECTIONS 50.195 THROUGH 50.200 OF THE FLORENCE TOWN CODE;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Jonathan Tuomey)

Mr. Tuomey stated that this will align the Town Code with current industry standards and will clarify
program responsibilities.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councitmember Maldonado and carried {5-0) to
adopt Ordinance No. 788-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 50 {WATER), ARTICLE V (BACKFLOW PREVENTION),
SECTIONS 50.195 THROUGH 50.200 OF THE FLORENCE TOWN CODE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Discussion and possible approval of purchasing a small wheel loader from Empire Southwest LLC in
the amount of $349,147.39 for Fiscal Year 2026/2027 utilizing the Arizona Department of
Transportation Cooperative Purchasing Contract No. CTR078503 for Statewide Heavy Equipment.
(Andy Smith)

Town of Florence Council Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2026
Page 12 of 19




Andy Smith, Public Works Director, stated that the Town’s current front-end loader is 43 years old.
Councilmember Bencina inquired how this item will be funded, as it is coming in over budget.
Mr. Dudding stated that there will be contingencies in the CIP budget to cover the shortfall.

On motion of Councilmember Madonado, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried {5-0) approving
the purchase of a small wheel loader from Empire Southwest LLC in the amount of $349,147.39 for
Fiscal Year 2026/2027 utilizing the Arizona Department of Transportation Cooperative Purchasing
Contract No. CTR078503 for Statewide Heavy Equipment.

Discussion and possible approval of the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 purchase of a motor grader from
Empire Southwest LLC utilizing Arizona Department of Transportation Cooperative Purchasing
Contract No. CTR078503 for Statewide Heavy Equipment, in an amount not to exceed $401,342.13.
(Andy Smith})

Members of Council did not have any inquiries on this item.

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (5-0) approving
the purchase of a motor grader from Empire Southwest LLC utilizing Arizona Department of
Transportation Cooperative Purchasing Contract No. CTR078503 for Statewide Heavy Equipment, in
an amount not to exceed 5401,342.13.

Discussion and possible approval of entering into a cooperative use contract, Town of Florence
Contract No. 26-076CUC, utilizing Pinal County Contract No. 234128R0Q with Cactus Transport II,
LLC, effective July 1, 2026, for pavement preservation services associated with CIP Project T-122.
The work includes Microseal Type Il treatment along Hunt Highway from Ripken Way to Franklin
Road to address roadway deterioration, in a total not-to-exceed amount of $1,180,064.57. (Lindsey
Randall)

Lindsey Randall, Senior Civil Engineer, stated that work has not been done on this stretch of road since
2015-2016 and that the project will include crack sealing, repair of critical damage, Microseal Type lll,
and new striping. She stated that the road will still be open to travel during the project.

Councilmember Bencina expressed his excitement to see the finai results of this project.

Mayor Eaton inquired if this project will be completed prior to the other projects on Hunt Highway
and if there is a benefit to completing this project first.

Ms. Randall stated that this project will be finished by the end of july and prior to the start of the Hunt
Highway widening project. She stated that the widening project should not have too much wear and
tear on the newly patched road.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Counciimember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to
approve entering into a Cooperative Use Contract, Town of Florence Contract No. 26-076CUC, utilizing
Pinal County Contract No. 234128R0Q with Cactus Transport il, LLC, effective July 1, 2026, for
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pavement preservation services associated with CIP Project T-122. The work includes Microseal Type
Il treatment along Hunt Highway from Ripken Way to Franklin Road to address roadway
deterioration, in a total not-to-exceed amount of $1,180,064.57.

Discussion and passibie approval of entering into amendment with Dibble Engineering to include
design for a roundabout as well as utility infrastructure along (CiP T-120), for a not to exceed
amount of $579,356.37. (Lindsey Randall)

Ms. Randall stated that the option for a roundabout was chasen and that this will reflect that design
option and the utility needs.

Councilmember Bencina inquired if there are any utility connections being placed on recently rezoned
land in the area around the Main Street extension.

Ms. Randali stated that there have not been any conversations with the landowner regarding those
issues.

Councilmember Maldonado inquired if the utility lines would include fiber optic lines.
Ms. Randall stated that they would be for water and sewer lines.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried {5-0) to
approve the amendment to the Dibble Engineering contract to include design for a roundabout as
well as utility infrastructure along (CIP T-120), for a not to exceed amount of $579,356.37.

Discussion and possible approval to amend the contract with Consor to include the development of
construction documents to relocate the Arizona Department of Corrections and Town of Florence
utilities on Butte Bridge (T-012). (Lindsey Randall)

Ms. Randall stated that the current bridge is not rated to support emergency vehicles. She stated that
the bridge currently has utility lines from the Arizona Department of Corrections, Southwest Gas,
Town of Florence, and Zayo, with SW Gas and Zayo working on plans for reattachment to the new
bridge. She stated that the funds for moving the ADOC lines were originally provided but have since
been withdrawn. She stated that this contract updates the scope to design additional moving of utility
lines.

Mayor Eaton inquired if the full cost of the utility project is known.
Ms. Randall stated that she does not have the full cost for moving the utilities.

Councilmember Bencina stated that conversations are needed with the state regarding funding of this
project.

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried {5-0) to
approve the amendment to the contract with Consor to include the development of construction

Town of Florence Council Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2020
Page 14 of 19




documents to relocate the Arizona Department of Corrections and Town of Florence utilities on Butte
Bridge (T-012).

Discussion and possible approval of the preferred option for welcome signage design for various
locations within the Town of Florence. {Jarod Thiele}

Bruce Walls, Town Manager, stated that staff was directed to select locations that would host
temporary signage.

Mr. Thiele stated that there are 13 locations around Town where signs are currently located. He
shared three design options for the signs, with Design Option #2 having a green background similar
to other common ADOT signs.

Mayor Eaton expressed his preference for Design Option #1.
Councilmember Bencina provided feedhack on some of the designs suggested.

Vice-Mayor Adam stated that she is fine with any option and that she would like to have “historic” on
the sign.

Councilmember Maldonado expressed his preference for Design Options #1 and #3.

Councilmember Bedford expressed her preference for Design Option #1 with Councilmember
Bencina's proposed edits.

Council agreed to move forward with Design Option #1 with the suggested changes.

Mr. Thiele inquired if there were any suggestions to the proposed sign for the Charles Whitlow Rodeo
Grounds.

Councilmember Bencina stated that he is against spending money on items for the rodeo grounds.
Vice-Mayor Adam inquired if some of the text can be changed to a white color for better visibility.
Mr. Thiele displayed the proposed directional signs that will be placed around Town.

On motion Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to approve
option #1 with revisions for the welcome signage design for various locations within the Town of
Florence at a cost of $140,000.

Discussion and possible direction regarding improvements to Main Street Park. (Jarod Thiele)

Mr. Thiele stated that staff have entered into a contract for designs for Main Street Park, noting that
Council approved funds for final improvements to the park. He stated that the park was previously an
ADOT rest stop and that the age of the infrastructure is not known. He stated the priorities to address
are ramadas, irrigation, security lighting, turf & landscape, and the public components. He reviewed

Town of Florence Council Meeting Minutes
june 16, 2026
Page 15 of 19



the design options with Option #1, keeping current amenities and utilizing partners like ACI for
ramada improvements, and Option #2, removing a ramada and placing a half-court basketball court
and improving the other amenities.

Councilmember Bedford inquired about the process for getting the half-court basketball court and if
the Town’s equipment could be used to pour the concrete and save money.

Mr. Thiele stated that there are specialty contractors for courts and that the Town would retain the
services of one for the court.

Mr. Smith stated that the Public Works teams could pour concrete for sidewalks and curbs but would
defer to experts when it comes to items like a basketball court.

Councilmember Bedford expressed her desire to have a basketball court at Main Street Park and how
kids on the south end of Town have to travel a long distance to get to Jason Lopez Memorial Park. She
expressed her support for Design Option #1.

Vice-Mayor Adam stated that if murals are planned for the park, a plan be put in place to determine
what murals are selected and what the theme is.

Councilmember Bencina expressed his support for Design Option #1 without the art component.

Councilmember Maldonado stated that one option for public art is to have local artists paint the
transformer box. He expressed his support for Design Option #1.

Councilmember Bedford expressed her frustration at the lack of desire for a basketball court. She
stated that kids on the south end of Town need a place to play.

Councilmember Bencina stated that he could support Design Option #2.
Vice-Mayor Adam expressed her support for Design Option #2.

Discussion and possible authorization for the Town Manager to execute purchase agreements and
related documents for FY 27 Capital Improvement Plan vehicle purchases, in amounts not to exceed
$1,206,000 approved within the adopted FY27 CIP and annuat budget. {Carl Dudding)

Mr. Dudding stated that there are 13 cars included in the CIP budget for FY26-27 and that this will
allow the Town Manager to authorize the purchases up to the budgeted amount.

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (5-0} to
authorize the Town Manager 10 execute purchase agreements and related documents for FY 27
Capital Improvement Plan vehicle purchases, in amounts not to exceed $1,206,000 approved within
the adopted FY27 CIP and annual budget.

Discussion and possible approval of entering into a cooperative use contract (Town of Florence
Contract No. 26-080CUC) utilizing the City of Mesa Agreement No. 2025062 with East Valley Disaster
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Services, Inc. for Storm Damage Repairs and HVAC Improvements at Viney Jones Library &
Community Center, in an amount not to exceed $474,981.51. (Jarod Thiele)

Mr. Thiele stated that the storm in September 2025 caused damage to the interior of Viney Jone
Library & Community Center as well as damage to some HVAC units. He stated that the HVAC units
are nearing the end of their natural life as well and that replacements are needed as the Viney Jones
Library & Community Center is designated as a community cooling center.

Councilmember Bencina suggested seeking rebates from APS for the HVAC replacements.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (5-0) to approve
entering into a cooperative use contract (Town of Florence Contract No. 26-080CUC) utilizing the City
of Mesa Agreement No. 2025062 with East Valley Disaster Services, Inc. for Storm Damage Repairs
and HVAC Improvements at Viney Jones Library & Community Center, in an amount not to exceed
$474,981.51.

Discussion and possible approval of Change Order No. 1 for a previously approved contract with
Weems Asphait LLC for additional repair work at the intersection of Felix Road and Arizona Farms
Road, in the amount of $17,488.05, for a total not to exceed amount of $63,151.43. This work is
part of the T-69 Capital Improvement Project for Pavement Preservation. {Andy Smith)

Mr. Smith stated that this is for the additional scope of work that was discovered on this project after
the contractor began work.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Madonado and carried (5-0) to
approve Change Order No. 1 for a previously approved contract with Weems Asphalt LLC for
additional repair work at the intersection of Felix Road and Arizona Farms Road, in the amount of
$17,488.05, for a total not to exceed amount of 563,151.43. This work is part of the T-69 Capital
Improvement Project for Pavement Preservation.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT

Mr. Walls stated that his unofficial survey on the four 10’s work week will be included in Council’s
weekly report. He thanked the Council for allowing him to serve as Town Manager and reflected
positively on his time in service.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Gordon Leaman, Florence resident, expressed his appreciation for the work Mr. Walls has done. He
praised the report of the new communication platform and noted that the new Town Manager will

need to know the platform inside and out.

Kristen Larsen, Florence resident, expressed her appreciation for the work of Mr. Walls.
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CALLTO THE COUNCIL — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Councilmember Bedford thanked everyone who attended the meeting and thanked her fellow
Councilmembers.

Councilmember Bencina praised Councilmember Bedford for fighting for the basketball court.

Councilmember Maldonado expressed his excitement with his recent visit to the National Guard site
and thanked Mr. Walls.

Vice-Mayor Adam thanked Mr. Walls for his service. She congratulated Mr. Roger Biede for being
named Grand Master of the Arizona Masons.

Mayor Eaton stated he attended a session on Opportunity Zones at Grand Canyon University. He
thanked Mr. Walls for his work as Town Manager.

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (5-0} to adjourn to
Executive Session.

Consideration and possible action to recess into executive session pursuant to AR.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(3) for the purpose of discussion and consultation for legal advice with the Town Attorney
pertaining to PFAS Multi-District Litigation.

ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (5-0) to adjourn
from Executive Session.

CONTINUATION OF NEW BUSINESS

Consideration and possible action pertaining to authorizing the Town Attorney and Town manager
to take any action necessary to preserve and protect the interests and rights of the Town of Florence
from damages, that it has or may suffer, from PFAS contamination. (Robert Wingo)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (5-0) to take any
action necessary to preserve and protect the interests and rights of the Town of Florence from
damages that it has or may suffer, from PFAS contamination.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councilmember Madonado, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (5-0) to adjourn
the meeting at 10:36 p.m.
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Keith Eaﬂon,\/l%yor

ATTEST:

AA

ﬁsa Garcia, 1:0wn Clerk

| certify that the following is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Florence Town Council
meeting held on June 16, 2026, and that the meeting was duly called to order and that a quorum was
present.

Ma Ga??:fa, Town Clerk
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