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TOWN OF FLORENCE 
ACTION MINUTES 

 
ACTION MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 
2026, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN 
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.   
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony 

Bencina, Sherrie Bedford 
 
Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina,  

   Sherrie Bedford 
 
Absent: Arthur Neal 

     
3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence. 

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
5. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.  Council 
rules limit public comment to three minutes.  Individual Councilmembers may respond to criticism 
made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that a matter be 
put on a future agenda.  However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act on any matter 
during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal 
action. 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND PRESENTATIONS 

a. Presentation of the Florence Legacy Award, Lifetime of Service, to Wilbur Freeman, 
recognizing 41 years of distinguished service, leadership, and lasting contributions to the Town 
of Florence.  (Keith Eaton) 
 

b. Public Hearing on Ordinance 783-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
TOWN OF FLORENCE SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH $100 OF 
VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS 
FOR GENERAL MUNICIPAL EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30th DAY OF JUNE 
2027. (Carl Dudding) 
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Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 

 
c. Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 784-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL 

COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  7, 8, 9 AND 10) SUBJECT TO 
TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION 
SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR STREET 
LIGHT OPERATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl 
Dudding) 

 
Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 
 

d. Public Hearing to receive citizens’ comments on the proposed final budget for Fiscal Year 
2027. (Carl Dudding) 

 
Mayor Eaton opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no movement, Mayor Eaton closed the Public 
Hearing. 

 
e. Presentation regarding the cooperative contract with Cactus Asphalt for pavement 

preservation services (CIP T-069) for chip sealing of East Butte Avenue, Cooper Road, and 
Attaway Road. (Miguel Valenzuela) 
 

7. ADJOURN TO A SPECIAL MEETING  
 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn to a Special Meeting. 
 

a. Discussion and possible adoption of Resolution No. 1992-26, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF 
FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2027. 
(Carl Dudding) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (6-0) to 
adopt Resolution NO. 1992-26, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, 
ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2027. 

 
8. ADJOURN FROM SPECIAL MEETING  
 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) 
to adjourn from the Special Meeting. 
 
9. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1 
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On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) 
to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1. 
 

a. Public hearing to accept citizens' comments on Ordinance No. 123-26 adopting a secondary 
property tax levy in the amount of $3.30 per $100 Net Assessed Valuation for Fiscal Year 
22027: AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1, PINAL 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED 
TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl Dudding) 

 
Chairman Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Chairman Eaton closed the 
Public Hearing. 

 
b. Public hearing to receive citizens’ comments on the proposed final budget for Merrill Ranch 

Community Facilities District No. 1; and possible adoption of Resolution No. MRCFD1 154-26: 
A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
DISTRICT NO. 1, FLORENCE ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027. (Carl 
Dudding) 

 
Chairman Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Chairman Eaton closed the 
Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Boardmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Chairman Adam and carried (6-0) to 
adopt Resolution No. MRCFD1 154-26: A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MERRILL 
RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1, FLORENCE ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2027.  
 

c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the February 3, 2026 minutes of the Merrill Ranch 
Community Facilities District No. 1. (Lisa Garcia)  

 
On motion of Boardmember Bencina, seconded by Boardmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
approve the February 3, 2026 minutes of the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1. 
 
10. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1 
 
On motion of Boardmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Chairman Adam and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1. 

 
11. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2 

 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2. 
 

a. Public Hearing to accept citizens' comments on Ordinance No. 223-26 adopting a secondary 
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property tax levy in the amount of $2.2939 per $100 Net Assessed Valuation for Fiscal Year 
2027: AN ORDINANCE OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2, PINAL 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, LEVYING THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT SUBJECT TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN SUM UPON EACH ONE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED 
TO BE RECEIVED FROM FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2027. (Carl Dudding) 

 
Chairman Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Chairman Eaton closed the 
Public Hearing. 

 
b. Public Hearing to receive citizens’ comments on the proposed final budget for Merrill Ranch 

Community Facilities District No. 2; and possible adoption of Resolution No. MRCFD2 253-26: 
A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
DISTRICT NO. 2, FLORENCE ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027. (Carl 
Dudding) 

 
Chairman Eaton opened the Public Hearing.  Seeing no movement, Chairman Eaton closed the 
Public Hearing. 
 
On motion of Boardmember Maldonado, seconded by Vice-Chairman Adam, and carried (6-0) to 
adopt Resolution No. MRCFD2 253-26: A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MERRILL 
RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2, FLORENCE ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2027.  

 
c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of the February 3, 2026 minutes of the Merrill Ranch 

Community Facilities District No. 2. (Lisa Garcia) 
 
On motion of Boardmember Bencina, seconded by Boardmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
approve the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2 meeting minutes of February 3, 
2026. 

 
12. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2 
 
On motion of Boardmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Chairman Adam and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2. 

 
13. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the 

consent agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.  
 

a. Adoption of Resolution No. 1993-26, designating Finance Director, Carl Dudding, as Chief Fiscal 
Officer for the Town of Florence for fiscal year 2027. 
 

b. Approval of a one-year contract extension with Republic Services for Landfill and Transfer 
Station Services for the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. (Carl Dudding) 
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c. Acceptance of the improvements to the warranty period for AMR Sun City Blvd. Phase 2B, with 
the warranty period beginning on June 2, 2026. (Andy Smith) 
 

d. Acceptance of the improvements to the warranty period for AMR Unit 59B, with the warranty 
period beginning on June 2, 2026. (Andy Smith) 
 

e. Acceptance of the improvements to the warranty period for AMR Unit 66, with the warranty 
period beginning on June 2, 2026. (Andy Smith) 

 
f. Receive and file the following Board and Commission minutes. (Lisa Garcia) 

i. Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Advisory Board minutes of April 15, 2026. 
ii. Community Services Advisory Board minutes of March 12 and April 9, 2026. 

iii. Planning and Zoning Commission minutes of December 4, 2025. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
approve the Consent Agenda as written. 
 

14. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion and possible action regarding selecting a Census Tract (one of two) to be nominated 

to Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA) for consideration of an Opportunity Zone 2.0 
designation in the Town of Florence.  (Albert Monroe)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (6-0) to select 
Census Tract 2 to be nominated to the Arizona Commerce Authority for consideration of an 
Opportunity Zone 2.0 designation in the Town of Florence. 

 

b. Discussion and possible approval of preferred option for the design of Main Street Extension 
(CIP T-120). (Andy Smith).  

 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to select 
Option #3 Roundabout for the preferred design option of Main Street Extension (CIP-120). 

 
c. Discussion and possible adoption of Resolution No. 1994-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR 

AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, APPROVING AN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE AND PINAL COUNTY 
FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PINAL COUNTY REGIONAL VEHICLE CRIMES/TRAFFIC TASK FORCE; 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT; AND AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS 
NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE PURPOSES OF THIS RESOLUTION. (Matthew Thomas)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (6-0) to adopt 
Resolution No. 1994-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
FLORENCE, ARIZONA, APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN 
OF FLORENCE AND PINAL COUNTY FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PINAL COUNTY REGIONAL VEHICLE 
CRIMES/TRAFFIC TASK FORCE; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT; AND 
AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE PURPOSES OF THIS RESOLUTION.  
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d. Discussion and possible adoption of Resolution No. 1995-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR 
AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 
FLORENCE AND PINAL COUNTY FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF HUNT HIGHWAY 
FROM MAGMA ROAD TO FRANKLIN ROAD; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENT; AND AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE PURPOSES OF 
THIS RESOLUTION. (Andy Smith)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado and carried (6-
0) to adopt Resolution No. 1995-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE AND PINAL COUNTY FOR 
THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF HUNT HIGHWAY FROM MAGMA ROAD TO FRANKLIN ROAD; 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT; AND AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS 
NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE PURPOSES OF THIS RESOLUTION.  
  

e. Discussion and possible approval of the Advanced Life Support Base Hospital, Administrative, 
and Online Medical Direction Agreement between HonorHealth and the Town of Florence for 
EMS medical direction, quality management, training, and related Advanced Life Support (ALS) 
and Basic Life Support (BLS) services for the Florence Fire Department. (Mitch Snyder)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-
0) to approve the Advanced Life Support Base Hospital, Administrative, and Online Medical 
Direction Agreement between HonorHealth and the Town of Florence for EMS medical direction, 
quality management, training, and related Advanced Life Support (ALS) and Basic Life Support (BLS) 
services for the Florence Fire Department. 
 

15. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
a. Community Development 
b. Community Services 
c. Courts 
d. Finance 
e. Fire  
f. Police 
g. Public Works 
h. Utilities 
i. Florence Fixit Report 

 
16. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
17. CALL TO THE COUNCIL – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY 

 
18. ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina and carried (6-0) to adjourn 
to Executive Session. 
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Consideration and possible action to recess into Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(1) and (A)(3) for discussion pertaining to filling the vacated Town Manager position and 
Interim Assignment, and legal advice from the Town Attorney. 
 

19. ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bedford and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn from Executive Session. 

 
20. ADJOURNMENT  

 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (6-0) to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 
POSTED ON JUNE 4, 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH MAIN 
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV. 
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