TOWN OF FLORENCE
ACTION MINUTES

ACTION MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 19,
2026, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.

1. CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

2. ROLL CALL: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado,
Tony Bencina, Sherrie Bedford

Present: Keith Eaton, Cathy Adam, Arthur Neal, Nicole Buccellato, Jose Maldonado, Tony Bencina,
Sherrie Bedford

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Eaton called for a Moment of Silence.
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

5. CALLTO THE PUBLIC
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.
Council rules limit public comment to three minutes. Individual Councilmembers may respond
to criticism made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised or may ask that
a matter be put on a future agenda. However, members of the Council shall not discuss or act
on any matter during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly noticed for
discussion and legal action.

6. PRESENTATIONS
a. Presentation by Pinal County Attorney Brad Miller regarding a Criminal Law Update,
including legislative updates and crime count information. (Keith Eaton)

b. Chamber of Commerce Update by Paul Felker (Keith Eaton)

7. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as part of the
consent agenda unless a Councilmember objects at the time the agenda item is called.

a. Approve the acceptance of the improvements to the warranty period for AMR Unit 33-A,
with the warranty period beginning retroactively on May 19, 2026. (Andy Smith)
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b. Approval of entering into a cooperative use contract (Town of Florence Contract No. 26-
072CUCQC), utilizing the City of Mesa Agreement No. 2025062, with East Valley Disaster
Services, Inc. for storm damage repairs at the Silver King Marketplace, in an amount not to
exceed $67,523.88. (Jarod Thiele)

c. Acceptance Warrant Register for April 2026 in the amount of $3,973,769.73. (Carl Dudding)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0)
to approved the Consent Agenda as written except for 7.b.

b. Approval of entering into a cooperative use contract (Town of Florence Contract No. 26-
072CUCQ), utilizing the City of Mesa Agreement No. 2025062, with East Valley Disaster Services,
Inc. for storm damage repairs at the Silver King Marketplace, in an amount not to exceed
$67,523.88. (Jarod Thiele)

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (7-0) to
approve entering into a cooperative use contract (Town of Florence Contract No. 26-072CUC),
utilizing the City of Mesa Agreement No. 2025062, with East Valley Disaster Services, Inc. for storm
damage repairs at the Silver King Marketplace, in an amount not to exceed $67,523.88.

8. NEW BUSINESS
a. Discussion and possible adoption of the Fiscal Year 2026—-2027 Capital Improvement Plan. (Carl
Dudding)

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado to add $500,000
to the CIP project, and let the town decide how to move money around for the revitalization of
Florence, and another $500,000 for beautification and adding amenities to Jason Lopez Park.

Councilmember Bencina withdrew his motion, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam to add $500,000 to the CIP
for Jason Lopez Park for beautification and expansion of amenities.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Bedford — Yes
Councilmember Bencina — Yes
Councilmember Maldonado — Yes
Councilmember Buccellato — Yes
Councilmember Neal — Yes
Vice-Mayor Adam — Yes

Mayor Eaton - Yes

The motion carries 7-0.
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Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato to approved the 2027 CIP as
amended.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Bedford — Yes
Councilmember Bencina — Yes
Councilmember Maldonado - Yes
Councilmember Buccellato — Yes
Councilmember Neal — Yes
Vice-Mayor Adam - Yes

Mayor Eaton - Yes

The motion carries 7-0.

b. Discussion and possible action to approve the first of three optional one-year contract
extensions with Waste Connections of Arizona, Inc. for Solid Waste and Recycling Services for
the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, in an amount not to exceed $1,628,000.
(Carl Dudding)

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by (not audible), and carried (7-0) to approve
the first of three optional one-year contract extensions with Waste Connections of Arizona, Inc. for
Solid Waste and Recycling Services for the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, in an
amount not to exceed $1,628,000.

c. Discussion and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 1991-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE ESTIMATES OF
THE AMOUNT REQUIRED FOR THE PUBLIC EXPENSE FOR THE TOWN OF FLORENCE FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2026-2027; ADOPTING A TENTATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET; SETTING FORTH THE RECEIPTS,
EXPENDITURES AND THE AMOUNT PROPOSED TO BE EXPENDED FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES;
GIVING NOTICE OF THE TIME FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR TAXPAYERS ON THE ADOPTION OF
THE FINAL BUDGET; ADOPTING THE BUDGET IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATE-IMPOSED
EXPENDITURE LIMITATION AND VOTER-APPROVED EXCESS AMOUNT.(Carl Dudding)

On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Maldonado to adopt the tentative
budget with the inclusion of the additional $500,000 for the Jason Lopez park with Resolution No.
1991-26: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, ADOPTING THE
TENTATIVE ESTIMATES OF THE AMOUNT REQUIRED FOR THE PUBLIC EXPENSE FOR THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027; ADOPTING A TENTATIVE ANNUAL BUDGET; SETTING FORTH
THE RECEIPTS, EXPENDITURES AND THE AMOUNT PROPOSED TO BE EXPENDED FOR VARIOUS
PURPOSES; GIVING NOTICE OF THE TIME FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR TAXPAYERS ON THE ADOPTION
OF THE FINAL BUDGET; ADOPTING THE BUDGET IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATE-IMPOSED
EXPENDITURE LIMITATION AND VOTER-APPROVED EXCESS AMOUNT.

Roll Call Vote:
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Councilmember Bedford — Yes
Councilmember Bencina — Yes
Councilmember Maldonado - Yes
Councilmember Buccellato — Yes
Councilmember Neal - Yes
Vice-Mayor Adam - Yes

Mayor Eaton - Yes

The motion carries 7-0.

d. Discussion and possible action to adopt Ordinance No. 785-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR
AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING
FLORENCE TOWN CODE SECTION 30.07 PERTAINING TO COMPENSATION FOR THE MAYOR
AND TOWN COUNCIL, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEAL, AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE. (Bruce Walls)

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bencina to adopt
Ordinance No. 785-26: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING FLORENCE TOWN CODE SECTION 30.07
PERTAINING TO COMPENSATION FOR THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; REPEAL; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Roll Call Vote:

Councilmember Bedford — No
Councilmember Bencina — Yes
Councilmember Maldonado - Yes
Councilmember Buccellato — No
Councilmember Neal — No
Vice-Mayor Adam — No

Mayor Eaton - No

The motion does not pass. (Yes: 2, No: 5)

9. RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Consideration and possible action to recess into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and consultation with the Town Attorney for
legal advice and to consider its position and provide instruction pertaining to the Development
Agreement Application submitted by Florence PG53, LLC.

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Councilmember Bencina to recess into
Executive Session.

10. ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION
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On motion of Vice-Mayor Adam, seconded by Councilmember Bencina to adjourn from Executive
Session.

11. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED
e. Discussion and possible action pertaining to the Development Agreement Application
submitted by Florence PG 53, LLC, regarding the installation and cost-sharing of a traffic signal at
Arizona State Route 79 (Arizona 79) and Hunt Highway. (Bruce Walls)

On motion of Councilmember Maldonado, seconded by Councilmember Bedford and carried (7-0)
to not move forward with the Development Agreement Application submitted by Florence PG 53,
LLC, regarding the installation and cost-sharing of a traffic signal at Arizona State Route 79 (Arizona
79) and Hunt Highway.

12. TOWN MANAGER REPORT

13. CALLTO THE PUBLIC

14. CALL TO THE COUNCIL — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

15. RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: Consideration and possible action to recess into executive
session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and
consultation with the Town Attorney for legal advice and to consider its position and provide
instruction pertaining to negotiations with EPCOR for potential water service.

On motion of Councilmember Bencina, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0) to
recess to Executive Session.

16. ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion of Councilmember Buccellato, seconded by Vice-Mayor Adam and carried (7-0) to
adjourn from Executive Session.

17. ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councilmember Bedford, seconded by Councilmember Buccellato and carried (7-0) to
adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

POSTED ON MAY 21, 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH MAIN
STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV.

Please remember to silence your phone during the meeting. Thank you.


http://www.florenceaz.gov/

