TOWN OF FLORENCE
CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Boardmember William “Bill” Foster
Boardmember Arthur Neal
Boardmember Shad Beebe
Boardmember Lindy Mason
Boardmember Amber Hitchcock

Florence Community Center
778 N. Main Street
Florence, AZ 85132

(520) 868-7500
www.florenceaz.gov
Meet 3 Wednesdays

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 6:00 PM

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Town of Florence Charles Whitlow Advisory
Board and to the general public that a Regular Meeting of the Florence Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds
Advisory Board will be held on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Town of Florence
Community Center, 778 N. Main Street, Florence, AZ.

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4, NEW BUSINESS
a. Approval/Disapproval of Recommendation of regular meeting minutes of April 15, 2026,
meeting.

b. Discussion of recent awards received by members of the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds
Board.

v

CALL TO THE PUBLIC/BOARD RESPONSE

Call to the Public for Comment is limited to issues within the jurisdiction of the Town of Florence Charles
Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Advisory Board. Council rules limit public comments to three minutes.
Individual board members may respond to criticism made by those commenting, may ask the staff liaison
to review a matter raised, or may ask that a matter be placed on a future agenda.

6. CALL TO THE BOARD — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

7. ADJOURNMENT

POSTED THIS 14TH DAY OF MAY 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 NORTH
MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV.



***PURSUANT TO TITLE Il OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA), THE TOWN OF FLORENCE
DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY REGARDING ADMISSION TO PUBLIC
MEETINGS. PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY MAY REQUEST REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS BY
CONTACTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ADA COORDINATOR, AT (520) 868-8300 OR 711 TDD.
REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW TIME TO ARRANGE THE
ACCOMMODATION. *#**



TOWN OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD REGULAR
MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Foster called the meeting to order at 6:09 P.M.
ROLL CALL:

Present: Chair Foster, Boardmember Hitchcock, Boardmember Mason, Boardmember Neal
Absent: Boardmember Beebe

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Foster

DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION OF REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2026, MEETING

On motion by Boardmember Hitchcock, seconded by Boardmember Mason, and carried (4 to 0)
to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 18, 2026, meeting with one correction.

DISCUSSION OF RODEO GROUNDS QUATERLY REPORTING GUIDELINE

The board discussed quarterly reporting guidelines for the Rodeo Grounds, where the
concessionaire provides financial reports and pays 10% of revenue. Chair Foster reviewed
recent quarterly reports and explained their new method of tracking volunteer contributions,
calculating their value at $34.79 per hour based on federal rates.

DISCUSSION/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 27 SEASONAL EVENT SCHEDULE

The board discussed planning for next year's seasonal events, noting that this year's 70+ events
have been particularly taxing on volunteers and facilities. The meeting also covered ongoing
discussions about Thanksgiving week festivities and arena improvements.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC/BOARD RESPONSE

CALL TO THE PUBLIC FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON ISSUES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE
TOWN OF FLORENCE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD. COUNCIL
RULES LIMIT PUBLIC COMMENT TO THREE MINUTES. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS MAY RESPOND
TO CRITICISM MADE BY THOSE COMMENTING, MAY ASK STAFF TO REVIEW A MATTER RAISED
OR MAY ASK THAT A MATTER BE PUT ON A FUTURE AGENDA. HOWEVER, MEMBERS SHALL
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NOT DISCUSS OR TAKE ACTION ON ANY MATTER DURING AN OPEN CALL TO THE PUBLIC
UNLESS THE MATTERS ARE PROPERLY NOTICED FOR DISCUSSION AND LEGAL ACTION.

No public comments were received from the audience.

CALL TO THE BOARD — CURRENT EVENTS ONLY

Chair Foster asked regarding signage for the arena, Community Services Director Paul King
mentioned there would be a meeting about it the following morning, with designs intended to
be completed within the current fiscal year.

ADJOURNAMENT

On motion by Boardmember Mason, seconded by Boardmember Hitchcock, and carried (4-0) to

adjourn the meeting at 6:25 P.M.

Approved:

William Foster, Board Chair
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TOWN OF FLORENCE
CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO | AGENDA ITEM
GROUNDS ADVISORY 4c.
BOARD ACTION FORM
MEETING DATE: May 20, 2026 [] Action
X Information Only
DEPARTMENT: Community Services [_] Public Hearing
[ ] Resolution
STAFF PRESENTER: Paul King, Community Services Director [ ] ordinance
[ ] Bid Docs on File
SUBIJECT: Boardmember Awards Recognition [ ] other

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION:
Discussion of recent awards presented to Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Advisory Board
members.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

The Town of Florence hosted its Boards and Commissions Appreciation Dinner on Wednesday,
April 29, to recognize the contributions of the town’s boards and commissions. During the event,
two awards were presented to members of the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Board.

Staff will discuss the awards and provide the board an opportunity to acknowledge and
congratulate Bill Foster and Arthur “Snake” Neal for their service and contributions to the board.

A VOTE OF NO WOULD MEAN:
N/A

A VOTE OF YES WOULD MEAN:
N/A

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Fund Name: Not Applicable

Contract Amount: Not Applicable
Contingency Amount: Not Applicable
Total Requested Amount: Not Applicable
FY 26 Budgeted Item: Not Applicable

FY 26 Budgeted Amount: Not Applicable
GL Code: Not Applicable

TOF Contract Number: Not Applicable
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ATTACHMENTS:
Copy of Awards for Bill Foster and Arthur “Snake” Neal
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TOWN OF FLORENCE
MAYOR'S CIVIC

SPIRIT AWARD

Presented to:

WILLIAM FOSTER

FOR EXEMPLIFYING THE TRUE SPIRIT OF CIVIC PRIDE, SERVICE, AND
DEDICATION TO THE TOWN OF FLORENCE.

THROUGH SELFLESS CONTRIBUTIONS, A POSITIVE PRESENCE, AND A
WILLINGNESS TO SERVE BEYOND EXPECTATION, WILLIAM FOSTER
EMBODIES A DEEP COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY. HIS ACTIONS

REFLECT KINDNESS, LEADERSHIP, AND A GENUINE DESIRE TO MAKE

FLORENCE A BETTER PLACE FOR ALL.

THIS RECOGNITION CELEBRATES THE HEART OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND
THE SPIRIT THAT INSPIRES OTHERS, STRENGTHENS COMMUNITY, AND
REFLECTS THE POWER OF GIVING BACK.

PRESENTED THIS 29TH DAY OF APRIL 2026
TOWN OF FLORENCE

Bruce Walls, Town Manager Keith Eaton, Mayor




BRIDGLE AWARD

PRESENTED TO:

ARTHUR “SNAKE” NEIL

COUNCIL LIAISON, JASON LOPEZ
MEMORIAL PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE

FOR EXTRAORDINARY DEDICATION TO BRINGING PEOPLE
TOGETHER AND STRENGTHENING THE BONDS THAT DEFINE
OUR COMMUNITY.

THROUGH COMPASSION, COLLABORATION, AND A GENUINE
COMMITMENT TO CONNECTION, ARTHUR “SNAKE" NEAL
HAS BUILT BRIDGES WHERE THEY WERE NEEDED MOST,
UNITING RESIDENTS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PARTNERS IN
WAYS THAT FOSTER TRUST, UNDERSTANDING, AND SHARED
PURPOSE.

BECAUSE OF THESE EFFORTS, THE TOWN OF FLORENCE IS
STRONGER, MORE CONNECTED, AND MORE UNIFIED. THIS
RECOGNITION CELEBRATES THE LASTING IMPACT OF HIS
WORK AND THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY HE EMBODIES.

PRESENTED THIS 29TH DAY OF APRIL, 2026
TOWN OF FLORENCE

Bruce Walls, Town Manager Mayor Keith Eaton






