
 

 

TOWN OF FLORENCE 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE 

COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD 
AND CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVORY BOARD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 
 

Viney Jones Library & 
Community Center 
778 N. Main Street 
Florence, AZ 85132 

(520) 868-7500 
www.florenceaz.gov 
Meet 2nd Thursdays 

 
 

 

6:00 PM 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Town of Florence Community Services 
Advisory Board and Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Advisory Board will hold a Special Joint Meeting to 
be held on Thursday, August 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. or immediately after at the Town of Florence Viney 
Jones Library & Community Center, 778 N. Main Street, Florence, AZ.    
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL: 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD: Joseph Bracco Jr., Ruben Gutierrez, Amber 
Hitchcock, Anna Jaimes, Rebekah Smith, Rita Ezzai, Annette Lopez 

 
CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD: William Foster, Jose “Mo” 
Maldonado, Amber Hitchcock, Lindy Mason, Shad Beebe 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
4. JOINT NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to recommend to the Town Council to move the Annual 

Junior Parada Parade to the Saturday before Thanksgiving, beginning in 2026 with the 2026 
Parade to be held on November 21, 2026. 

 
5. CALL TO THE CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD 

 
6. CALL TO THE COMMUNITY SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD 

 
 

 



 

 

7. CALL TO THE PUBLIC/BOARD RESPONSE 
 
Call to the Public for Comment is limited to issues within the jurisdiction of the Town of 
Florence Community Services Advisory Board. Council rules limit public comment to three 
minutes.  Individual board members may respond to criticism made by those commenting, may 
ask the staff liaison to review a matter raised, or may ask that a matter be placed on future 
agenda.  
 

8. CALL TO THE BOARDS – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
POSTED THIS 11TH DAY OF AUGUST 2026, BY PATRICIA BUCHANNAN, DEPUTY TOWN CLERK, AT 775 
NORTH MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, AND AT WWW.FLORENCEAZ.GOV. 
 
***PURSUANT TO TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA), THE TOWN OF FLORENCE 
DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY REGARDING ADMISSION TO PUBLIC 
MEETINGS.  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY MAY REQUEST REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS BY 
CONTACTING THE TOWN OF FLORENCE ADA COORDINATOR, AT (520) 868-8300 OR 711 TDD. REQUESTS 
SHOULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW TIME TO ARRANGE THE ACCOMMODATION. ***  
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TOWN OF FLORENCE 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ADVISORY BOARD AND 

CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO 
GROUNDS ADVISORY 

BOARD  
ACTION FORM 

AGENDA ITEM 

5a. 

MEETING DATE: August 13, 2026 
 
DEPARTMENT: Community Services 
 
STAFF PRESENTER: Paul King, Community Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: Reschedule of the Annual Junior Parada Parade 

 Action 

 Information Only 

 Public Hearing 

 Resolution 

 Ordinance   

 Bid Docs on File 

 Other 

RECOMMENDED MOTION/ACTION: 
Approval/Disapproval of a Recommendation to the Town Council to Move the Annual Junior 
Parada Parade to the Saturday before Thanksgiving, beginning in 2026, with the 2026 Parade 
scheduled for November 21, 2026. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
Staff is seeking direction from the Board regarding a proposed change to the date of the Annual 
Junior Parada Parade. The proposed change would reposition the parade as the official kickoff to 
Rodeo Week, creating an expanded community celebration that would include the parade, live 
music, dancing, food vendors, beer sales, and family-friendly activities immediately following the 
event. 
 
This schedule adjustment would also allow rodeo activities to begin earlier on the first day of the 
rodeo, improving event operations and enhancing the overall visitor experience. In addition, 
holding the parade the weekend prior to Thanksgiving would provide the Town and the Rodeo 
Grounds Concessionaire with an opportunity to jointly promote rodeo events and activities 
through a coordinated marketing effort. 
 
The proposed date change would provide several benefits to the community: 
 

1. Parade attendees would enjoy an enhanced event experience that extends beyond the 
parade itself, including live entertainment, dancing, food and retail vendors, games, and 
other family-friendly activities. 
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2. Parade participants would have approximately two weeks between the Junior Parada 
Parade and the Hometown Holiday Parade, providing additional time to prepare, modify, 
or redecorate parade entries for the second event.  

 
A VOTE OF NO WOULD MEAN: 
A “NO” vote will mean that the board does not recommend changing the Annual Junior Parada 
Parade and will continue to be on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
 
A VOTE OF YES WOULD MEAN: 
A “YES” vote will mean that the board does recommend changing the Annual Junior Parada Parade 
to the Saturday before Thanksgiving starting in 2026. The 2026 parade will be scheduled for 
Saturday, November 21, 2026. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Fund Name: N/A 
 
Contract Amount: N/A 
Total Requested Amount: N/A 
 
FY 27 Budgeted Item: N/A 
FY 27 Budgeted Amount: N/A 
 
GL Code: N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
N/A 


