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Honoring a Legacy of ServiceHonoring a Legacy of Service
Council publicly recognized Wilbur FreemanCouncil publicly recognized Wilbur Freeman
with the Florence Legacy Award, the Town’swith the Florence Legacy Award, the Town’s
highest honor, for an extraordinary 41 years ofhighest honor, for an extraordinary 41 years of
dedicated service to Florence. Throughdedicated service to Florence. Through
decades of involvement, leadership, anddecades of involvement, leadership, and
commitment to public service, Mr. Freeman hascommitment to public service, Mr. Freeman has
helped shape the community, support Townhelped shape the community, support Town
boards and commissions, and strengthen localboards and commissions, and strengthen local
government. His lasting contributions leave agovernment. His lasting contributions leave a
legacylegacy      ofof      service,service,      integrityintegrity    andand      communitycommunity  
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FY 2026–2027 Budget Officially AdoptedFY 2026–2027 Budget Officially Adopted
Following a public hearing, where no public comments were received, Council adopted theFollowing a public hearing, where no public comments were received, Council adopted the
Town’s final FY 2026–2027 budget. The $77.3 million budget funds essential services,Town’s final FY 2026–2027 budget. The $77.3 million budget funds essential services,
public safety, parks, utilities, infrastructure improvements, and capital projects whilepublic safety, parks, utilities, infrastructure improvements, and capital projects while
reflecting priorities discussed throughout the budget process. Adoption of the budgetreflecting priorities discussed throughout the budget process. Adoption of the budget
ensures the Town can continue providing high-quality services while planning responsibly forensures the Town can continue providing high-quality services while planning responsibly for
future growth and community needs.future growth and community needs.
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Merrill Ranch Budgets Adopted for FY 2026–2027Merrill Ranch Budgets Adopted for FY 2026–2027
Following public hearings, where no public comments were received, the Board adopted theFollowing public hearings, where no public comments were received, the Board adopted the
FY 2026–2027 budgets for Merrill Ranch Community Facilities Districts No. 1 and No. 2. TheFY 2026–2027 budgets for Merrill Ranch Community Facilities Districts No. 1 and No. 2. The
budgets provide funding for capital improvements, debt service, administrative costs, andbudgets provide funding for capital improvements, debt service, administrative costs, and
other infrastructure-related needs within the districts, helping support continued investment,other infrastructure-related needs within the districts, helping support continued investment,
maintenance, and long-term planning for the Merrill Ranch community.maintenance, and long-term planning for the Merrill Ranch community.
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Opportunity Zone Nomination Aims to AttractOpportunity Zone Nomination Aims to Attract
InvestmentInvestment
Council selected an area of Florence forCouncil selected an area of Florence for
recommendation to the Arizona Commercerecommendation to the Arizona Commerce
Authority for consideration as an OpportunityAuthority for consideration as an Opportunity
Zone 2.0 designation. The proposed area isZone 2.0 designation. The proposed area is
generally bounded by the Gila River to thegenerally bounded by the Gila River to the
north, Butte Avenue to the south, Dogwoodnorth, Butte Avenue to the south, Dogwood
Road to the east, and Plant Road to the west.Road to the east, and Plant Road to the west.
Opportunity Zones are designed to encourageOpportunity Zones are designed to encourage
privateprivate      investment,investment,      jobjob      creation,creation,      businessbusiness  
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pride that will continue to benefit Florence for years to come. The Town extends its sincerepride that will continue to benefit Florence for years to come. The Town extends its sincere
gratitude to Mr. Freeman for more than four decades of service and dedication to thegratitude to Mr. Freeman for more than four decades of service and dedication to the
Florence community.Florence community.
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development, and community revitalization through federal tax incentives. If ultimatelydevelopment, and community revitalization through federal tax incentives. If ultimately
approved by the State and federal government, the designation could help attract newapproved by the State and federal government, the designation could help attract new
investment and economic development opportunities to Florence.investment and economic development opportunities to Florence.
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