
COUNCIL COURIERCOUNCIL COURIERCOUNCIL COURIER

Investing in Our Roads & Essential ServicesInvesting in Our Roads & Essential Services
Following a public hearing, where noFollowing a public hearing, where no
comments from the public were received,comments from the public were received,
Council approved adjustments to theCouncil approved adjustments to the
Town’s local sales tax and transient lodgingTown’s local sales tax and transient lodging
tax to support long-term community needs.tax to support long-term community needs.
The local Transaction Privilege Tax (salesThe local Transaction Privilege Tax (sales
tax) will increase from 2.0% to 3.5%tax) will increase from 2.0% to 3.5%
beginning July 1, 2026. One percent of thebeginning July 1, 2026. One percent of the
increase will be dedicated to localincrease will be dedicated to local
transportation projects, generating abouttransportation projects, generating about
$2.4 million annually fo$2.4 million annually for road widening,r road widening,
pavement preservation, and futurepavement preservation, and future
improvements. The remaining 0.5% willimprovements. The remaining 0.5% will
help maintain stability in the Town’s Generalhelp maintain stability in the Town’s General
Fund and offset projected losses in stateFund and offset projected losses in state
shared revenues related to theshared revenues related to the
incorporation of San Tan Valley, supportingincorporation of San Tan Valley, supporting
essential services such as police, fire, parksessential services such as police, fire, parks
and recreation, library, and senior services.and recreation, library, and senior services.
The change does not apply to groceries orThe change does not apply to groceries or
gasoline. Council also approved increasinggasoline. Council also approved increasing
the Transient Lodging (bed) tax from 2% tothe Transient Lodging (bed) tax from 2% to
5%, with those revenues helping support5%, with those revenues helping support
tourism promotion and community eventstourism promotion and community events
that bring visitors and economic activity tothat bring visitors and economic activity to
Florence.Florence.
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New Town Website & Enhanced CouncilNew Town Website & Enhanced Council
Streaming Coming SoonStreaming Coming Soon
Council approved two major technologyCouncil approved two major technology
upgrades to improve how residentsupgrades to improve how residents
access Town information and meetings.access Town information and meetings.
The Town will launch a new, modernThe Town will launch a new, modern
website platform designed to make itwebsite platform designed to make it
easier to find information, navigate Towneasier to find information, navigate Town
seservices, and stay connected throughrvices, and stay connected through
improved calendars, clearer organization,improved calendars, clearer organization,
and enhanced communication tools suchand enhanced communication tools such
as digital forms and notifications. Councilas digital forms and notifications. Council
also approved the Granicus EASE™also approved the Granicus EASE™
platform to provide reliable live streaming,platform to provide reliable live streaming,
searchable meeting archives, andsearchable meeting archives, and
captioning for Council meetings,captioning for Council meetings,
improving accessibility and transparency.improving accessibility and transparency.
Together, these upgrades will create aTogether, these upgrades will create a
more user-friendly, accessible, andmore user-friendly, accessible, and
reliable way for residents to stay informedreliable way for residents to stay informed
and engaged with Town government.and engaged with Town government.
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Strengthening Utility System ReliabilityStrengthening Utility System Reliability
Council approved an on-call electricalCouncil approved an on-call electrical
services agreement with Geuther Electricalservices agreement with Geuther Electrical
to support the Town’s water and wastewaterto support the Town’s water and wastewater
operations. This agreement ensuresoperations. This agreement ensures
qualified electrical support is available whenqualified electrical support is available when
neneeded for maintenance, equipmenteded for maintenance, equipment
repairs, and emergency response duringrepairs, and emergency response during
power disruptions or storm events. Havingpower disruptions or storm events. Having
reliable on-call services in place helpsreliable on-call services in place helps
minimize downtime, maintain regulatoryminimize downtime, maintain regulatory
compliance, and ensure Florence’s watercompliance, and ensure Florence’s water
and wastewater systems continue operatingand wastewater systems continue operating
safely and efficiently for residents.safely and efficiently for residents.
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Town & FUSD Partner for CommunityTown & FUSD Partner for Community
ProgramsPrograms
Council approved a newCouncil approved a new
intergovernmental agreement with theintergovernmental agreement with the
Florence Unified School District toFlorence Unified School District to
continue coordinating shared use of Towncontinue coordinating shared use of Town
and school facilities. The partnershipand school facilities. The partnership
supports recreational, educational, ansupports recreational, educational, andd
community programs, including before-community programs, including before-
and after-school programming thatand after-school programming that
provides a safe and enrichingprovides a safe and enriching
environment for local students. By sharingenvironment for local students. By sharing
facilities such as parks, gyms, classrooms,facilities such as parks, gyms, classrooms,
and the Aquatic Center, the Town andand the Aquatic Center, the Town and
School District can expand opportunitiesSchool District can expand opportunities
for families while making efficient use offor families while making efficient use of
existing community resources. Theexisting community resources. The
agreement establishes a five-yearagreement establishes a five-year
partnership focused on collaboration andpartnership focused on collaboration and
service to Florence residents.service to Florence residents.
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