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Community HighlightsCommunity HighlightsCommunity Highlights
Junior Parada Royalty Honored with Spirit of Florence AwardJunior Parada Royalty Honored with Spirit of Florence Award
Mayor Eaton presented the Mayor’s Spirit of FlorenceMayor Eaton presented the Mayor’s Spirit of Florence
Award to Queen Taylor James, Jr. Queen Emma McNeil,Award to Queen Taylor James, Jr. Queen Emma McNeil,
Princess Lauren Witte, Jr. Princess Paisley Fox, and RoyaltyPrincess Lauren Witte, Jr. Princess Paisley Fox, and Royalty
Sweetheart Aria Long inSweetheart Aria Long in recognition of their outstanding recognition of their outstanding
representation of Florence and its western heritage.representation of Florence and its western heritage.
Throughout the year, the Florence Junior Parada RoyaltyThroughout the year, the Florence Junior Parada Royalty
proudly represented the community at events across theproudly represented the community at events across the
region, promoting civic pride, volunteerism, and Florence’sregion, promoting civic pride, volunteerism, and Florence’s
unique cowboy culture. Their recent appearance alongsideunique cowboy culture. Their recent appearance alongside
Mayor Eaton at Country Thunder further showcasedMayor Eaton at Country Thunder further showcased
Florence’s heritage on a major stage and highlighted heFlorence’s heritage on a major stage and highlighted he
important role these youth ambassadors play inimportant role these youth ambassadors play in
strengthening community identity.strengthening community identity.
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Maricella Benitez Recognized for Outstanding ServiceMaricella Benitez Recognized for Outstanding Service
Council recognized Maricella Benitez with the Staff LiaisonCouncil recognized Maricella Benitez with the Staff Liaison
of the Year Award for her outstanding support of theof the Year Award for her outstanding support of the
Planning and Zoning Commission and Historic DistrictPlanning and Zoning Commission and Historic District
Advisory Commission.Advisory Commission. From organizing meetings and From organizing meetings and
preparing materials to helping keep projects andpreparing materials to helping keep projects and
discussions moving smoothly, Maricella plays an importantdiscussions moving smoothly, Maricella plays an important
behind-the-scenes role in supporting the Town’s boards,behind-the-scenes role in supporting the Town’s boards,
commissions, and decision-making process. Her dedication,commissions, and decision-making process. Her dedication,
professionalism, and attention to detail help ensureprofessionalism, and attention to detail help ensure
residents and commissioners alike have the information andresidents and commissioners alike have the information and
support they need.support they need.
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Community Bridge Awards Highlight Leadership & ConnectionCommunity Bridge Awards Highlight Leadership & Connection
Council recognized Nicole Buccellato and Arthur “Snake”Council recognized Nicole Buccellato and Arthur “Snake”
Neal with the Community Bridge Award for their leadershipNeal with the Community Bridge Award for their leadership
and service as Council Liaisons to the Jason Lopez Memorialand service as Council Liaisons to the Jason Lopez Memorial
Ad Hoc Committee.Ad Hoc Committee. Through ongoing community outreach, Through ongoing community outreach,
collaboration, and public engagement efforts surrounding thecollaboration, and public engagement efforts surrounding the
Jason Lopez Memorial Park, they continually bring residents,Jason Lopez Memorial Park, they continually bring residents,
families, and stakeholders together in meaningful ways. Theirfamilies, and stakeholders together in meaningful ways. Their
dedication continues to strengthen community connectionsdedication continues to strengthen community connections
and reflects the spirit of unity and service this award isand reflects the spirit of unity and service this award is
intended to recognize.intended to recognize.
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Celebrating the 2026 Florence Leadership AcademyCelebrating the 2026 Florence Leadership Academy
GraduatesGraduates
Council recognized Arthur Wilkerson, Dillon Lewis,Council recognized Arthur Wilkerson, Dillon Lewis,
Greg Curl, Jason Crisani, Justiss Green, KellyGreg Curl, Jason Crisani, Justiss Green, Kelly
Hamilton, Michelle Carpenter, Samuel Peterson,Hamilton, Michelle Carpenter, Samuel Peterson,
Shawn Hamilton, and Stuart Noggle for successfullyShawn Hamilton, and Stuart Noggle for successfully
completing the 2026 Florence Leadership Academy.completing the 2026 Florence Leadership Academy.
Over seven sessions, participants explored localOver seven sessions, participants explored local
govegovernment operations, public safety, budgeting,rnment operations, public safety, budgeting,
community development, and civic leadership whilecommunity development, and civic leadership while
engaging directly with Town staff and communityengaging directly with Town staff and community
partners. The program is designed to encouragepartners. The program is designed to encourage
active community involvement and help prepareactive community involvement and help prepare
future leaders invested in Florence’s future.future leaders invested in Florence’s future.
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Utility Rate Adjustments Approved Following Public HearingUtility Rate Adjustments Approved Following Public Hearing
Following a public hearing where no public comments were received, CouncilFollowing a public hearing where no public comments were received, Council
approved phased water and wastewater rate adjustments effective July 1, 2026. Theapproved phased water and wastewater rate adjustments effective July 1, 2026. The
increases are part of the Town’s long-term utility funding plan established through theincreases are part of the Town’s long-term utility funding plan established through the
2022 Utility Rate Study and are2022 Utility Rate Study and are designed to support system reliability, operational designed to support system reliability, operational
costs, debt obligations, and future infrastructure improvements while helping avoidcosts, debt obligations, and future infrastructure improvements while helping avoid
larger increases later. The average estimated increase for residential customers willlarger increases later. The average estimated increase for residential customers will
be approximately $5.31 per month.be approximately $5.31 per month.
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Urban Camping Ordinance AdoptedUrban Camping Ordinance Adopted
Council approved a new ordinance establishing regulations related to urban campingCouncil approved a new ordinance establishing regulations related to urban camping
within Town limits. The ordinancewithin Town limits. The ordinance is intended to help ensure public spaces remain is intended to help ensure public spaces remain
clean, safe, and accessible while providing clearer standards and enforcement toolsclean, safe, and accessible while providing clearer standards and enforcement tools
for addressing camping-related concerns. The updated code aligns with current legalfor addressing camping-related concerns. The updated code aligns with current legal
standards and regional best practices while supporting consistent and fairstandards and regional best practices while supporting consistent and fair
enforcement.enforcement.
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Transportation Funding Helps Fast-TrackTransportation Funding Helps Fast-Track
Road ProjectsRoad Projects
Council approved an interfund loan of upCouncil approved an interfund loan of up
to $10 million from the Generalto $10 million from the General Fund to Fund to
the Transportation Sales Tax Fund to helpthe Transportation Sales Tax Fund to help
accelerate roadway and transportationaccelerate roadway and transportation
projects throughout Florence. The fundingprojects throughout Florence. The funding
will allow the Town to move forward withwill allow the Town to move forward with
critical street improvements as soon ascritical street improvements as soon as
possible rather than waiting forpossible rather than waiting for
transportation sales tax revenues to buildtransportation sales tax revenues to build
over time, while also avoiding higherover time, while also avoiding higher
external borrowing costs and savingexternal borrowing costs and saving
taxpayer dollars.taxpayer dollars.
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Fire Station #1 Remodel Supports Firefighters & FacilitiesFire Station #1 Remodel Supports Firefighters & Facilities
Council approved a contract for renovations at Fire Station #1, including largerCouncil approved a contract for renovations at Fire Station #1, including larger
showers, updated flooring, countertops,showers, updated flooring, countertops, toilets, and improvements to support toilets, and improvements to support
previously approved recharge room equipment installation. These upgrades willpreviously approved recharge room equipment installation. These upgrades will
modernize aging facilities, improve day-to-day functionality for firefighters, andmodernize aging facilities, improve day-to-day functionality for firefighters, and
continue the Town’s investment in maintaining safe, reliable public safety facilities.continue the Town’s investment in maintaining safe, reliable public safety facilities.
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