
 

 

 

                                      

                            January 2025 Department Report  

 
SUBMITTED BY: Community Development 
SUBMITTED DATE: January 22, 2025. 
SUBJECT: Department Report December 31,2024 through January 22, 2025. 

 
COMMISSION / BOARD MEETINGS: 

 

Historic District Advisory Commission – December Meeting was canceled due to lack of 

business. 

 

Planning and Zoning Commission – The January 2nd Meeting was canceled due to lack of business.   

 

Board of Adjustments (Monday, January 6th / 6:00 pm / Florence Town Hall) 

 

• BOA-24-03: Variance for a single-family residential home expansion at 275 E. Aguilar 

Street, Florence Arizona 85132, with stipulations (APN: 200-50-0130) The Board of 

Adjustments voted to approve the variance with stipulations.   

 Planning and Zoning Commission – Special Meeting (Thursday, January 9th / 6:00pm / Florence                 

Town Hall)  

• PZ-24-35: Preliminary Plat for Mesquite Trails Phase II located North of Hiller Road 

and East of Felix Road (599 single – family lots / 133.6 acres) The Planning and Zoning 

Commission voted to recommend approval of the preliminary plat with conditions. 

(Note: The Preliminary Plat is scheduled to be presented to the Town Council, February 

3, 2025.)   

Planning and Zoning Commission – The January 16th Meeting was canceled due to lack of business.    

 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) – December and January Meetings were canceled due to 

lack of business.    

 

COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS: 
 

Florence Copper. (1575 W. Hunt Highway) Site Work is ongoing.  Construction of the 

Electrowinning Building and Water Treatment Building continues. Development of fire protection 

and response strategies are ongoing.   
  

Be Mobile – Verizon. (3385 N. Hunt Highway Ste # 125) Tenant Build-out.  A Certificate of 

Occupancy was issued on January 17, 2025. 

Community Development Department  



 

La Palma Restaurant. (100 S Pinal Parkway Ave) Requires a kitchen hood suppression and general 

contractor. This is the 3rd party hood inspection results. Results show it is requiring a new hood per 

the inspector. We have received a manufacturer’s data sheet for a new hood but have not received a 

submittal or application. 

 

Cell Tower. (4201 W Merrill Ranch Parkway) Installation of a new cell site, department will need 

contractor information before issuance of permit. Building Official Kevin Wall and Associate 

Engineer Mario Grijalva visited with Pulte Representative Matt Overmyer on January 22,2025, 

discussed Soils and Grading solutions, will provide comments to Pulte regarding elevations. 

 

Rezoning for Bowling 110 (SEC of Diversion Dam Rd and Bowling Rd) project was approved by 

Town Council on January 21, 2025. 

 

UPCOMING/ PROJECTS IN THE PIPELINE: 

 

• Westland Planned Unit Development Rezone at APN 202-05-001H - Second 

review by Staff and moving toward neighborhood meeting.  

• Major Amendment to Dobson Farms Planned Unit Development and General Plan 

Amendment for Lighthorse Energy Storage project South of Judd Road and East 

of Attaway Road.  

• Monarch Preliminary Plat is set to go before the Planning and Zoning Commission 

on February 6, 2025, and it is located at the SE corner of Felix Road and Arizona 

Farms Road. 

• The large-scale Preliminary Plat for the Anthem at Merrill Ranch East of Felix 

project will go before the Planning and Zoning Commission on February 20, 2025. 

• Conditional Use Permit for the Desert Rock Church to allow for a private school.  

• Final Plat for Florence 287 Planned Unit Development Unit 1 received and under 

review by staff. 

 

RESIDENTAL PROJECTS: 

 

• Mesquite Trails (Felix Road North of Copper Basin RR Crossing – East Side) – 

Grading is in process and Meritage Homes was issued 17 permits for Single Family 

Residential. 

• Anthem Merrill Ranch (Unit 41, 43, 30A, 30B, 59A, 59B, and 59C) – Pulte was 

issued 11 permits for Single Family Residential. 

• Western Crossings (NEC of Centennial Park Ave and SR-287) – DR Horton was 

issued 3 permits for Single Family Residential. 

• Bisbee Ranch (NEC of Adamsville Road and Plant Road) No submittals at this 

time. 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT PROJECTS / INITIATIVES: 

 

• Building Safety has reviewed 32 plan reviews and revisions as of January 1st – 

January 22nd.   

• Building Safety is currently working to prepare for 2024 Code Adoption. 

Amendments to the Town Code. 

• Building Safety – Improvements to documentation retention.  

• Building Safety - Evaluation of current office equipment. 

• Notification radius changes to include more neighbors and HOAs in notification 

process. 

• Clarify the duties of the Technical Advisory Committee and streamline the process 

for review 

• Façade Improvement Program – No pending applications at this time. 

 

TRAINING / EDUCATION:  

UPCOMING: 

 

Building Safety Training: 

• Reviewing Performance – based Designs Part 1 (Wednesday, January 22nd) and Part 2 

(Wednesday, February 19th) 

• AZBO Spring Institute in Tucson (May 14-17) 

 

Planning Training: 

• American Planning Association (APA) National Conference – Denver, Colorado (March 29-

April 1) 

• Preserve Arizona Conference (Historic Preservation) – Phoenix (May 14-17) 

• Arizona APA State Conference – Tempe (September TBD) 

• Western Planner Conference – Bend, Oregon (October 15-17) 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SINGLE-FAMILY PERMITS ISSUED 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Commercial / Industrial / Multi Family – Building Permits 

 

Total Building Permits Issued 

2025 Monthly 

January    36 

 

 

2022 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 
 

New  
SFRs 

 
 

50 
 

 
 

13 

 
 

15 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

2 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

4 

 
 

91 

2023 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

 
New   
SFRs 

 
 

12 

 
 

17 

 
 

37 

 
 

38 

 
 

43 

 
 

26 

 
 

25 

 
 

15 

 
 

11 

 
 

23 

 
 

13 

 
 

9 

 
 

269 

2024 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct  Nov Dec Total 
 
New 
SFRs 

 
 

22 

 
 

21 

 
 

21 
 

 
 

39 

 
 

39 
  

 
 

24 

 
 

39 

 
 

13 

 
 

14 

 
 

25 

 
 

14 

 
 

11 

 
 
282 

 
2025 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec   

Total 
 
New 
SFRs 

As 
of  

1/22 
31 

            
31 
YTD 

 Jan Feb March  April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

2025 As 
of 

1/22 
5 
 
    

            
5 



 

SUBMITTED BY: 

 A.J Monroe, AICP – Director 

 Maricella Benitez – Senior Planner 

 Andrew Birkelbach – Planner 

 Kevin Wall – Building Official  

 Susan Cisco – Permit Specialist 

 Hillarey Luther – Plans Examiner  

 Joshua Robinson – Building Inspector 

              Priscilla Gonzalez – Administrative Assistant 


