
 

 
Community Development Department Monthly Report:  
April 23 through May 20, 2025   Page 1 of 9 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMISSION / BOARD MEETINGS: 
 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) – Regular Meeting (Wednesday, April 23rd / 1:30 PM / 
Community Center) 

PZ-25-33: Mesquite Trails Preliminary Plat Phases 3 and 4 

The Technical Advisory Committee reviewed a proposal for Mesquite Trails Preliminary 
Plat Phases 3 and 4. This submittal was the first. Planning provided comments to the 
applicant prior to the meeting. These comments generally required simple clarification from 
the applicant. Also, it was noted that the plat needs to be compliant with the 2018 
International Fire Code.  
 

Historic District Advisory Commission – Regular Meeting (Wednesday, April 30th / 6:00 PM    
 / Florence Town Hall) 

Resignation of Commissioner Azure Sullivan 
 

The Commissioners briefly discussed the departure of Commissioner Sullivan and thanked 
her for her service. The Commission voted to approve Ms. Sullivan’s resignation by a vote 

of 7-0. 

Tax Incentive Training from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

Susan Lawson and Eric Vondy, representatives from the State Historic Preservation Office, 
presented numerous tax incentives for both residential and commercial properties. They 
discussed the State Historic Tax Credit Program, the Heritage Fund, and the Federal Historic 
Tax Credit Program. Several members of the public attended the presentation.        

 

Community Development                       
May 2025 Department Report    
(April 23rd through May 20th) 
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Planning and Zoning Commission – Regular Meeting (Thursday, May 1st / 6:00 PM / 
Florence Town Hall) 
 

PZ-25-29: Conditional Use Permit for a new school building at Desert Rock Church located 
9230 W. Franklin Road (APNs: 200-24-048A and 200-24-0450) 

The staff presentation was followed by a public hearing, no one spoke during the Public 
Hearing. A discussion was held between the Commission and the applicant primarily focused 
on future traffic impacts. After discussion, the Planning and Zoning Commission voted to 
approve the Conditional Use Permit by a vote of 4-0.  

Radius of Notification Code Amendment: Public Hearing and Recommendation 

The staff presentation was followed by a public hearing, Chairman Frost opened the Public 
Hearing and convened for public comment, in which no one spoke during the Public 
Hearing. Several points of clarification were raised, primarily focusing on potential burdens 
that homeowners association may face with this amendment. After discussion, the Planning 
and Zoning Commission voted to recommend approval of the amendment by a vote of 4-0. 

Work Session: Review of the Town of Florence 2022 General Plan 

Director Monroe and Senior Planner Maricella Benitez offered an overview of the 2022 
General Plan. The Commission inquired about the documents that govern land uses. Director 
Monroe reviewed the Town’s Development Code Chapter 150, recommending the 
Commission review the Chapter to make sure the Chapter is helping the Town implement the 
General Plan. 

Historic Preservation Conference Report: 
 

The state’s annual Historic Preservation Conference was held in Phoenix at Arizona State 

University’s downtown campus (Wednesday, May 14 – Saturday, May 17).  Those attending 
included: Town Council Vice Mayor / Historic District Advisory Commission (HDAC) 
Council Liaison Alternate Cathy Adam, HDAC Vice Chairman Gilbert Olgin, Senior Planner / 
HDAC Staff Liaison Maricella Benitez, Planner / HDAC Staff Liaison Andrew Birkelbach, 
and Building Official Kevin Wall (Wednesday afternoon only – Pre-Conference Workshop 
“Assessment & Repairs of Plastered Adobe Buildings.” 

 
The Conference’s Theme: “Preservation, Education, Innovation”.  Conference take-aways / 
lessons learned include: 
 
- Importance of generational education and outreach.  Tools for engagement discussed 

include – writing and art contests, events that celebrate the Town’s history – highlighting 
historic buildings and public spaces, workshops on historic infrastructure (rehabilitation 
and redevelopment). 

- Challenges facing historic preservation.  Funding challenges were at the forefront of 
many sessions.  It was reported that the FY26 State Budget does not include a line item 
for the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  Concerns were also raised 
regarding ongoing federal support of preservation efforts.  Recognizing these headwinds, 
those attending talked about the expanding role of local governments and non for profits 
to fund historic preservation efforts. 
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RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS: 
 
Mesquite Trails is located on the east side of Felix Road, north of the Copper Basin Railroad 
Crossing. Site grading continues. 

 

Anthem a t  Merrill Ranch is located along northeast of Hunt Highway. (Units 41, 43, 30A, 30B, 
59A, 59B and 59C) Eleven single-family residential permits were issued to Pulte during the reporting 
period. 

 

 
Western Crossings is located at the northeast corner of Centennial Park Avenue and SR287. Six 
single-family residential permits were issued to DR Horton during the reporting period.  

 

 
Bisbee Ranch is located north of Adamsville Road, west of Centennial Park Avenue. Seven single-
family residential permits were issued to LGI Homes/ WJH LLC DBA Century Communities Inc 
during the reporting period. 
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COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS: 
 

• CBP-25-029 – 1575 West Hunt Highway (Florence Copper), received submittal on Friday, May 2nd    
for accounting trailer. Temporary office trailer with electrical connections. 

• CBP-25-030 – 1575 West Hunt Highway (Florence Copper), received submittal on Friday, May 2nd    
environmental office trailer with electrical connections. 

• CBP-25-031 – 1575 West Hunt Highway (Florence Copper), received submittal on Friday, May 2nd   
Installation of commercial project pre-built maintenance office building with plumbing and 
electrical. 

• CBP-25-032 – 1575 West Hunt Highway (Florence Copper), received submittal on Friday, May 2nd    
Installation of commercial project pre-built modular administration building with plumbing and 
electrical. 

• CBP-25-033 – 1575 West Hunt Highway (Florence Copper), received submittal on Friday, May 2nd   
Installation of commercial project pre-built modular dry/ change room building with plumbing and 
electrical. 

• On Monday, May 5th received the quarterly inspection report from Florence Copper for (CBP-24-
058) 300 Water Treatment Building and (CBP-24-060) 601 Electrowinning Building. 

• CBP-25-028 – 4545 North Hunt Highway (Honor Health Florence Medical Center), received 
submittal on Monday, May 5th for Honor Health Florence Medical Center to install water softener 
system with new concrete pad. 

• CBP-25-034 – 600 North Main St (Heritage Park), received submittal on Wednesday, May 7th 
received submittal for electrical connections for the new scoreboards. 

• CBP-25-035 – 11608 Arizona -79 (Rodeo Grounds), received application Thursday, May 8th to run 
120-volt branch circuits for countertop receptacles. 

• CBP-25-036 – 4545 North Hunt Highway (Florence Medical Center), received submittal on 
Thursday, May 8th for manufacture install two new illuminated pan channel letters and reverse pan 
channel letters and logos. 

• CBP-25-037 – 321 North Main Street (Suites 101 and 102), received submittal on Monday, May 
12th for a Certificate of Occupancy. 

• CBP-25-038 – 360 N Park St (Heritage Florence Funeral Home) received submittal on Thursday, 
May 15th, for construction of a new steel building. 

 
MAJOR GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT CALENDAR 
 

Completed Application Submittal due:                                          May 9, 2025 
Planning and Zoning Commission 1st Public Hearing:                 August 7, 2025 
Planning and Zoning Commission 2nd Public Hearing 
and Recommendation:                                                                   August 21, 2025 
Town Council Public Hearing and Possible Action:                     September 2, 2025 

UPCOMING PROJECTS: 
 

• A Major Amendment to Dobson Farms Planned Unit Development and General Plan Amendment 
for Lighthorse Energy Storage Project south of Judd Road and east of Attaway Road are under 
review. Amendments are scheduled to be heard by the Planning and Zoning Commission on 
Thursday, June 5, 2025. 
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• Two Major General Plan Amendments within the Dobson Farms PUD were submitted to the 

Town on Thursday, May 8, and Friday, May 9, 2025. These amendments seek to change the land 
use designation of the area from Suburban Neighborhood to Industrial. These amendments will 
follow the approved schedule for Major General Plan Amendments. 

 
• A Major Amendment to the Dobson Farms PUD along with a Major General Plan Amendment 

were submitted to the Town for the Florence Tech Park project. The Major General Plan 
Amendment will follow the approved schedule for Major General Plan Amendments. 

 
• Town Staff received a completed submittal for a Variance for the Desert Rock Church, seeking 

approval to encroach into the required side setback. Staff completed proper notice requirements 
for the public hearing. The variance will be heard by the Board of Adjustments on Tuesday, June 
3, 2025. 

 
• Final Plats for the following Florence 287 Units were received. First submittal comments were 

sent to the applicant on Tuesday, March 11, 2025. Final Plats will be forwarded to Town Council 
for approval upon completion of review. Second, submittals are still pending for the following: 

 
PZ-25-15 Florence 287 Unit 1 Parcel 1A 

   PZ-25-14 Florence 287 Unit 1 Parcel 1B 
PZ-25-16 Florence 287 Unit 1 Parcel 2A 

   PZ-25-17 Florence 287 Unit 1 Parcel 2B 
 
• Final Plats for the following Anthem at Merrill Ranch (East of Felix) Units were received. 

Comments for the first seven listed were sent on Friday, April 11, 2025. Second, submittals are 
pending for the second group of seven plats. Final Plats will be forwarded to Town Council for 
approval upon completion of review. Third, group of seven plats were invoiced. 
 

PZ-25-18 AMR Unit 75 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
   PZ-25-19 AMR Unit 77 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 

PZ-25-20 AMR Unit 84 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
PZ-25-21 AMR Unit 71 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 

   PZ-25-22 AMR Unit 73 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
PZ-25-23 AMR Unit 80 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 

   PZ-25-24 AMR Unit 82 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
 
   PZ-25-39 AMR Unit 86 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 

PZ-25-40 AMR Unit 65 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
   PZ-25-41 AMR Unit 79 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
   PZ-25-42 AMR Unit 90 Phase 1- Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-44  AMR Unit 61 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-45  AMR Unit 88 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-46  AMR Unit 63 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
 
  PZ-25-49 AMR Unit 67 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-50 AMR Unit 92 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-51 AMR Unit 69 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-52 AMR Unit 94 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-53 AMR Unit 103 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
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  PZ-25-57 AMR Unit 95 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway 
  PZ-25-58 AMR Unit 96 Phase 1 - Felix Road and Hunt Highway  
 

• Final Plat for the following Monarch Units were received. Comments were sent to the applicant 
on Tuesday, April 15, 2025. The Final plat will be forwarded to Town Council for approval upon 
completion of review. 

 
PZ-25-36 Monarch 1A/1B- Felix Road and Arizona Farms Road 
 

 
• Final Plats for the following Mesquite Trails Units were received Thursday, May 8, 2025. Final 

plats will be forwarded to Town Council for approval upon completion of review.  
 

• The Preliminary Plat for Mesquite Trails will be heard at the upcoming Planning and Zoning 
Commission Meeting on Thursday, June 5, 2025. 

 
PZ-25-30 Mesquite Trails Parcel 18 - Felix Road and Heritage Road  
PZ-25-31 Mesquite Trails Parcel 19 - Felix Road and Heritage Road  
PZ-25-32 Mesquite Trails Parcel 20 - Felix Road and Heritage Road 

 
• Skyview Farms PUD Amendment and Annexation – Arizona Farms Road – review comments 

have been sent to the applicant and awaiting second submittal. The Neighborhood Meeting for 
the Planned Unit Development Amendment was held on Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at 6:00 PM 
in Community Center Ruggles Room 1 & 2. A presentation of the project was given to a public 
audience of three attendees, where the applicant provided a comprehensive overview. Attendees 
asked questions regarding the development of the area, and about the annexation process. 
 

• An application for a rezoning of an approximately 40 - acre parcel at the southwest corner of 
Butte Avenue and Centennial Park Avenue was submitted on Monday, May 12, 2025. This 
rezoning will be heard by the Planning and Zoning Commission on Thursday, June 5, 2025. 

 
• An application for Design Review of single-family homes within the Mesquite Trails 

Subdivision was submitted on Monday, April 21, 2025. This application will be heard by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission on Thursday, June 5, 2025. 

 
• The Preliminary Plat for Attaway Crossing will be heard by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission on Thursday, June 5, 2025. Plat will include 518 units and covers 147 acres. 
 
• A Major General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, and Conditional Use Permit were submitted for 

the Rankin Farms Mining Operation south of Hunt Highway. The Major General Plan 
Amendment seeks to expand the Aggregate Mining Overlay. This amendment will follow the 
approved schedule for Major General Plan Amendments. 
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DEPARTMENT PROJECTS / INITIATIVES 
 

• Building Safety has reviewed 67 plan reviews during the reporting period. 11 Building, 26 Solar, 
6 Pool, 3 Standard Plans, 12 Commercial, 4 Manufactured Homes, 5 Public Works Utility 
Projects. 

• Building Safety is currently working to prepare for 2024 Code Adoption amendments to the 
Town Code. 

• Fire, Building and Public Works applications are currently in the process of finalizing and will soon 
be on Town website.  

TRAINING / EDUCATION: 
 
 ATTENDED:  
 

• Preserve Arizona Conference (Historic Preservation) – Phoenix (May 14-17) 
o Commissioner Olgin, Senior Planner - Benitez, Planner - Birkelbach, and 

Building Official – Wall  (Wednesday, May 14 only) 
UPCOMING: 

 
Building Safety Training: 

• AZBO Fall Institution – Mesa (October 6-9) 
 

Planning Training: 
• APA Arizona Law Workshop on Friday, June 6 in Tempe (Director Monroe and Senior 

Planner Benitez will be attending.) 
• Arizona APA State Conference – Tempe (September 3-5) 
• Western Planner Conference – Bend, Oregon (October 15-17) 
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SINGLE-FAMILY PERMITS ISSUED 

 
 

2022 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

 
New 
SFRs 

 
 

50 

 
 

13 

 
 

15 

 
 

4 

 
 

2 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

1 

 
 

0 

 
 

4 

 
 

91 

2023 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

 
New 
SFRs 

 
 

12 

 
 

17 

 
 

37 

 
 

38 

 
 

43 

 
 

26 

 
 

25 

 
 

15 

 
 

11 

 
 

23 

 
 

13 

 
 

9 

 
 

269 

2024 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

 
New 
SFRs 

 
 

22 

 
 

21 

 
 

21 

 
 

39 

 
 

39 

 
 

24 

 
 

39 

 
 

13 

 
 

14 

 
 

25 

 
 

14 

 
 

11 

 
 

282 

2025 Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec  
Total 

 
New 
SFRs 

 
 

31 

 
 

33 

 
 

20 

 
 
37 

 As of    
  5/20 
   24 

        
145 
YTD 

 

    COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/MULTI-FAMILY - BUILDING PERMITS 
 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2025  
5 

 
11 

 
3 

 
7 

 As of   
  5/20 
     8 

        
35 
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Total Building Permits Issued 

 
(Building Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Tenant Improvements, Accessory Structures, Gas, Demolitions, 
Design Reviews, Fire, Pool- Residential, Photovoltaic Solar, Right-of-Way Utilities) 

     2025 Monthly 

                                                                  January     73 
                                                                  February   95 
                                                                  March       85 
                                                                  April       112 

  May         80 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
A.J Monroe, AICP – Director  
Maricella Benitez – Senior Planner  
Andrew Birkelbach – Planner  
Kevin Wall – Building Official  
Susan Cisco – Permit Specialist  
Hillarey Luther – Plans Examiner 
Joshua Robinson – Building Inspector  
Priscilla Gonzalez – Administrative Assistant
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