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DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Jonathan Tuomey 

SUBJECT: Monthly Report 

 

WATER DIVISION: 

The Town of Florence Water Division has successfully addressed and repaired 7 service and water 

main leaks. Our team successfully identified and isolated the leaks, and we executed the necessary 

repairs while ensuring that water service remained uninterrupted for all residents and businesses 

in the vicinity. 

Water staff completed MRDL reporting and sent it to ADEQ. In Arizona, MRDL reporting refers 

to the quarterly reports that public water systems must submit to ADEQ, detailing their disinfectant 

residual levels. MRDL stands for Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level, which is the highest 

level of disinfectant, such as chlorine, that is allowed in drinking water.  

Following the replacement of the chlorine injector at Well 3B and 4, The Water Division the 

chlorine tubing was changed out at well 3B/4. It is important to change out tubing on chlorine well 

pumps regularly to prevent hazardous chemical leaks, maintain proper water treatment, and avoid 

equipment failure. 

Continuing, Town staff replaced Windsocks at well 3B/4 and well 5. Windsocks are installed at a 

water production facility for safety, primarily to indicate wind direction in the event of an 

emergency involving hazardous chemicals or gas. In addition to chemical-related hazards, 

windsocks are useful for general site management and safety awareness, especially in areas with 

frequent high winds. 

Town staff have been dedicated to maintaining the cleanliness of sanitary and storm drainage 

systems throughout the area. This proactive effort ensures that drain lines are functioning 

effectively and supports overall community infrastructure. A major highlight includes our team 

effectively cleaning the main trunk sanitary line coming into the Town’s South WWTP. This 

routine maintenance was performed using a jetting machine that directs a powerful stream of high-

pressure water through the pipe, effectively clearing build up from grease, and any additional non-

organic matter that can stick to the pipe wall – restoring proper flow and preventing future clogs.  
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This commitment to maintaining the quality and reliability of our water system is vital in serving 

our community effectively. In addition to managing water leaks and performing routine 

maintenance, the Water Division completed 210 service order tickets and conducted 41 utility 

locates and repaired 8 fire hydrants. 

 

WASTEWATER DIVISION: 

The Florence Wastewater Division is committed to providing high-quality effluent discharge to 

the Town’s recharge basins. This is achieved through meticulous daily monitoring of the facility 

and comprehensive process and routine sampling.  

This month, the Utility Division was honored to host Council Member Bencina for an informative 

tour of the South Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Sr. Operator Sherwood and Director 

Tuomey provided an overview of the facility, showcasing current operations, recent achievements, 

ongoing projects, and future needs. This visit offered valuable insights into our efforts and 

aspirations for continued improvement in our services 

In addition, Wastewater staff successfully completed repairs to the Belt Press at the South Plant, 

as well as the Bar Screen at the North Plant. Both components play a crucial role in the overall 

treatment process, and their maintenance is essential for operational efficiency. 

Wastewater staff cleaned the Effluent Pump Screens at both plants. Cleaning effluent pump 

screens is critical for protecting the entire wastewater system from clogs, equipment damage, and 

extends the life of the recharge basis (drain field); preventing them from being overwhelmed by 

excess solids and maintains soil permeability.  

Continuing, staff installed a new bisulfite injection point at the North WWTP. The new bisulfite 

injection point is used to dechlorinate the treated effluent before it is discharged into the 

environment. The injection occurs after the final disinfection stage to neutralize any residual 

chlorine. 

Additionally, Town staff installed a new seal on the Pista Grit Pump, installed a new pump on the 

Belt Press, and cleaned the Pista Grit drain line. These repairs from our staff contribute to the 

overall efficiency and effectiveness of the wastewater treatment process. 

Lastly, wastewater staff repaired two broken links on the bar screen chain at North WWTP. The 

bar screen chain is another crucial feature that automates the removal of heavy solids, which 

protect downstream equipment and prevent blockages.   

 

CERTIFICATIONS: 

We are pleased to announce that Jayvian Montanez earned his Grade I Wastewater Treatment 

ADEQ certification. This accomplishment reflects our team’s dedication to professional 

development and continued commitment to upholding the highest standards in water quality and 

management. 

 

 



PROJECTS: 

 

SWWTP HEADWORKS: 

 

The South Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is currently undergoing a crucial upgrade to its 

headworks. This project encompasses the installation of new bar screens designed to effectively 

capture larger solids, the implementation of more efficient pumps to ensure consistent and reliable 

transfer of wastewater from the wet well to the treatment process, and enhancements to the wet well. 

These improvements will optimize the structure and function of the wet well to accommodate 

varying influent flows and mitigate issues such as solids accumulation and blockages. 

 

We are pleased to report that the project remains on schedule and within budget. This month’s 

activities included the formation of grade beams around the newly constructed Headworks structure. 

We successfully placed concrete for these grade beams and commenced the installation and 

compaction process on the north side of the Headworks structure in preparation for the slab on grade. 

 

In addition, the stripping of formwork from curbing around biofilters #1 and #2, place ABC inside 

headworks grade beam, locate 2” potable water line, bedding for 2” potable water line, install 

biofilter top rock in bio filters #1 and #2, and saw cut and demo existing headworks top deck. 

 

CHARLES WHITLOW RODEO GROUNDS WATER WELL 

 

The Town has engaged the services of Matrix New World to design and construct a new water 

production well at the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds. The project has been awarded to Mike's 

Drilling LLC, which commenced drilling the new well towards the end of September. The previous 

well had been outdated for an extended period and had limited capacity for water production, leading 

to challenges in service during site preparations and events. While the Town made necessary repairs 

to maintain the well's operation, it ultimately reached the end of its serviceable life. The new well is 

anticipated to sufficiently meet the water demands of the facility for the foreseeable future. 

 

The surface casing was successfully drilled, installed, and cemented in mid-September, achieving a 

total depth of 640 feet. Subsequently, in late September, Mike's Drilling expanded the pilot borehole 

to 9 7/8 inches to enhance the well installation process. The drilling operations and well installation 

were completed by the end of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR TEAM AT WORK 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Water Main Repair 
 

Left: Water Quality Sampling  Right: Chlorine Residual Testing 



 
 
 

   
 
 
 
  

Left: Cleaning Drainage Culvert – Before                 Right: Cleaning Drainage Culvert - After 

Left: Changing Windsocks                     Right: Changing Windsocks 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Water service leak using mini vac for excavation 

Left: Service Leak                                                 Right: Service Leak Repaired 



  
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Left/Right: Pista Grit pump removal, repair, installation 

Left: North WWTP Bar Screen                                 Right: Bisulfite injection point 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bar Screen Repair 

Left: Headworks construction                          Right: Conduit installation 



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Headworks Construction 

Rodeo Well Drilling 


