
 

Corridor Development Process - FAQ 

 

1. What scope of a project, including the minimum size (or funding amount) necessary to 

advance, would need to be identified and included in regional and/or state 

Transportation Improvement Programs. 

 

The programming of projects for the North South Corridor Study, Including the 

scope and size of the individual projects, should be determined through the 

transportation planning process. The approval of a Tier 2 NEPA decision 

document (CE, FONSI, ROD) can occur if the project: 

i. Is consistent with the fiscally constrained Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan (MTP); 

ii. Has at least one subsequent phase (PE, ROW, Construction, etc..) of the 

project included in the fiscally constrained Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP); and 

iii. Has a reasonable funding source needed to advance the project. 

 

 

2. What would be the process for identifying a Tier 2 project? 

 

The Project team will be developing a Phased Implementation Plan (PIP) as an 

element of the Tier 1 EIS.  The PIP will identify project segments that could be 

advanced as individual Tier 2 projects based on independent utility and logical 

termini.  While the PIP is only a recommended approach for identifying the Tier 2 

projects, the actual phasing should be based on transportation planning to meet 

the needs and demands for the area.  It is important to have the Regional Agency 

Partners engaged in the development of the PIP. 

 

Project segments identified in the PIP will need to have the following:  

i. Independent utility – The proposed improvement will serve the Purpose 

and Need even if no other work in the corridor is done, i.e., a “stand 

alone” project. The idea is to identify a project that does not unlawfully 

segment the larger project if it depends on future segments of the project. 

In other words, it should not force a commitment to build the next phases 

of the project.   

ii. Logical termini – rational beginning and end points such as a major cross-

road such as an Interstate Highway or major road, the airport or a major 

traffic generator.  Logical termini should also be rational endpoints for the 

assessment of environmental impacts at a Tier 2 level (project level). 

 

 

3. What guidance can be provided for a potential phased/interim approach, i.e. two of the 

four lanes, service interchanges in the interim instead of system interchanges, etc.? 

 



Project segments of the North South Corridor Study can be developed and 

constructed as interim projects based upon the needs and funding availability 

identified through the planning process.  These interim projects will still need to 

demonstrate independent utility and logical termini. An interim approach should 

be assessed for its ability to meet the purpose and need of the North South 

Corridor.  

 

Please note that only project activities covered by the NEPA decision document 

can be constructed. This means that if only the interim approach was addressed in 

the NEPA document, then only the interim approach can be constructed, and a 

new NEPA document would be needed to construct work beyond what had 

included in the original NEPA document.  It would be possible to include both the 

interim and ultimate phases in the NEPA document under one document  

 

4. What other details and considerations should the Regional Agency Partners be aware of, 

if not covered in the above?  

 

Showing fiscal constraint by having a reasonable funding source becomes a 

critical consideration when wanting to advance a Tier 2 project. An environmental 

decision cannot be reached without fiscal constraint demonstrating reasonable 

funding will be available. 

 
 


