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Florence Teen Council  

Call for Presenters 

Friday, September 13, 2024 
 

The Florence Teen Council is seeking dynamic speakers to address topics surrounding 
Teen Leadership and related areas at our upcoming Symposium. Speakers should bring 
innovative approaches to our theme of "Finding Your Voice". We invite individuals who 
can engage attendees effectively while aligning with our overarching goal of empowering 
teen voices.  

We are looking for new topics and fresh perspectives on Teen Leadership that will 
engage and excite our participants. 

About Our Symposium 

The Symposium will take place in the Historic Town of Florence, Arizona, on Friday, 
September 13, 2024. Teen leaders from across the state will gather to be inspired and 
cultivate leadership qualities beneficial for both their communities and their future 
pursuits. Attendees will include municipal teen councils and high school student 
councils statewide, with over 100 teen leaders expected to participate. 

We are looking for speakers and participants to come and help us explore, enable, and 
evolve Teen Leadership. 

Symposium Benefits 

1. The Symposium will offer an excellent venue to share information and network with 
Teen Leaders. 

2. The Symposium provides presenters with an opportunity to demonstrate expertise 
in their areas of specialization and interest. 

3. While all speakers must register for the Symposium, there is no registration fee for 
speakers. Speakers can attend Symposium sessions and participate in 
Symposium meals at no charge.  

Instructions for Submitting a Proposal 

If you are interested in presenting at the Symposium, please submit a proposal. 
 
Teen Symposium Sessions (approximately 4 presentations of 45 minutes each). 
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Adult Teen Leadership Support Sessions (approximately 2 presentations of 45 
minutes each):  Concepts for communicating and inspiring teens. This will be a breakout 
session during the event for the chaperones of the Teens to allow for teen only sessions.  

 These sessions should be new and innovative presentations that help attendees 
“explore, enable and evolve” to next level leaders.  

 Other areas of importance shaping teen leadership trends in Arizona and/or 
nationwide. 

You may submit multiple proposals; however, speakers will generally be selected for only 
one Symposium presentation. Additionally, we may restrict the number of presentations 
from an organization to ensure a diverse range of perspectives and topics. Diversity of 
thought is crucial to this Symposium, which may result in multiple presentations on the 
same topic from different speakers offering unique viewpoints. 

Note: All proposals will undergo blind scoring by the Florence Teen Council. Content will 
be evaluated separately from speaker quality. Unknown and new speakers will receive a 
neutral score. Therefore, the content of the proposal plays a crucial role in the scoring 
process. We advise potential speakers to be thoughtful and thorough in their proposals. 

Proposal Deadline 

Completed proposals MUST be received by no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 31, 2024. 
Proposals received after 5:00 PM MST will not be considered. Please submit proposals 
to Lisa.Garcia@FloenceAZ.gov. 

Presentation Length 

The session length for the Symposium will be 45 minutes. Speakers are encouraged to 
incorporate audience questions during their session or reserve time at the end for 
interactive workshops, fostering engagement and dialogue. 

Speaker Protocol 

Objectives 

All speakers at the Symposium shall have the primary objective of providing materials of 
educational, developmental, and/or strategic value to Symposium attendees. Each 
session must have tangible takeaways for attendees. Presentations MUST NOT include 
any overt solicitation on behalf of any individual, vendor, product, or commercial activity. 

References to Materials 

If speakers reference materials published by other organizations, they must obtain 
approval to include the details in their materials. Speakers are solely responsible for 
handling all copyright issues associated with their presentations. 
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Speaker Cancellation 

If a selected speaker is unable to attend the Symposium, the Florence Teen Council 
requests at least 60 days’ notice to facilitate finding a replacement. Any changes to a 
presenter or content must receive prior approval, which will only be granted in rare 
circumstances. 

Speaker No-Show 

Failure by a speaker to appear at the Symposium will mean that the speaker’s session 
will be cancelled. Speakers may not substitute another speaker without express written 
consent of the Florence Teen Council. 

Speaker Attire 

Speakers should adhere to business casual attire. 

Speaker Technology 

Speakers should be able to use microphones, laptop computers, and other tools required 
for their presentations. 

Special Accommodations 

The Symposium is sensitive to the needs of speakers who require any type of special 
accommodation. A request for accommodation will have no negative impact on the 
selection process. 

General Guidelines on Presentations 

Expectations of Speakers 

1. Exhibit a high level of professionalism. 
2. Provide all materials by designated deadlines, including timely submission of 

presentation materials. 
3. Begin and end presentations on time and allow time for questions during or at the 

end of presentations. 
4. Make presentations as interactive as possible. 
5. Provide all participants with tangible takeaways. 

Sales Pitches and Promotional Materials 

1. Speakers are not permitted to make sales pitches or include any advertisements 
as part of their presentations. 

2. Speakers are required to use the PowerPoint template provided. Speakers are 
asked to provide their bio at the beginning of the presentation. 

3. Promotional materials may not be handed out or provided to participants as part 
of the formal presentation. 
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Criteria for Selection of Speakers 

Speakers are encouraged to propose topics that align with the Symposium Theme and 
address the needs and interests of teen audiences. We seek new and innovative topics 
covering fundamental subjects related to teen development and leadership. 

The Florence Teen Council will select speakers for the Symposium based on several 
factors, including the presentation abstract, speaker ability, significance of the subject 
matter, and the value it adds to the Symposium content. 

Participation in Symposium planning, sponsorship, or exhibition does not guarantee 
selection as a speaker. We adhere strictly to a policy of merit-based selection, and 
speakers are chosen based on the quality of their topics and presentations, as determined 
by the Florence Teen Council. We do not endorse any form of "pay to play" arrangements. 

The Florence Teen Council will notify selected speakers by July 30, 2024. The 
Florence Teen Council reserves the right to select all speakers for the Symposium and to 
withdraw offers to speak at the Symposium. 

Information Needed for Proposal 

Interested presenters will need to provide all the information requested below: 

Presenter/Panelist #1 

 Presenter Name (Last, First) 

 Business Title 

 Presenter Company/Organization Name 

 Telephone Number 

 Email Address 

Presenter/Panelist #2 (if applicable) 

Enter the same information as requested for Presenter/Panelist #1 

Panelist #3 (if applicable) 

Enter the same of information as requested for Panelist #1 

Moderator (if applicable) 

Enter the same information as requested for Panelist #1 

Presentation Details 

 Indicate if the proposal is for a presentation or panel discussion. 

 Presentation Title should be short and attention-drawing (8-12 words) 
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 Presentation Descriptions must be no more than 1,500 characters. This is your 
opportunity to explain to the Florence Teen Council why your proposal should be 
selected. You must include: 

o A summary of the information you will present, 

o How you will share this information with attendees, 

o Why this session is important to attendees, and 

o How you will incorporate audience interaction into your session. 

 Submit an Abstract of up to 75 words describing the presentation. This abstract 
will be included in the Symposium program book. The abstract must include at 
least three (3) learning objectives. 

 Include a description of the tangible takeaways that participants will learn during 
your session. Your takeaways will be used to market your speaker session to 
attendees. Make them catchy and meaningful! 

 Include a biography of up to 100 words for each presenter for inclusion in the 
program book. The biography should include name, title; organization; what the 
presenter did; background on the presenter. 

 As a reminder, all proposals will be blindly scored by the Florence Teen Council. 
Content will be evaluated separately from speaker quality. Therefore, the content 
of the proposal plays a crucial role in the scoring process. We recommend potential 
speakers to be thoughtful and thorough in their proposals. 

Photo/headshot will be required to be submitted as part of a speakers’ acceptance 
of the offer to present at the Symposium. 

I acknowledge and consent to the foregoing: 

Name ____________________________ Date _____________________________ 

Acknowledgement 

I certify that all the information provided is correct and I authorize the Teen Leadership 
Symposium to use this proposal and all information contained herein for the purposes of 
review and consideration for selection as a Symposium presenter. I acknowledge that I 
have read all instructions and will adhere to all deadlines, including submission of 
materials, if my proposal is selected. I agree that I will provide my presentation to the 
Florence Teen Council no later than August 15, 2024.    

Name ____________________________ Date _____________________________ 

 


