Revised for Public Review & Comment

The Florence Town Council is seeking public review and comment on the town’s
suggested updates to the Noise Ordinance, Section 132.02 of the Florence Code of
Ordinances below. On November 6, 2023, Council requested a 30-day public comment
period. The public comment period will begin on Monday, December 4, 2023, and

conclude on Wednesday, January 3, 2024. This document will be included with town utility bills in
December and shared on the town’s website and social media. Please submit all comments to Florence
Police Chief, Bruce Walls, at bruce.walls@florenceaz.gov. Thank you in advance for your comments and
feedback.

Summary of Changes (versus DRAFT Ordinance presented to Town Council on 9/18/2023)

The revised ordinance was shortened and simplified to ensure clarity and ease of interpretation

The penalty for violating the ordinance was changed from a criminal to civil offense

The use of decibel standards and measurements were removed

Changes regarding the start and stop times for construction and concrete work were reverted to remain
consistent with the town’s current ordinance

Added a repetitive, unsubstantiated complaint clause to deter the repeated submission of illegitimate
complaints

132.02 Offensive Noises and Sounds

A.

F.

Purpose: It is the purpose of this Section to regulate and prevent excessive, unnecessary, or offensive
sound, noise, and vibration that disrupts, jeopardizes, or is detrimental to the health, welfare, safety,
comfort, repose, and quality of life to the citizens of the Town of Florence.

Definitions: For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
indicates or requires a different meaning.

MOTOR VEHICLE. Any self-propelled vehicle operated within the town, including but not limited to licensed
or unlicensed vehicles, automobiles, minibikes, go-carts, and motorcycles.

General Provisions: It shall be unlawful for any person to make, assist in making, permit, continue, cause
to be made or continued, or permit the continuance of any loud, unnecessary, or unusual sound or noise
that disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person
on any property within the corporate limits of the Town of Florence.

Animals: It shall be unlawful for any person to own, harbor, possess, care for, permit, or keep any animal
that causes or makes frequent long and continued sound that unreasonably disturbs, injures, or endangers
the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person.

Motor Vehicles:

1. It shall be unlawful to operate or cause to be operated any motor vehicle that creates noise that
unreasonably disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of a
reasonable person.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any motor vehicle on any street or highway within the
Town of Florence using or operating with the assistance of exhaust brakes, jake brakes, or similar
devices.

Loud Radios and Receivers:
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or permit to be operated any sound-producing or

reproducing mechanism within the town in such a manner that a reasonable person of normal
sensitivity residing in the area is caused discomfort or annoyance.
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G. Temporary Exemptions:

1. The Town Manager, or their designee, is authorized to grant a temporary exemption with the
issuance of a permit

2. Atemporary exemption request must be in writing on Town of Florence forms and submitted to the
Town Clerk’s office. The Town Manager, or their designee, may require the requestor to provide
notice to potentially impacted properties.

3. The granting and revocation of a permit exemption is at the sole discretion of the Town Manager,
or their designee; the decision of the Town Manager or their designee shall be final.

H. Construction Start and Stop Times:

1. Concrete work. From April 15 to October 15, inclusive, concrete may be poured each day between
the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. or at the other times as authorized by permit. From October
16 to April 14, inclusive, concrete may be poured each day between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. or at the times as authorized by permit.

2. Other types of construction (residential zones). From April 15 to October 15, inclusive, all other
construction or repair work shall not begin prior to 6:00 a.m. and must stop by 7:00 p.m. in, or within
500 feet of an occupied dwelling unit, or at the other times as authorized by permit. From October
16 to April 14, inclusive, all other construction or repair work shall not begin prior to 7:00 a.m. and
must be stopped by 7:00 p.m. each day in, or within 500 feet of an occupied dwelling unit, or at the
other times as authorized by permit.

3. Other types of construction (commercial and industrial zones). Construction and repair work in
commercial and industrial zones, not within 500 feet of an occupied dwelling unit, shall not begin
prior to 5:00 a.m. and must stop by 7:00 p.m. or at other times as authorized by permit.

4. Weekends and holidays excluded. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, construction or
repair work shall not begin prior to 7:00 a.m. and must stop by 7:00 p.m. and concrete pouring
should not begin prior to 6:00 a.m. and must stop by 7:00 p.m. on any Saturday, Sunday or state
or federal holiday, unless the other times as are authorized by permit.

I. Enforcement:

1. The Town Police Officers, Code Compliance Officers, and any other Town employee or official as
authorized by the Town Manager are permitted to enforce the provisions of this ordinance. The goal
of this ordinance is to resolve livability issues at their lowest level; therefore, officers have discretion
in determining what constitutes excessive or offensive noise or sound for purposes of enforcement
of Section 132.02.

2. Multiple unsubstantiated complaints received from one party within a 24-hour period may be subject
to the fines stipulated by this ordinance.

J. Penalty:

1. A violation of any provision of this Section 132.02 shall be deemed and is declared a public
nuisance and any person who violates any of the provisions of Section 132.02 shall be subject to
a fine of up to $500.00. Each day a violation continues or exists shall be a separate offense subject
to additional fines.

(Prior Code, Ch. 11, Art. lll, § 11-62) (Ord. 199-95, passed 8-8-1995; Ord. 440-06, passed 8-21-2006)
Penalty, see § 132.99



